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NOTES 
Scripture Translations – A variety of translations are used, 
including (and especially) the RSV, NJB and SIV.  All these excerpts 
have been modified to convey a more literal feel and understanding.  
Several translations from the Greek New Testament are my own. 

Names are transliterations of the authentic Hebrew and Greek 
names of the historical characters.  Fictional characters are also 
given authentically transliterated names.  The sacred name Yahweh 
and the title Elohim are returned to the Almighty.  The son of 
Yahweh is returned his rightful, transliterated name, Yahshua.   

Fiction – This book contains historical fiction based on known facts 
about Yahshua and his Gallant Friends.  The facts that hold the 
stories together are either commonly known, footnoted or explained 
in the text.  The brothers of Yahshua are historical figures, as are 
many of the others including Banyah (Banias) the Dunker, who 
appears in several tales. 

Audio – Most of these stories are available for download.  As of this 
writing, the download page is http://radio-yahweh.com/audio-
sermons/snyder.htm, although one may request a CD of the author 
of what material is available.  Write to anyone@theYahad.com. 

It is possible that some of this material has been published by others.  
If I have incorporated your work, please do contact me at the 
address above so I may set the record straight on the source. 

These essays, and many more to be published in the next two 
collections, were composed primarily from 2001 – 2005 during my 
pastorate at Byrneville United Methodist Church, and I thank the 
people there, as well as the Superintendency and Conference, for 
affording me time, opportunity and gentle pressure to write during 
these most productive years of my life.  Thank you.  Thank you. 
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“Gallant Friend” 

Have we lost the Gallant Friend to priests and torture tree? 

O yes, he loved us brawny men and ships and open sea. 

When came a host to take Our Man, his smile was grand to see, 

“First let these go and I’ll stay – or I’ll see ya damned,” says he. 

Excerpt from “The Goodly Fere” by Ezra Pound 
    

Isaiah 40:1-6. “Console my people, console them,” says your 
Elohim. “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and cry to her that her 
period of service is ended, that her guilt has been atoned for, 
that, from the hand of Yahweh, she has received double 
punishment for all her sins.” A voice cries, “Prepare in the desert 
a way for Yahweh. Make a straight highway for our God across 
the wastelands. Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and 
hill be leveled, every cliff become a plateau, every escarpment a 
plain; then the glory of Yahweh will be revealed and all 
humanity will see it together, for the mouth of Yahweh has 
spoken.” A voice said, “Cry aloud!” and I said, “What shall I cry?” 

  
John 1:19. (literal from the Greek of the New Testament 
translated by the author) And this is the witness of Yochanon 
when the Jews1 from Jerusalem2 sent out priests, even Levites3, 
so that they might ask him, Who are you?  20. And he conceded 
and denied not, yea, he conceded: that, I am not the 
Anointed.  21. And they asked him, What then?  Are you 
Elijah? And he says, I am not!  Are you The Prophet?  And he 
answered, No!  22. Then they said to him, So that we may give 
answer to those having sent us, who are you? 
   23. He said, I – the voice of crying in the desert, Straighten 
Yahweh’s4 road! just as Yeshayahu5 the Prophet said. 
   24. Those having been sent were from the Pharisees6.  25. And 
they asked him and said to him, Why then do you dunk if you 
are not the Anointed nor Elijah nor The Prophet?  26. Yochanon 
answered them, saying, I dunk in water; one stands among you 
27. who you all know not, coming after me, of whom I am not 
worthy that I should loose from him the sandal strap. 28. These 
things happened in Bethany Beyond the Jordan7 where 
Yochanon was dunking. 

Jackson H. Snyder
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   29. On the morrow, he sees Yahshua coming toward him, and 
says, Look! Yahweh’s lamb8, the one taking away the sin9 of the 
world!  30 This is he about whom I said, After me comes a man 
who has become before me, because he was my first.  31. And I 
knew him not, but that he might become visible to Israel10. 
   32. And Yochanon witnessed, saying that: I have observed the 
spirit coming down as a dove, and it stayed upon him.  33. And I 
knew him not, but the one having sent me to dunk in water, 
that one said to me, On whomever you see the spirit coming 
down and staying on him, this is the one dunking in a holy 
spirit.  34. And I have seen and have witnessed that this is 
Yahweh’s son11. 
   35. On the morrow, again stood John and, out of his students, 
two; 36. and looking at Yahshua walking, he says, Look! 
Yahweh’s Lamb!  37. And the two students of his heard him 
speaking and they followed Yahshua.  38. And turning, Yahshua 
observing them following, says to them, What do you seek?  And 
they said to him, Rabbi (which, being translated, is called 
Teacher), Where do you stay?  39. He says to them, Come and 
you will see. Then they went and saw where he stays and they 
stayed with him the day, the hour was about the tenth.  
   40. Andrew12, the brother of Shimon Kefa 13, was one of the 
two hearing from John and following him.  41. This one first 
finds his own brother Shimon and tells him, we have found the 
Messiah14 (which, being translated, is Anointed15).  42. He led 
him toward Yahshua.  Looking at him, Yahshua said, You are 
Shimon, Yochanon’s son16; you will be called Kefa (which is 
translated, a stone). 
   43.  On the morrow, he wanted to go out into the Galilee17, and 
he finds Philippos, and Yahshua says to him, Follow me!  44. And 
Philippos was from Beit Tzaidah18, out of the city of Andrew and 
Kefa.  45. Philip finds Nathanael and tells him, We have 
found the one of whom Moses in the Torah, and the prophets, 
wrote: Yahshua, the son of Yosef, the one from Netzeret.  46. 
And Nathanael said to him, Can anything good be out 
of Netzeret19?  The Philippos says to him, Come and look!  
   47.  The Yahshua saw Nathanael coming toward him and says 
about him, Look!  Truly an Israelite, in whom is no 
deception20.  48 Nathanael says to him, From where do you 
know me?  Yahshua answered and said to him, Before Philippos 
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began to call you, I saw you resting21 under the fig.  49 
Nathanael answered him, Rabbi, you are Yahweh’s son; you are 
king of the Israel.  50 Yahshua answered and said to him, 
Because I told you that I saw you underneath the fig you 
believe?  You will see greater than these. 
   51 And he says to him, Amein, Amein.  I tell you, you will see 
the heavens having been opened and the messengers of the 
elohim22 going up and coming down upon the son of the man. 
 

We’re Sunk! 

   I came across the mention of a magazine article about a lady and a 

man who attempted to cross the Pacific Ocean in a boat.  There arose 

a terrific tropical storm.  We know about storms here in Florida, 

n’est-ce pas?  After several hours of being tossed and torn, the boat 

started down, and shortly after sunk.  Miraculously, the lady 

survived to testify.  Her partner drowned. 

   Now this lady had a strong sense of doom when the storm blew 

up.  She even seemed to be given a supernatural plan of escape.  She 

warned her partner over and over again of the danger, and how it 

might be avoided.  But he wasn’t a bold man: he was stubborn; and 

he wouldn’t listen to women’s intuition, even as the deluge 

destroyed him. 

   After her rescue, she felt an overcoming sense of guilt. Why? 

Because she hadn’t stepped out to do what she knew to do – she 

hadn’t acted boldly upon her revelation – she hadn’t been gallant in 

her action, but kept to her place as first mate of a crew of two.  She 

said,  

“My life was at stake too.  But because he was the captain and I 
was only the mate, I felt it wasn’t my place to argue too much.  I 
should’ve been more adamant.  I should’ve been more bold. 
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Perhaps if I had been, the boat wouldn’t have sunk, and there 
would be two of us alive today.”23 

  

Gallant Men 

   We’ve experienced times when, had we only been bold enough to 

go with our gut, we’d have avoided trouble.  Most of the time, we can 

pretty safely yield our feelings to the “captain” without serious 

consequences.  But we’ve learned to yield to the point in which, if 

there be lives at stake, they’d be lost because we hadn’t acted or 

spoken boldly. 

   As I was considering text, the book Wild at Heart came my way.  

The author, John Eldredge, has the idea that family, school, job and 

church have strangled the boldness out of us.  He says these 

institutions teach that it’s wrong to be bold, assertive and 

gallant.  Institutional religion cautions us that individuality – 

especially the individuality of uniqueness – is a kind of sin; we would 

be better off to conform and become well-behaved boys and girls. 

   Boy, did that make me think!  Most churches teach that our 

sanctification is far more dependent upon what we don’t do than 

what we do.  Are sanctified people holy because they’re submissive? 

Are we judged on the basis of whether we’re well behaved?  whether 

we haven’t upset apple carts?  whether we’ve been in compliance to 

captains and captors?  Is there any room in the quiet heaven for 

Rambo or G. I. Jane?  Where are our young and fearless prophets 

today? 

  

Wild and Bold 
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   Our passage – the latter half of John 1 – features characters who are 

extremely bold, even wild – yet they’re some of the highest-placed 

saints in our hagiographies.  Yochanon, for one, has to leave the 

country to dunk his disciples.  Many followed him boldly, risking 

their lives to be sloshed in the river.  

   When the corrupt cops of ancient Judaism, the Pharisees, cross the 

eastern border to interrogate Yochanon, he rails at them fearlessly, 

calling them extortionists and poisonous vipers, threatening 

Yahweh’s awesome wrath upon them.24 Yochanon is wild and bold; 

he doesn’t seem to know his place in civil religion; he’s not a well-

behaved parishioner.  How does such a man fit our sensibilities of 

sanctity?  What kind of Believer would such a man as Yochanon be in 

the congregation?  How could the Almighty use such a crude, 

insulting, disrespectful, disheveled maniac as Yochanon the Dunker? 

  

Gallant! 

   How? You shall know the truth and the truth will hopefully free you. 

Here’s the truth: 

   Yochanon knew who he was and where he’d come from. Yochanon 

doubted not that he was a heavenly man.  If you’re a heavenly man or 

woman, you should also know it and celebrate it.  Yochanon had a 

mission, not to prepare the way, but to preach preparation. “You! 

You prepare Yahweh’s road!” he came crying to the ewes of all future 

generations.  If you’re a child of the Father, you have exactly the same 

mission as he as we stand this day at the very event horizon of 

Yahweh’s wrath and Yahshua’s redemption.  He cries out, and we also 

cry, “Repent for the reign of Yahweh is at hand!” 
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   Yochanon’s mission was life or death – the whole world was at 

stake.  Had he not completed it, every solitary soul would die in their 

sins, for he was calling attention to the only entity who could take 

away the sin of the whole world.  You have exactly the same mission 

– to point out the Anointed to whoever ventures into your desert, 

your watering hole, your intersection, your haven of rest.  

   Do you know what they call someone who makes a grand attempt 

at accomplishing good?  They call that man, woman or cohort gallant. 

If Yochanon the Dunker is any example, one’s gallant not because 

one acquiesces, not because one’s a well-behaved little punk, but 

because one is wildly pressing forth upon Yah’s Way until he or she 

feels ownership in Yochanon’s mission and Yah’s Kingdom.  

   By recognizing your true origin and your right to speak out in holy 

boldness, you may quickly grow into the Bible kind of “sanctified,” 

the wild kind of “sanctified,” and gain gallant friends on the roadway.  

Yes, your Father will secure for you a bold cohort for companionship. 

  

If He Can’t Do It, Nobody Can 

   After identifying himself to all others as the personification of well-

known prophecy, Yochanon introduces Yahshua to his gallant 

friends as The Anointed ONE of Yahweh – the son of Elohim – who not 

only had authority to assume then destroy sins, but power to 

transform timid tots into bold adventurers and advocates for the 

Savior of the world. Why was Yochanon’s mission so 

critical?  Because sin threatened to destroy all good on earth and the 

Anointed One is able to consume every sin.  
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   Do you remember the definition of sin?  The New Testament tells us 

plainly, “sin is breaking the Torah” (1 Yochanon 3:4).  The Torah, 

sometimes translated “Law,” includes the Ten Commandments.  Do 

you believe in the contemporary validity of the Ten 

Commandments?  I dare say most Believers give lip service to them, 

but have in fact no real intention of obeying them.  Let me offer you a 

toe-trouncing example: 

   What do you do on the seventh day, commonly called 

Saturday?  Think.  Why do I ask?  Because of what Yahweh says in the 

Ten Commandments about the seventh day: You shall keep the 

Sabbath, because it is set-apart for you; everyone who profanes 

it shall be put to death (Exodus 31:14).  “TO DEATH,” Elohim 

commands.  Has such a warning passed away? 

   Hear me out now!  It makes little difference what you think about it 

– or what The Right Reverend tells you – or what’s convenient – or 

what’s tradition.  What matters is the decree of the Judge.  He GAVE 

US the Commandments to tell us what penalty is deserved for 

impinging upon His rights or the rights of others.  And, in every 

single case, that sentence is death.  

   Therefore, I can say with authority that the Anointed One – 

Yahshua – came on a life-saving mission – to transform from the Son 

of Man to the Paschal Lamb – that final, all consuming holocaust 

that consumed sin in the fires of his burning and destroyed its penalty 

for the whole world.  That’s a great salvation you have, brother; that’s 

a powerful gift you have, sister.  That’s a priceless inheritance you 

have, young person.  I hope you value it enough to start keeping his 

commandments because you love Him and your fellows.  The 
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Commandments were created to protect you, friend; not to put you 

to death! 

   Second, the Anointed One will dunk folks in holy spirit.  Earlier on, 

the writer said this spirit-dunking was essential in order to live as 

heirs of a Heavenly Father.  Once spirit-dunked, super powers burst 

forth, like that lady on the boat’s sixth sense, who sadly lacked 

the gallantry to use her supernatural wisdom.  We, who claim to be 

the spirit dunked, are supposed to recognize our wonderful 

privileges and awesome responsibilities.  Realizing that we can’t die, 

no matter what torture stake awaits us, we’re to go forth, spending 

our inheritance in advance, boldly, generously, prodigally, on 

preparing Yahweh’s road, for what is expected of us goes far, far 

beyond this churchianity we’ve been playing at. 

  

Good Little Boys and Girls? 

   Consider the boldness of Andrew – he was only a country 

schoolboy, but he swallowed his fear to approach the Anointed 

One.  Andrew gallantly introduced his new teacher to family and 

friends.  Only his brother would believe him, maybe just because he 

loved him or wanted to calm him down. 

   Consider the boldness and gallantry of Nathanael.  He proclaimed 

his wild vision no matter what anyone thought, and he was therefore 

promised even greater insights.  Also the boldness of Shimon, who 

was assigned a heritage by the Anointed One – “you are the ‘son’ of 

the Dunker,” said Yahshua.  Shimon was even christened with a new 

name – Kefa or Peter, which means “stone.”  Wow!  That’s manly 

“Look out!  Ol’ Stony’s a comin’ down the way!”  
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    Everyone responds to flattery.  But in Shimon’s case, he gallantly 

became what was only a flattering nickname.  For later on down the 

holy road, after the ninth commandment against his Master – you will 

not bear a false witness – a crime that carried the death sentence – he 

managed to pick himself back up and “retake the torture stake.”  To 

recover from mortal sin – that is, betrayal and renunciation – is an 

astounding achievement of courage – and shows us a vivid picture of 

the means by which the Anointed One saves the world. 

  

A Braveheart 

   Now these disciples we’ve met are loud but relatively harmless – 

they’re simply young men seeking an educator.  But consider the lot 

that later hooked up.  Some “disciples” were zealots and terrorists; 

some Essenes, trained to kill; some were extremely outspoken 

women, to whom the Egyptian gospels attest; and one was a 

professional murderer (iscariot is Latin for assassin25).  Yet, through 

the visionary direction of bold and gallant leaders, this extremely 

diverse group of a hundred or more baddies was transformed into a 

formidable fighting unit – aggressors against evil; zealots for good; 

gallant friends. 

   Although Yahshua was like Mother Teresa at times, this species of 

men and women aren’t the sort to follow “Mother” into the Lion’s 

teeth.  He had to be a G. I. Jane Braveheart Rambo Riddick. He had to 

be assertive, authoritative, terse and sometimes violently wild. 

“Jesus” wasn’t always a well-behaved tiny babe gurgling happily in a 

manger, you know!  He’ll smash nations as though they were clay 

pots, says the Psalmist. 
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   Another singer wrote a song about him after his passion – certainly 

worth repeating here is for no other reason than to get to his secret 

at the end. 

O, have we lost our Gallant Friend  
 to priests and torture tree? 
O yes, he loved us brawny men  
 and ships and open sea. 
When came a host to take Our Man,  
 his smile was grand to see, 
“First let these go and I’ll stay –  
 or I’ll see ye damned,” says he. 
    
He sent us out through high crossed spears  
 his scornful laugh rang free. 
“Why seized you not as I walked all  
 alone in town?” says he. 
We drank his health with good red wine  
 in our last company, 
No feeble, clutching priest, our Friend,  
 but man of men was he. 
 
I’ve seen him drive a hundred men  
 with bundled ropes swung free, 
And crash the temple courtyard  
 for its bloodstained treasury. 
They’ll not get him to read a scroll,  
 though written cunningly; 
No bookworm was our Gallant Friend;  
 he loved the open sea. 
 
They think they’ve snared our Gallant Friend;  
 they’re fools to great degree. 
“I’ll eat the feast,” quoth Gallant Friend,  
 “and see the gallows tree.” 
“You’ve seen me heal the lame and halt,  
 wake dead men, open eyes – 
You’ll see one thing to master all:  
 that’s how a brave man dies.” 
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The Son of Man, our Gallant Friend,  
 he asked us brothers be. 
I’ve seen him win a thousand men.  
 I’ve seen him whip that tree. 
He cried no cry when nails pierced flesh,   
 when blood gushed hot and free, 
The hounds of fiery hell gave wail,  
 but ne’er a cry cried he. 
  
I’ve seen him thwart a thousand men  
 on hills in Galilee, 
They winced as he walked calm between;  
 His eyes - gray like the sea: 
A sea that stands no voyaging,  
 with winds unleashed and free. 
That sea he quenched, that Kinneret,  
 with two words, suddenly. 
 
A chief o’er men was Gallant Friend,  
 a mate of wind and sea, 
If they think now they’ve slain our Friend,  
 they’re fools, and so are ye. 
Our Gallant Friend, he’ll ne’er be gone:  
 hear now: believe you me! 
I watched him eat the honeycomb  
 since nailed upon that tree.26 
  

Here’s Your Assignment 

   Gallant Friend, you too watch him eat the honeycomb, too – you’ve 

witnessed that no tree could keep him nailed down and no grave 

could contain him. Now, off your torture stake!  Come alive in his 

witness and boldness.  Repent and believe the good news!  Yahshua has 

set you free so you may enter into a new phase of your shared mission 

and ministry.    
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   Make the newness of our friendship an opportunity.  Make the 

opportunity into an advantage.  Tell everyone you know –he’s doing a 

new thing – be completely positive and unusually bold about it.  If you 

don’t like one of your mates, find something redeeming about him or 

her.  You don’t have to like anyone, only love everyone.  Put aside all 

bitterness, then, and like little Philippos, boldly convict all ‘out there’ 

to ‘come and look’ for themselves. Change always means risk, but 

also opportunity.  Don’t let this opportunity pass by – for it’s passing 

even now.  Keep in mind the verse, “The sea was quenched, that 

Kinneret, with two words, suddenly!”  Those two words were, of 

course, “Be still!”  

   ”Loose lips sink ships.”  Say nothing negative about your 

fellowship. Rather, if you can’t trumpet the New Thing, “Be still.”  For 

when Yahweh’s at work through you, a few strong, positive words, 

can start a chain reaction.  Prepare ye the way!  Straighten ye the 

path!  Do the work of an evangelist; make full proof of your 

ministry!27 

   We’ve learned from our elders in the denomination ministry 

that witnessing is a process: Tell the Tale, Do the Deed, Name the 

Name, Invite the Inquisitive.  But Yochanon demonstrates a more 

radical style: Realize your Roots, Shout your Slogan, Prepare your 

Path – then Dunk, Dunk, Dunk.  

   Yochanon also pointed out the Anointed One to his truest disciples 

so that they might be reborn from above and dunked again in holy 

spirit.  Let me point him out to you!  Just open your heart-box and 

let Braveheart in; and he’ll anoint your scalp with oil and your face 

with peace-paint! 
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   As you set course on the restless, gray seas of your future – 

especially your future in relationship to our shared ministry and 

mission – keep in mind the answers to three very personal 

questions.  Let me play the Pharisee; first – Who are you?  Answer 

me!  Second - From whence have you come?  If you can answer those 

two, the third ought to be a simple matter – What great lands will you 

set out to conquer now, Gallant Friends?  Amein. 

_______________________ 
1 Jews, Ioudaioi – throughout the book, this term refers to the religious potentates, 

their followers, henchmen and loyalists, i.e. those of the sects of Sadducees, 

Pharisees and Herodians, who were in power over the Temple cult in the time of 

Yochanon and Yahshua. This term does not refer to followers of the Jewish faith, or 

members of the tribes of Judah, Benjamin or Levi, in Yahshua’s time or our time. 
2 Yerushalayim, Ierosolumôn – Jerusalem. 
3 Leviim, leuitas –Levites; “priests, even Leviim” might be understood as “priests of 

the Levites” or “Levitical priests.” 
4 Yahweh’s road – hodon kuriou – translated directly from the Hebrew of Isaiah 40:3. 
5 Yeshayahu – aka Isaiah. 
6 P’rushim, farisaiôn – aka Pharisees. 
7 Beitanyah beyond the Yarden – “Bethany Beyond Jordan,” east of Jericho and the 

Jordan River, in the province of Perea. 
8 Yahweh’s Lamb – ho amnos tou theou – translated in accordance with Numbers 

6:12 and many other passages.       
9 Sin is defined by the author as “the transgression of the Torah,” meaning the 

ordinances of Yahweh; 1 John 3:4. 
10 Yisrael – Israel. 
11 Son of Yahweh – huios tou theou – “son of the Deity”— in this context, we 

translate tou theou as Yahweh, as this passage is a direct reference to Psalm 2:7 I will 

proclaim the decree of Yahweh: He said to me, “You are my son, today have I 

fathered you” (New Jerusalem Bible). 
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12 Adam – Andreas – Andrew – Andrew was not at this time a name, but has the 

same meaning as the Hebrew Adamah, which is “a man.”  This is the first “man” to 

discover Yahshua after Yochanon (thus a kind of Adam) and, since his brother’s 

name is not Greek but Hebrew (Shimon), it makes sense to consider that Andreas is 

actually Adamah. 
13 Shimon Kefa aka Shimon Cephas (Aramiac), or, in Greek, Simôn Kêfas Petros, Simon 

Peter, the “stone.” 
14 Mashiach – Messiah. 
15 Anointed – Christos in Greek, which means smeared or anointed. 
16 Yochanan’s son – the “son” of the dunker, Yochanon the Baptist, a traditional way 

of referencing a student. 
17 The Galil is Galilee. 
18 Beit Tzaidah is Bethsaida. 
19 Can anything. Netzeret – in other words, “how could anything good from Moses 

and the Prophets come from Netzeret, since the town is not mentioned in the 

Scripture?” 
20 deception – dolos – deceit, guile, cunning, craftiness.  Nathanael was the 

transparent man beneath the signature tree of Israel, the fig. 
21 resting – onta – being. 
22 messengers of the elohim – aggelous tou theou – a reference to Genesis 28:12, 

where theou is Hebrew elohim, referring to either “the mighty one of Israel” or to his 

divine realm. Therefore elohim is left untranslated.  If Nathanael was a Hellenist (a 

Greek-speaking and cultured son of Israel, which the text makes clear he was not), 

we might have used “angels of the Deity” instead – a much ‘Greeker’ way of 

phrasing. 
23 Laurie Beth Jones, Jesus, CEO: Using Ancient Wisdom for Visionary Leadership, p. 

112, 
24 Maurice Nicoll defines Pharisee psychologically as “the inner state of man who 

acts only from external laws and prohibitions for the sake of appearances and feels 

merit in keeping them, in contrast with a man who acts genuinely from what is 

good.”  The New Man, 44. 
25 Iscariot is considered to be a jumbling of ish – man (Aramaic) and sicarius –

 murderer (Latin).  Some zealots reported by Josephus were sicarii.  They would 
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murder Romans, Herodians and others who stood against Israeli independence by 

secreting themselves in their victim’s houses and slicing them in their sleep.  The 

word derives from the type of curved blade used. 
26 The original poem, “The Goodly Fere” is by Ezra Pound, which I discovered in Wild 

At Heart, pp. 28,29.  

 27 2 Timothy 4:5. 
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Nicknames, Surnames, Code Names and Aliases: 
Exactly Who Were Jesus’ Disciples? 

 

 “Her name was McGill, and she called herself ‘Lil’. 

But everyone knew her as Nancy.” – McCartney 

 

Note to the reader: Reading this rather terse essay will help you read 

and understand the rest of the book. 

 

Mark 3:13. [Yahshua] goes up in the mountain and calls those 
whom he wanted to him, and to him they went.  14. And he 
appointed () twelve so that they might be with him, 
even that he might send them to preach  15. and have authority 
to cast out the demons. 16. And he appointed the twelve and he 
added a name to Shimon (Simon) i.e. “Kefa” (Peter); 17. as for 
Ya’aqov (James) of Zavdai (Zabad, Zebedee) and Yochanon 
(John) the brother of Ya’aqov, he also added a name to them – 
“Benim Regesh” (Boanerges) – that is, “Sons of Thunder 
(Commotion),” 18. and Andreas and Philippos and Bar Talmai 
(Bartholomew) and Mattityah (Matthew) and Toma (Thomas) 
and Ya’aqov of the Halfai (Alphaeus) and Taddai  (Thaddeus) 
and Shimon the Canaanite 19. and Yahudah “Sicarius” (Judas 
Iscariot)  who even betrayed him.  
Also Gen 17:1-5, 15-17; 1 Peter 2:4-9 

 

   In the study of the Bible, names mean a lot.  The Almighty Yahweh 

said that his name was to be remembered in all generations (Exodus 

3:15) and those who take his name in vain will be held accountable 

(Exodus 20:7).  That’s why I use the Almighty’s name in all my 

teaching.  

   In many cases, we only get a small glimpse of Bible people, but we 

find a great wealth of information in their names.  As we read in our 
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Old Testament lesson, Yahweh changed the names of both Abram 

(high father) and Sarai (my lady) to Abraham and Sarah, which 

mean, “Father of a Multitude” and “High Lady / Princess,” names that 

are in accordance with Yahweh’s great promises. 

   In the text of the Good News, Yahshua is picking out his “twelve” 

who would continue the apostolic ministry and tradition that he 

started.  Some of these men we know about from their letters or acts 

as recorded in the Bible.  But of others we know little or nothing.  Yet 

if we make a study of their names, we can learn a lot about them 

because, in several cases, these disciples’ names were added to their 

common names as descriptions of their mission or character.  In fact, 

some of these men are not known by their names at all, but by 

nicknames only.  What can we learn about them by these aliases?  

   (In the translation above great care was taken to render the names 

in both the original tongues and in English.  In translating these New 

Testament Bible names, five languages may be involved, including 

Aramaic, which was the common tongue of the disciples; Hebrew 

which was the language of their faith; Greek, the language of the 

world at the time; and Latin, the language of the Romans.  The fifth 

language is English, which is our tongue; for without an excellent 

translation, how would we understand?) 

 

 Jesus Christ 

   Let’s start with Jesus’ name.  His name is a Hebrew combination of 

words meaning, “Yah is salvation” and is pronounced “Yahshua.”  

“Yah” is the sacred name of the Almighty in its poetic form.  In 

Yahshua’s day, pronouncing the name meant a death sentence.  So 
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Jesus’ name, Yahshua, was commonly pronounced Yeshua so as to 

avoid saying Yah.  This is still the case today.  Jewish believers call 

him Yeshua instead of Yahshua.  But we can consider the “e” in 

Yeshua as having the shwa sound (ə), which is “uh” or “ah.”  

  “Christ” is not a name but a title.  It comes from a Hindi (Indian) 

root meaning, “Anointed.”  The Hindu god-name Krishna also derives 

from this root.  So Yahshua - Christ (or Anointed) in its fullest form 

might mean, “Yah is salvation and Yahshua is his Anointed One.”  

Christos correctly pronounced KREE-stose and probably should not 

be used, for it is a pagan title.  Yahshua the Messiah (which also 

means Anointed, but not from the pagan background [John 1 :41]) is 

a better alternative. 

  

Simon Peter 

   Peter’s given name was Shĭmōn. This was the most popular name 

in Israel in his lifetime.  Shimon is familiar now because that was the 

name of Israel’s foreign minister (Shimon Perez).  Shimon means 

“hearer”: one who hears or is heard and also does.  Yahshua added 

the name () Kefa (kih-FAH) to Shimon making 

Shimon Kefa.  Kefa is also Aramaic and means, “a stone.”  Kefa comes 

to us in English as “Peter” from the Greek word petra.  So Shimon 

Kefa, or Simon Peter, might be translated as “a stone hearing and 

obeying.” We might note the Petra (the stone city) was an important 

sanctuary city for those persecuted by Paul and his ilk, according to 

Clement (of Rome) in his Epitomes 1:70.   

  

James and John of Zebedee 
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   James’ given name was Ya’aqov; Aramaic meaning, “Yah is 

protection.” How “Ya’aqov” got to be translated to English as “James” 

is a long story.  (It came to be through the Latin “Iacomus,” though 

King James I might have had something to do with the use of the 

substitute name “James.”)  Ya’aqov’s (James’) brother is Yochanon 

(John), which means, “Yah is merciful.” 

   The Bible doesn’t say that James and John are sons of Zebedee, only 

“of” him.  “Zebedee” is from the Hebrew name Zavdai (Zebedee, 

Zabad, Zabdi, Zabud), which means “endowment.”  In the Old 

Testament, there were two men with this name.  The first was 

David’s fighting man ranked right alongside of Uriah the Hittite (1 

Chronicles 11:41: “Zabad”).  The other was a Temple priest and a 

close friend of King Solomon (1 Kings 4:5 “Zabud”).  So James and 

John were sons of Zebedee in the sense that they were made from 

the same mold as the Zavdaim of Israel’s golden age of monarchy.   

   James / Ya’aqov, meaning “Yah is protection,” embodies the Zavdai 

who was a great warrior, and John / Yochanon, meaning “Yah is 

merciful,” embodies the Zavdai who was the compassionate priest 

and friend of royalty.  Furthermore, Yahshua gives a collective title to 

these men, calling them “Benim Regesh” (or Boanerges, interpreted 

from ‘in Greek), which means “Sons of Thunder” or 

“Contention” or “Competition.” These fellows were outspoken, 

perhaps powerful, but always aggressive men.  (Refer to Job 37:5 

and other places where Elohim “thunders wondrously with his voice; 

he does great things which we cannot comprehend.”)  This Ya’aqov 

may have spoken too loudly, for he was beheaded by King Herod 
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(Acts 12:2).  Yochanon, on the other hand, may have been the 

longest-lived of all the disciples. 

   However, it is hard to imagine Yochanon, a contentious trouble-

maker, as the author of the spiritual history of the movement (The 

Gospel According to John, the title was added much later to the text) 

or to the letters attributed to John.  The Revelation bears little 

literary resemblance to the others, and may well have been recorded 

by a “Son of Thunder,” since thunders speak throughout the 

Apocalypse (and especially in 10:1-4, where the content of the voices 

of seven thunders must be kept a secret). 

   From earliest times, three Johns / Yochanons were known in 

Nazorean history.  My own “contention” is that the John called 

“Apostle” dictated the Revelation but not the other books and letters 

published under that name. For my reasons, see my Commentary 

Revelation Uncloaked. 

   Additionally, some important modern scholarly work finds this 

Ya’aqov to be a semi-fictional substitute for Ya’aqov (James the Just) 

the brother of Yahshua in order to diminish his work for one reason 

or another. See my commentary, “Redating James” for more on this 

subject.  (Uncloaked & “Redating” can be found at JacksonSnyder.org.) 

  Modern scholars are making novel yet convincing, Scriptural, and 

logical arguments about the identities of the disciples and brethren 

of Yahshua.  Their conclusions should not be dismissed lightly, 

especially for religious or traditional reasons.  (I am referring to the 

later writings of James Robinson, Richard Painter, Robert Eisenman, 

and James Tabor.) 
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Andrew 

   Unlike the others, Andrew (or Andreas) is a Greek name meaning 

simply “a man” or “a mighty man” or even “a husband.”  “Man” is a 

funny name for a person.  The Hebrew form might be Adam or 

Enosh, both of which mean “man.”  Matthew says “A Man” is Kefa’s 

brother.  It seems unusual that Shimon Kefa’s brother would have a 

foreign / Greek name - I doubt that Andrew was his name at all.  

With a little letter play, we can get Ananyahu / Oniyah / Daniyahu - 

or maybe the editors wanted to hide his real name. 

   We don’t hear much about Andrew in the Bible.  However, The Acts 

of Andrew has surfaced, and we can read about Andrew leaving town 

to become a missionary to the Greeks, performing incredible 

miracles and influencing high-ranking officials.  Andrew might be a 

nickname.  The Greeks who knew him might have simply called him, 

“da Man!” 

  

Philip 

   Philippos is also a Greek name, meaning, “horse lover.”  Philip was 

in charge of the provisions (John 6:5), so the “horse lover” must have 

been a good administrator.  We find him again in the Acts appointed 

as a “deacon” and seeing to the provisions and welfare of the 

community of faith (Acts 6:5).  (Some see this as another Philip, but 

why?)  We remember that Philip stepped out to become a mighty 

preacher, bringing light to the Ethiopian eunuch and the Samaritans.  

Maybe Philip rode a horse through Palestine, as his name implies.  

That would make him the first circuit rider and maybe even the first 

cowboy. 
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Bartholomew 

   Bartholomew is Bar Talmai in Aramaic, which means “son of 

Talmai.”  Talmai is a Hebrew word that means, “a heap of water.”  

We’d say he was “a tall drink of water.”  Talmai is also a Bible name.  

He was a descendent of the giants of Canaan (Numbers 13:22, sons 

of Anak).  So, if Bartholomew is an added (sur-)name, we imagine 

him to be a giant or son of a giant, a big “heap of water.” 

   History tells us that Bartholomew was also called Nathaniel (also 

Nathanael), the man Yahshua met under the fig tree.  Nathaniel is a 

real name and means “gift of the Almighty.”   Yahshua saw Nathaniel 

under the fig tree, which is a symbol for the kingdom of Israel. This 

may be a reference to the words of Yahweh through the prophet 

Nathan in 2 Samuel 7:10 “I will appoint a place for my people Israel, 

and will plant them.”  In was under the fig that Yahshua told 

Nathaniel, “You are an Israelite indeed without a gimmick ()” 

(John 1:47).  If Nathaniel and Bartholomew are the same person, 

then he may have been a giant of a man, a “gift of Elohim” to the 

disciples, like the actor Buddy Baer in the movie classic Quo Vadis or 

Michael Clarke Duncan in The Green Mile: an overarching friend of 

the innocent; a strong bear, “what you see is what you get,” a 

prophetic and humorless voice. 

  The Aramaic books of Volume VIII of the so-called Church Fathers 

include stories about Bartholomew’s mission travels in the East 

through Asia, and his martyrdom of being crucified by townspeople 

upon the side of a barn.  There may be some history in these stories.  

On the other hand, some of the Apocryphal books from the west tell 
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us of the gross visions of Bartholomew and his battles with a 

monstrous huge antichrist. 

  

Matthew 

   Matthew is Mattityahu in Hebrew, Matyah in Aramaic, both mean, 

“reward of Yahweh.”  He’s also called Levi (Mark 2:14), which is not 

only a name but a tribe of Israel and a status within the priesthood.  

The tribe of the Levites collected the tithes.  Matthew is called “the 

” or tax farmer.  His names, both as Matthew and Levi, are 

found frequently in the Old Testament referring to worship.  The 

Matthews are singers and worship leaders.  

   Can you understand how Matthew’s names work to reveal his 

person?  His name means “reward” and he’s a tax collector and 

Levite.  Levites, as servants of the Temple, were educated men.  Most 

“scribes” in Scripture were Levites, engaged in professional writing, 

dictation, copying and recording history.  Papias, an early believer (b. 

70 AD) writes that Matthew “put together the oracles of the Master 

in the Hebrew language.”  This earliest Hebrew Gospel of Matthew 

no longer exists except maybe as the common foundation our 

Gospels Matthew, Mark and Luke.  (One scholar believes that the 

historian Flavius Josephus was Matthew’s son!) 

 

Thomas 

  In John 11:16, Thomas is called Didymos.  Neither of these is a 

name; both Thomas () and Didymos () mean “Twin.”  

This man was the second born of twins. (He was someone’s twin.)  In 

The Gospel of Thomas, which may have been written even before the 
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Resurrection, “the Twin” identifies himself as Judas Didymos 

Thomas, and he is identified with as “Judas” several other places.  

Judas or Judah is the English translation of a Hebrew name Yahda 

(Yahudah, Yehuda) which means “Praise Yahweh.” 

  There are many stories about where Thomas went and what he did.  

As I mentioned, Thomas also recorded many sayings of Yahshua, 

quite a few aren’t found in the Bible.  (Like,  

“Blessed is the lion which the man shall eat, and the lion become 
man; and cursed is the man whom the lion shall eat, and the lion 
become man.”  Such a proverb hails back to stories like that of 
Samson and the lion.) 

 
   We’ve worked on eight disciples now.  The next three are “shadow 

disciples” because so little is generally known about them.  They are 

James Alphaeus (Ya’aqov Halfai), Thaddeus (Taddai) and Simon the 

Cananaean.  I intend to bring these fellows out of the shadows and 

into the light.  You’ll be surprised to learn who they are.  But let me 

give you a clue: they are three brothers. 

  

Three Brothers? 

   The first “shadow disciple” is the second James on our list.  We 

already mentioned that the name is the same as Jacob or, in Aramaic, 

Ya’aqov – “Yahweh is Protection.”  Some English translations say that 

James is the son of Alphaeus, but the text simply reads that James is 

“of the Alphaeus,” which, according to one source, may have been a 

class of holy men.*  Another source tells us that Alphaeus means “the 

First” or “Senior” (from the first letter, alpha).  (King James was the 

Fourth of Scotland but the First of England.)  
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   Baruch Lev writes, “The same word [elef] with different vowels, is 

‘ahloof’ which means chief, or in modern Hebrew, general.”  James 

was the mebaqqer (chief) of the Jerusalem Assembly.  John Byl 

writes that elef אלף also means of the troop, thousand, or family.  The 

church historian Tatian, who lived about a hundred years after 

Ya’aqov (and was a student of Justin Martyr, 100-165), gives this 

James yet another title – “Lebbaeus,” which means, “The Levite” 

(Matthew was also a Levite of the Alphaeus, Mark 2:14).  So his full 

appellation in English is James Alphaeus Lebbaeus, or Ya’aqov Alef 

Levi.  We’ll later find him to be a prominent figure in the Acts of the 

Apostles, in the histories of Josephus and the writings of the third 

bishop of Rome, Clement. We’ll get back to Ya’aqov in a minute. 

   The next shadow disciple is Thaddeus.  In Luke’s list, Thaddeus is 

called “Judas of James” (not “son of James”), or James Alphaeus’ 

brother.  Because his name is both Thaddeus and Judas, he’s also 

called “Theudas” (a combo of the two), which means, “living water.”  

Some versions of Matthew give him another title, saying he is 

“surnamed Lebbaeus.” So this second shadow disciple’s full 

appellation is Judas Thaddeus (or Theudas) Lebbaeus, or Yahudah 

Taddai Levi.  Theudas gets a short but not sweet mention in the Acts.  

(5:35-36 Gamaliel: “Men of Israel, take care what you do with these 

men.  For before these days Theudas arose, giving himself out to be 

somebody...”  Indeed this Theudas was somebody.).  Theudas was 

known in history to have led the Israelites back out of Israel across 

the Jordan to protest the rule of Rome and the Herods. 

   The third shadow disciple is Simon the Canaanite.  He has the same 

first name as Peter, i.e. Shimon.  His title, the Canaanite (or 
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Cananaean), comes from a Hebrew word cana, which means “zeal.”  

Luke calls him Simon “Zelotes” () or “the Zealot” (Luke 

6:15).  We know that the zealots were a political movement of the 

first century that fought for the overthrow of authority by force.  

Zealots wanted to put very strict religious government in place.  

They were called Zealots because they were zealots for the Law. 

   You may remember that when Yahshua whipped the money-

changers out of the Temple courtyard, the disciples remembered 

what was written of him in the Psalms (69:9), “Zeal for thy house 

will consume me” (John 2:17).  It was for this kind of violent zeal that 

Zealots were best known.  Today we call such groups as these 

Zealots “terrorists” (or if you’re ultra-liberal, “freedom fighters”!) – 

but I suppose if the yoke of a foreign power were about our necks, a 

few of us might also become zealots. 

  

Whose Brothers? 

   Having now described the three “shadow disciples,” Ya’aqov, 

Yahudah and Shimon, let’s find these names together in another 

Gospel passage: 

Mark 6:1.  Yahshua came to his own country; and his disciples 
followed him.  2.  And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the 
synagogue; and many who heard him were astonished, saying … 
3.  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of 
James (Ya’aqov) and Joses (Yoseh) and Judas (Yahudah) and 
Simon (Shimon), and are not his sisters here with us?” 
 

Did you catch who is mentioned as Yahshua’s brothers?  James, Judas 

and Simon, the three shadow disciples – that is, Ya’aqov, Yahudah 

and Shimon.  May we conclude that three of Yahshua’s disciples are 
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his brothers?  In fact, his brother James Alphaeus Lebbaeus 

succeeded him as the Apostle and overseer of the Jerusalem 

assembly.  

   When James lost his life, his younger brother Simon Zelotes (also 

known as Cleopas) succeeded him.  In the meantime, the middle 

brother, Judas Thaddeus Lebbaeus went out as a missionary and was 

martyred somewhat early in his life (Acts 6:4).  Jude left behind 

children that we know of who were persecuted right into the second 

century as ancestors of King David. 

   There is still one more brother of Yahshua that is unaccounted for, 

mentioned in Mark 6; that is, Joses / Yoseh.  So there is a little 

detective work to be done there for you serious Bible students.  

There is an answer to the identity of Joses!  But you will have to 

figure that out!  The identity of this man is too controversial to bring 

up even here in this safe place.  (You’ll find that controversy later in 

this book.) 

  

Nicknames, Surnames, Code Names, Assumed Names and Aliases 

   Why is it that Bible writers used such confusing surnames and code 

names when referring to the disciples of Yahshua?  Why did they 

want to hide the fact that three of Yahshua’s own brothers were his 

chief apostles?  Why these weird names like Alphaeus, Cananaean, 

Lebbaeus, Thaddeus, Zelotes?  Why does James come out of nowhere 

in Acts to become the chief apostle of the local assembly (Acts 15)? 

Why underplay the importance of the chief apostles and brothers of 

our Master in the Acts of the Apostles?  Why not just be forthright 
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and more truthful about these men who are our heroes of the faith?  

I’ll tell you why. 

   The Roman Emperors from Vespasian (69 – 79) through Trajan (98 

- 117) tried to round up and execute any descendants of King David.  

One example is Emperor Domitian’s (81-96) inquisition of the 

remaining family members of Yahudah (Jude), Yahshua’s brother.  

(In our text, Jude is called Thaddeus; and the meeting of his progeny 

with the mad emperor is recorded in Eusebius.)  When these family 

members were questioned about “Messiah and his kingdom” they 

replied that the kingdom was not of the earth, but of the sky.  And at 

the end of the world, Yahshua would appear to judge everyone 

according to their works.  Domitian considered them to be 

‘simpletons’ but his successor, Trajan (98-117), had them all killed 

(Eisenman, James, 119). 

   The persecution of believers by authorities certainly led to the 

veiling of these heroes of our faith by eliminating them from the 

Gospels, replacing their stories with the idea that Yahshua was 

alienated from his family (like John 7).  But now that we know their 

identities, perhaps we can seek new truths about their exploits, 

emulate them and go forth in our own apostolates as they did. 

  

P. S.  The Disciple I Left Off 

   The missing disciple would be Judas Iscariot, the “son of perdition” 

(John 17:12), who “was one of us and had been assigned a part in our 

work” (Acts 1:17 JNT).  This name has been parsed many ways to 

derive more meaning.  There was a village in the Sinai called 

“Kerioth,” so some thought this Yahudah was from there, which 
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would make him the only Judean disciple (Joshua 15:25).  Years ago I 

parsed Iscariot as “Ish Cherith,” a “man who cuts.”  My name means 

the same thing in German: to schneide means to cut.  Most now 

understand that the name is derived from the Latin word “sicarius” – 

an “assassin” or “murderer.”  Sicarius further breaks down to “user 

of the dagger.” A straight Roman dagger was called a sica and a 

curved dagger was a sicila.  (From which we get “sickle.”)  Indeed, 

that which was cut with the sica were the throats of Roman officials 

and Jewish collaborators.  (Think of “the daggers of Megiddo” from 

The Omen series of motion pictures.) 

   So following the Zealots and Canaanites comes Yahudah Sicarius 

(Judas Iscariot), a zealot and member of the elite sicarii units, the 

assassin squads.  The Zealots, according to Josephus and other 

contemporaneous historians, were the scourges of the Roman world.  

Josephus writes about them extensively and disapprovingly, yet with 

a reserved admiration.  Here is a quote regarding their tenacity: 

Some of the faction of the Sicarion ... not content with having 
saved themselves [from Masada], again embark on new 
revolutionary scheming, persuading those that received them 
there to assert their freedom, to esteem the Romans as no better 
than themselves and to look upon God as their only Lord and 
Master. 
 

  Here’s another excerpt that reminds of contemporaneous Christian 

martyrdom stories: 

They could not get any one of them to confess or to come to the 
verge of confession that Caesar was their Lord ... meeting the 
tortures and the fire with  ... a soul that well nigh rejoiced in 
them ... But what was most astonishing was the courage of the 
children, not one of whom could be brought to these torments 
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as to name Caesar for their Lord.  (Both quoted from Eisenman, 
James the Brother of Jesus, 180-181.) 

  

P. S. S.  The Fourth Brother 

   Finally, there is the brother of Yahshua named Joses / Yoseh (Mark 

6:3, 15:40, 15:47 – mentioned twice as the younger to James and 

once as the son of Mary).  Only one scholar really knows who he is.  

Looking at their names in Latin – Ioses and Iesus – and also in Greek – 

Iōsētos and Iēsous – this scholar tells us that with just a little mix-up of 

letters, Yahshua becomes his own brother.  They’re the same person in 

a different context. 

Mark 6:3.  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother 
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters 
here with us?” And they took offense at him.   
 

   And with all the nicknames, surnames, code names and aliases, 

why not?  Joses (Yose), after all, means Yahweh’s Raised One! 

_______________________________________ 

* The Golden Bough (1922) by Sir James George Frazer, “Chapter 8. 
Departmental Kings of Nature” (excerpt)   Among tribes on the outskirts of 
Abyssinia a similar office exists and has been thus described by an 
observer: “The priesthood of the Alfai, as he is called by the Barea and 
Kunama (Western India), is a remarkable one; he is believed to be able to 
make rain. This office formerly existed among the Algeds and appears to be 
still common to the Nuba negroes. The Alfai of the Barea, who is also 
consulted by the northern Kunama, lives near Tembadere on a mountain 
alone with his family. The people bring him tribute in the form of clothes 
and fruits, and cultivate for him a large field of his own. He is a kind of king, 
and his office passes by inheritance to his brother or sister’s son. He is 
supposed to conjure down rain and to drive away the locusts. But if he 
disappoints the people’s expectation and a great drought arises in the land, 
the Alfai is stoned to death, and his nearest relations are obliged to cast the 
first stone at him. When we passed through the country, the office of Alfai 
was still held by an old man; but I heard that rain-making had proved too 
dangerous for him and that he had renounced his office.” 
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How the Prophetic Word Was Restored 
Or The Slightly Embellished Tale of Zechariah the Priest 

Luke 1:5.  In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest 
named Zechariah, of the division of Abiyah; and he had a wife of 
the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisheva.  6.  And they 
were both righteous before Elohim, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of Yahweh blameless.  7.  But 
they had no child, because Elisheva was barren, and both were 
advanced in years.   
   8.  Now while he was serving as priest before Elohim when his 
division was on duty, 9. according to the custom of the 
priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the temple of Yahweh 
and burn incense.  10.  And the whole multitude of the people 
was praying outside at the hour of incense.  11.  And there 
appeared to him an angel of Yahweh standing on the right side 
of the altar of incense.  12.  And Zechariah was troubled when he 
saw him, and fear fell upon him.  13.  But the angel said to him, 
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer is heard, and your 
wife Elisheva will bear you a son, and you shall call his name 
John.  14.  And you will have joy and gladness, and many will 
rejoice at his birth.  
  15.  He will be great before Yahweh, and he shall drink no wine 
nor strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even 
from his mother’s womb. 16.  And he will turn many of the sons 
of Israel to Yahweh their Elohim, 17. and he will go before him 
in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to 
make ready for Yahweh a people prepared.”   
   18.  And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? 
For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.”  19.  And 
the angel answered him, “I am Gavriel, who stand in the 
presence of Elohim; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring 
you this good news. 20. And behold, you will be silent and 
unable to speak until the day that these things come to pass, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in 
their time.”  21.  And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and 
they wondered at his delay in the temple.  22.  And when he 
came out, he could not speak to them, and they perceived that 
he had seen a vision in the temple; and he made signs to them 
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and remained dumb.  23.  And when his time of service was 
ended, he went to his home.   
   24.  After these days his wife Elisheva conceived, and for five 
months she hid herself, saying, 25.  “Thus Yahweh has done to 
me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach 
among men.”   
   … 
   59.  And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; 
and they would have named him Zechariah after his father, 60.  
but his mother said, “Not so; he shall be called Yah-chanon 
(Yochanon, John).” 61.  And they said to her, “None of your 
kindred is called by this name.”  62.  And they made signs to his 
father, inquiring what he would have him called.  63.  And he 
asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, “His name is Yah-chanon.” 
And they all marveled.  64.  And immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing Elohim. 
65.  And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things 
were talked about through all the hill country of Judea; 66.  and 
all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What 
then will this child be?” For the hand of Yahweh was with him.   
   67.  And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and prophesied, saying, 68.  “Blessed be Yahweh Elohim of 
Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people, 69.  and has 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 
David, 70. as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of 
old, 71.  that we should be saved from our enemies, and from 
the hand of all who hate us; 72.  to perform the mercy promised 
to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant, 73.  the oath 
which he swore to our father Abraham,  74.  to grant us that we, 
being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him 
without fear, 75.  in holiness and righteousness before him all 
the days of our life.   
   76.  And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before Yahweh to prepare his ways, 77.  to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their 
sins,  78.  through the tender mercy of our Elohim, when the day 
shall dawn upon us from on high  79.  to give light to those who 
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace.” 80.  And the child grew and became strong in 
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spirit, and he was in the wilderness till the day of his 
manifestation to Israel.   

  

   Would you like to know how the prophetic word was restored to 

Israel after three hundred years? Ok; I’ll tell you.  It’s the thirtieth 

year in the reign of Herod the Great over Israel – 7 BC.  Zechariah is a 

priest of the Jerusalem temple.  Both he and his wife, Elisheva, are 

descendants of Aaron, the very first priest of Yahweh and brother to 

Moses, the Lawgiver.  All priests since had been required to prove 

direct bloodline from Aaron before they could be trained and 

installed in the priesthood – Zechariah is no exception.  He was 

dedicated to the temple at birth, raised accordingly, matched with a 

daughter of Aaron, Elisheva, and married at the age of thirteen.  That 

was nearly forty years ago. One of Zechariah’s and Elisheva’s 

greatest assets was their common heritage and upbringing.  They 

could trace their begets back over fourteen hundred years to Aaron 

himself through his son, Abiyah.  

   Zechariah and Elisheva live in complete obedience to the 

Torah.  (Remember, the Bible defines sin as disobeying the Torah -

 i.e. the instructions of Yahweh found in the first five Bible 

books.)  Despite their heritage, long years together and faithful 

service to Elohim and the people of Judea, Zechariah and Elisheva 

are under a cloud of suspicion simply because Elisheva hasn’t borne 

a child.  This is a great liability.  In fact, it’s thought to be Elohim’s 

curse.  However, Elisheva, though almost past the age of child- 

bearing, still holds out faith for a son to carry on the ministry. Though 

scorned, she’s in good company with Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, the 
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wife of Manoah and Hannah.  See, all these women were thought to be 

barren and all thought to be too old, yet they courageously held out 

in prayer and faith and were vindicated in the end, bearing sons and 

daughters who changed the course of history. Elisheva gains 

strength through the stories of these strong women as she prays and 

hopes. 

    As a priest, Zechariah is a religious professional – a clergyman.  His 

trade is in saying patent prayers and singing psalms, wearing official 

robes, reciting ritualistic 

formulas and traditional 

teachings, lighting incense and 

oil lamps and adjudging the 

quality of sacrificial animals – 

bulls, cattle, sheep, goats, birds. 

He is also expert in the use of 

the ceremonial daggers and 

butchers’ tools for when 

sacrificial bloodletting and 

slaughter are required.  But 

today, there was to be none of 

that mess.  Today, Zechariah 

has a much tamer role to play in 

the drama of corporate worship and in the destiny of the universe. 

    There were many priests needed to fulfill the multitude of chores 

associated with the largest religious establishment on earth – the 

Jerusalem Temple.  So many priests were required that there were 

twenty-four “divisions” (1 Chronicles 24), each division named after 
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one of Aaron’s sons.  Zechariah’s in the “Abiyah” division.  (“Abiyah” 

means “Father Yahweh,” an appropriate appellation considering 

Zechariah’s part in the Father’s drama of salvation.) 

    Duties of the priest for a particular season are drawn by lot; 

Yahweh chooses his own man. Zechariah’s ‘lot’ is to attend to the 

Holy Place, a room in the inner sanctum of the temple that houses 

two tables – one of gold, the other of marble.  Upon the tables are the 

magnificent golden lampstand with its many torches (menorah), two 

priceless frankincense cups and the golden plate displaying the 

showbread.  There is also a golden incense altar (replacing that of 

shittim wood – Exodus 30:7).  

   A veil covers the front entrance of the Holy Place – nobody’s 

allowed in there but priests assigned duties.  The back exit hallway 

ends in a huge double veil.  On the other side is a very famous room: 

the “Holy of Holies.”  (There is therefore the Holy Place and the Holy 

of Holies – two different rooms.)  Worshipers believed Yahweh lived 

in and ruled from the Holy of Holies, a barren area into which no one 

dared go under the penalty of death. 

   Though Zechariah will never see the inside of the Holy of Holies, 

offering incense during the hours of prayer in the Holy Place is a 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.  Zechariah drew good duty and 

Yahweh chose him through the lot.  No doubt Zechariah felt 

extremely privileged and enormously fearful in fulfilling this 

particular calling.  Aaron’s sons and several others had been struck 

dead when they hadn’t done the job as instructed.  Zechariah might 

also be anticipating the supernatural; after all, this was the place 

where the great prophet Samuel received his calling from 
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Yahweh.  Nah!  As a Sadducee, Zechariah doesn’t believe much in 

angels and the supernatural, but just maybe he too will be called – 

called or killed.  

   Zechariah reminisces about the story of Eli and Samuel in those 

ancient days of a thousand years before.  That the voice of Yahweh 

hadn’t been heard in Israel for many years because Eli’s sons, like 

Aaron’s before, were derelict in their duties and immoral in their 

actions.  Eli, though he was himself righteous, just went along with 

whatever his sons did – even sacrilege.  Eli lost favor with the 

Almighty, who would no longer speak to Israel through him until 

these sons were disciplined.  Alas, Eli was more interested in 

pleasing his rotten children than pleasing his righteous Elohim. So 

Yahweh raised up a boy, Samuel, to hear his words and to tingle the 

ears of Israel (1 Samuel 3:11).  

   Zechariah realizes that these days are like Eli’s days – worship is as 

corrupt as that of Eli’s sons because those who rule the temple are 

whitewashed sepulchers – scrubbed clean outside, full of bones and 

stench inside (himself excluded, of course).  No, the Holy Spirit will 

never speak through such except in condemnation.  Likewise, there 

isn’t much hope that, when Zechariah goes into the Holy Place, 

Yahweh will have much to say to him, either.  He has no sons at all, 

bad or good, to offer for Yahweh’s service – he surely must be 

cursed.  Would that Yahweh raise up some little Samuel from the 

loins of Zechariah and Elisheva!  They’d prayed and prayed – and 

they’d tried and tried – for forty years they’d tried!  

   Finally, the time for Zechariah to fulfill his ministry in the Holy 

Place arrives, and he departs the pack of fellow clergymen who’ve 
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wished him well and sent him forth on the behalf of the whole people 

of Israel.  He is to burn the holy incense, symbolic of the prayers of 

the people: that sweet unction that pleases the Almighty so 

greatly.  As Zechariah makes his way up the porch through the 

Nicanor Gate past the Altar of Sacrifice through the robed clerics in 

the Court of Priests to the steps leading upward to the Holy Place, he 

can hear and feel the air reverberating with the loud, fervent prayers 

of those below - calling out for a Savior – like thunder shaking the 

firmament of air.  

    There’re thousands of voices resounding the chant of prayer, the 

petitions of the desperate, the exultation of the thankful.  Prayer 

comes forth in monstrous gusts.  Zechariah begins to tremble as the 

gravity of his mission sinks in.  Momentarily, he’s forced to stop on 

the porch; the sonic boom of human voices feels to him like a 

paralyzing earthquake.  ”I’m having a stroke!” he stammers.   ”No, it’s 

just my nerves.  My nerves are shot!”  And, in this state, he stops 

short of the entrance to the Holy Place for a moment.  Impressions of 

his uneventful life, serving this place so faithfully, start to filter into 

his consciousness – then his thoughts shift to his wife’s sorrow, scorn 

and loneliness – then his heart asks Yahweh a question, “Why?”  Yet 

the duty for which he has prepared his entire life calls out even 

louder than his heart. 

   He takes another step and begins to chant the psalm he’s sung as a 

prayer a thousand times before.  

Shiyr ha-Ma`alot!  ♪♫  “I lift up my eyes to you who are 
enthroned in heaven.  Just as the eyes of slaves are on their 
masters’ hand and the eyes of a slave-girl on the hand of her 
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mistress, so my eyes are on Yahweh my Elohim, for him to take 
pity on me.”♪♫  
 

   Zechariah loses the rhythm of the psalm and swoons, bloodying his 

knees there on the rough steps.  He hoarsely shouts the rest of his 

psalm, as the clamorous boom of the peoples’ response grows yet 

more thunderous.  His fellow priests look on in horror, some run to 

his rescue.  But Zechariah’s mind is on Elisheva as he continues his 

entreaty: 

♪♫ Chanenu Yahweh!  Have pity on me, have pity, for we have 
had our full share of scorn and more than our share of jeers 
from the self-righteous.  (Psalms 123) ♪♫ 
 

   His fellow priest, Annas, was one of these self- righteousness up-

and-comers.  Annas is immediately at his side, but he’s no friend of 

Zechariah’s.  He coyly shouts over the crowd into Zechariah’s ear: 

“Brother, perhaps you’ve forgotten the last words of your 

lament.  ’Scorn is for the proud’ (Psalms 123:4b NJB).  May Elohim 

strike you dead on account of this prideful moment, Zechariah.  Now 

go on in, you old coward.” 

   These hateful words are exactly what Zechariah needs to hear to 

get his strength back and stumble on up the steps.  ”Will Yahweh 

now strike me dead for entering this holy place in my pride and thus 

leave another grieving widow in Israel?”  Zechariah turns his head 

back to Annas. “Yes, may he strike me dead,” he shouts as he 

stumbles through the veil into the unknown. 

    Hours pass.  The praying crowd is now hushed – most folks 

disbursed long ago.  But the lawyer Jethro has ascended up the 

temple steps to the Court of the Priests, called up by Annas and some 
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of the others.  You see, there’s a point of law that needs confirming 

before they can proceed further.  This situation hasn’t occurred in 

recent memory; that is, what to do when a priest has been struck 

dead in the Holy Place.  How can they get him out?  They know 

someone just can’t up and go in and look around – only one priest 

can go in on this occasion by lot.  {Yes, I know this isn’t really the 

case.} 

   The priest named Levi is for taking a chance and just going on in 

and dragging Zechariah out. ”After all, he might not be quite dead 

yet.  He might have just been struck with the palsy. Maybe he needs 

help.”  Annas asks Levi, “Do you also want to be struck dead? 

Certainly he cursed himself before he went in.  We’re best to check 

for sure what to do – to err on the side of caution – rather than 

profane the Holy Place.”  But Annas is really stalling for more time in 

hopes that Zechariah will be most assuredly dead. 

   Then the priest Yahu offers his two mites: “Suppose we find a law 

that tells us how we can go in there, and we go in, but we find 

Zechariah is a pillar of salt.  Shouldn’t we have the lawyer check how 

we can get a wheelbarrow in there just in case?”  Annas replies, “Not 

a bad idea.  Go look it up, will you?”  

    Eliazar the priest says, “What if he was taken up before he could 

light the incense properly, like Enoch or Habakkuk, and he’s just 

vanished?  He is a righteous man, you know.  What then?  Will our 

prayers be in vain?”  Annas again replies, “Not likely, brother.  He’s 

a cursed man, remember.  Somebody in his family sinned or his wife 

would be, well, you know . . .  I’m certain he’s dead in there.”   
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   Zadok the priest now speaks up, “Give it some time.  If he’s dead, 

he’s dead.  We’ve got all day to look up procedure.  Consider this: 

there is the remote possibility that Yahweh or his angel is speaking 

to him right now.  That’s what’s supposed to happen in there, you 

know.  That’s what used to happen!  Yahweh used to speak in there!”  

  Annas tells Zadok, “Brother, we do not use that sacred name 

anymore.  You know it’s a curse to speak THE NAME.  Will you also 

be struck dead?  Besides, everyone knows that prophecy and 

revelation passed away with the last Bible prophet Malachi, who, 

under the inspiration of the Holy One, said to prepare his way for a 

return.  When he returns, then we shall use his name and hear his 

voice, but not now!  Not until he returns!  You got that?”  

   Now Zadok is a righteous man, but can’t help taking this 

opportunity: “Well said, brother Annas. Was it not this same prophet, 

Malachi, who wrote the words of YAHWEH about you?”  Annas was 

puzzled, “What do you mean, about me?”  Zadok rebukes him: “Thus 

says Yahweh, ‘O you priest who despises my name.  You have offered 

polluted meat upon my table.  With such a gift from your hand, will I 

show you any favor at all?’”  Zadok and Annas stare angrily at each 

other and posture themselves for a tussle. (Years later, when Annas 

is high priest, he’ll get his revenge by throwing Zadok off the 

temple’s parapet.) 

    Now the lawyer Jethro breaks the tension by forcing the law scroll 

between the two combatants.  “Chaverim, this’ll get us nowhere.  We 

must do something now.  The man’s been in the Holy Place for three 

hours.  Obviously, he’s either dead or ...”  ”Wait a minute!” cries 

Yahu. ”Look!  Brother Zechariah is alive!  Here he comes!  Why, 
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he looks like a dead man, but he’s on his feet, so he’s either the living 

dead or the dead living!  (I’m not sure which.)”  

   At that moment, a very disheveled Zechariah lurches out from 

behind the curtain, stumbles down the steps into the Court of the 

Priests, motions briefly at his cohort, and says absolutely nothing as 

he retreats through the Nicanor Gate.  He looks like a ghost with a 

stroke!  No one dares follows him – he’s obviously cursed – besides, 

the other priests and the lawyer are dumbfounded.  And Zechariah is 

struck dumb.  He’ll not speak again to anyone for a year – and 

nobody but Elisheva will learn why. 

   Now, do you want to know what happened to Zechariah in that 

Holy Place that caused him to be struck dumb?  What’s that?  ~~ Of 

course you do!  Did Yahweh curse him through the words of his 

archenemy, Annas?  No.  Did he have a stroke?  No.  The Bible relates 

that the following occurred: As he was igniting the incense, Yahweh’s 

angel Gavriel appeared and stood beside the altar.  Zechariah, who 

was shaky enough in entering, was paralyzed with fear.  

   But the angel said,  

“Zechariah, don’t be scared. I’m Gavriel and I’ve come to bring 
good news.  You’re not cursed, but your prayer’s been 
heard.  Elisheva will bear a son.  You’ll name him Yah-chanon – 
‘Yah is Merciful.’  He’ll be mighty: filled with the Holy Spirit from 
the womb.  He’ll lead many back to Yahweh.  In the spirit of 
Elijah, he’ll be the forerunner, reconciling fathers to sons and 
the sinful to right living, preparing a people fit for 
Yahweh.  Since you don’t believe your eyes and ears, you’ll be 
silenced until this has all come to pass.  Farewell.” (Luke 1:11ff 
paraphrase / excerpts) 
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   So this is why Zechariah can’t speak!  He’s a Sadducee.  He doesn’t 

believe in this sort of thing. To tell the tale might ruin his 

reputation.  Elisheva isn’t speaking either.  She doesn’t need an angel 

to tell her she’s with child – she’s reminded every morning now.  Yet 

she still didn’t tell for five more months.  Then she told everyone of 

her good fortune, giving her Heavenly Husband all the credit: 

“Yahweh has done this for me; it’s pleased him to wipe away my 

humiliation” (Luke 1:25). 

   Four months later, a son is born; Zechariah’s still dumb as a 

post.  However, in the mirth of the greatest event of his life (for this 

is even greater than his angelic visitation), he remembers Gavriel’s 

words: “The child will be your joy and delight at his birth; 

moreover, many will rejoice with you.”  For eight days the priest and 

his wife rejoice in the dance, having premonitions of their son’s 

importance, but not yet understanding the full measure of his future 

mission. 

   On the eighth day of the child’s life, the bris (circumcisor) attends 

to the family with prayer and his little knife.  The rite of 

circumcision marks the babe as being born under the covenant of 

Yahweh.  Part of the rite is the naming of the child, usually after his 

father, since it was presumed that the babe, as a Levite, would 

eventually take up his father’s temple duties.  The bris proclaims, “He 

will be called Zechariah.” But Elisheva protests: “No sir.  He is to be 

called Yah-chanon.”  The bris now protests: “Woman, no one in your 

family bears that name,” and he signals dumb Zechariah to name 

him.  He’ll no longer deal with this disrespectful woman.  Zechariah 

takes up the clay tablet hanging around his neck and writes with a 
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stick, to the amazement of all these bystanders, “His name is Yah-

chanon (John) – for Yahweh had mercy upon us.” 

    Now this is the point in which Yahweh does something that will 

affect all the generations of the world for thousands of years.  When 

Zechariah drops the writing stick, his tongue is loosed after a year of 

silence, having formerly had only that tablet of clay to speak for 

him.  And with this loosing, Yahweh’s tongue is also set free 

after three hundred years of silence with only tablets of stone to 

speak for him.  At the application of the name Yah-chanon, which 

means “The mercy of Yahweh,” Zechariah opens his mouth – no 

longer a mere priest, but a true bath qol (voice) of Yahweh Most High 

– and the first thing that comes out is an anointed prayer of 

thanksgiving: 

Ha shem Yahweh m’borak!  (Job 1:21)  “Blessed be Yahweh, 
the Elohim of Israel, for he has visited his people, he has set 
them free, and he has established for us saving power just as he 
said by the mouth of his holy prophets from ancient times, that 
he would grant us freedom from fear of the hands of our 
enemies, to serve him in holiness and uprightness all our days.” 
 

   Now Zechariah is overcome by the miraculous Shekinah (radiance) 

of the Almighty.  He now begins to hallel (shine). In tears of joy, his 

prayer turns into prophecy, the word of Yahweh springs forth from 

his mouth like a calf from the stall. 

“And you, child, you’ll be called ‘The Prophet of El Elyon,’ for you 
will prepare a highway for Yahweh, to teach his people salvation 
through the forgiveness of their sins, to give light to those who 
live in the darkness of death’s shadow and guide our feet into 
the way of peace.” 
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   Of course, this child Yah-chanon is John the Baptist, the forerunner 

of Yahweh and a prophet in his own right; born to be chased down 

by the soon-to-be high priest Annas and his son-in-law Caiaphas, 

who proclaimed that one man should die for all the people.  The 

story of John soon gets back to the omnivorous King Herod and his 

treacherous sons, who will consume any threat to their 

control.  Elisheva has no choice but to send the babe to the Chasids 

(Essenes) in the desert to preserve his life until the time of his public 

appearance, Israel’s visitation and his eventual martyrdom at the 

hands of Herod Antipas. 

   But until that fateful day when John would cry out for evil men such 

as these to repent in the name of Yahweh and be baptized, there 

is today a prophet – and a voice Israel hasn’t heard for centuries.  

That voice belongs to the Almighty Creator of the Cosmos, and 

Yahweh is his name – and his word and his name shall be projected 

for many years to come from the mouth of an old man named 

Zechariah – a man who was blessed by a curse – a man who was 

made a head from a tail (tale).  Amein. 

   And with this said, the slightly embellished tale of Zechariah the 

Priest, we learn how the prophetic word was restored.  Amein.  (To 

be continued in the next series of essays.) 
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Pilgrimage to Jerusalem:  
Yahshua’s First Feast of Tabernacles, 8 A.D. 

Luke 2:49.  Yahshua said to them, “How is it that you sought me? 
Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” 

PRODUCTION NOTE 
This is a story-like narrative about the family of Maryah (Mary) 
making pilgrimage from Nazareth to Jerusalem for the Feast of 
Tabernacles in 8 AD.  The story is based in the facts we know 
about the family and the time.  It contains many Hebrew names 
and terms. The original Hebraic English edition is here: 

www.jacksonsnyder.com/arc/2003/pilgrimage.htm. 
It is also interspersed with Psalms, prophetic readings and 
hymns to be used in unison with a congregation.  For the sake of 
the narrative, we understand that Ya’aqov (James) and Yahudah 
(Jude) were sons of Yosef (Joseph) and a first, deceased wife, 
that Yahshua’s birth was considered by Jewry to be outside the 
bounds of the Torah of Moses, and that Shimon (Simon), Yose 
(Joses), Shalome (Salome) and Yochana (Joanna) were children 
of Mary and Joseph, the latter is deceased by this time.  The story 
is based loosely on a chapter from Rabbi Yahshua by Bruce 
Chilton, but with different conclusions.  Note: that Yahshua knew 
“God” as “Elohim” is clearly demonstrated in Mark 15:34 and 
Matthew 27:46. 

  

THE PRAYER OF YAHSHUA  

Psalms 42 (NJB) Lament of a Levite in exile.  For the choirmaster. Poem 

of the sons of Korah. 

   As a deer yearns for running streams, so I yearn for you, my 
Elohim. I thirst for Elohim, the living Elohim; when shall I go to 
see the face of Elohim?  I have no food but tears day and night, 
as all day long I am taunted, "Where is your Elohim?"  This I 
remember as I pour out my heart, how I used to pass under the 
roof of the Most High used to go to the house of Elohim, among 
cries of joy and praise, the sound of the feast.  Why be so 
downcast, why all these sighs? Hope in Elohim! I will praise him 
still, my Savior, my Elohim.  When I am downcast, I think of you: 
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from the land of Jordan and Hermon, I think of you, humble 
mountain.  Deep is calling to deep by the roar of your cataracts; 
all your waves and breakers have rolled over me.  In the 
daytime Elohim sends his faithful love, and even at night; the 
song it inspires in me is a prayer to my living Elohim.  I shall say 
to Elohim, my rock, "Why have you forgotten me?  Why must I 
go around in mourning, harassed by the enemy?"  With death in 
my bones, my enemies taunt me; all day long they ask me, 
"Where is your Elohim?"  Why so downcast, why all these 
sighs? Hope in Elohim! I will praise him still, my Savior, my 
Elohim. 

  

THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES is in the fall beginning the fifteenth 

day of the seventh month (see Leviticus 23:34ff) and lasts for one full 

week.  The first day and last day are holidays, and work is 

forbidden.  The days in between consist of a harvest festival in which 

peoples from all over the world get together in an appropriate place 

to rejoice in the blessings of Yahweh.  A “tabernacle” (sukkah in 

Hebrew) is a temporary dwelling.  Tabernacles were to be made 

from things found on the ground.  I think of them as “lean-tos” in the 

woods.  The people of Yahweh prepare their sukkah the week before 

the feast – so Tabernacles is a time of camping and rejoicing – a 

vacation from the work of farming or whatever.  

   Yahshua kept Tabernacles all his life.  The prophet says that 

Tabernacles will be observed by all people forever (Zechariah 

14:16).  When the Pilgrims enjoyed their first harvest in the 

Jamestown colony, though many had died that year, they celebrated 

the Feast of Tabernacles, which we now call Thanksgiving. Currently, 

the Feast is observed by both Jews and Christians worldwide, with 

delegates of the Christian world returning yearly to Jerusalem to 
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keep the feast with the like-minded in accordance with the 

commandment of Yahweh. 

   Much of the Snyder family made pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the 

Feast of Tabernacles in 1989.  It was the only reunion our family 

ever had and ever shall until we meet in Heaven.  And it was 

wonderful to spend this holy time in worship and recreation with 

brothers and sister from all over the world – tens of thousands of 

Believers kept the feast there – and to experience the sights and 

sounds of the Holy Land.  But one need no longer go to Jerusalem to 

keep the Feast; there are many assembly grounds that provide 

Tabernacle fellowship throughout the world.   

  
{Traditional Jewish Song, “Jerusalem the Golden”} 
  
THE PILGRIMAGE 

Part 1 – From Nazareth to the Wilderness 

   Ya’aqov ben Yosef (James the brother of Yahshua, aka James the 

Just), at twenty-five years of age, had long before accepted the vow 

his parents made on his behalf at his birth – since he was the first-

born of a religious family, they dedicated his life to Yahweh’s service 

in chastity and poverty.  But now, as an adult, it seems to him that his 

primary ministry is to be the spiritual leader of his late mother’s five 

children –Yahudah, Shimon, Yose, Shalome,  and Yochana.  You see, 

Ya’aqov is only two years younger than his “stepmother,” Maryah, 

and her children nearly young enough to be his own.  Ya’aqov’s 

brother, Yahudah, took over his father Yosef’s construction business, 

which made Yahudah the family financier at age 23.  Their father, 

Yosef, died just last year. 
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   We’re visiting this Galilean family just before the Feast of 

Tabernacles in the year 8 AD, when Yahshua is about fourteen years 

of age and Maryah is twenty-seven.  There’s nothing unusual about a 

mixed family in the first century – life expectancy in rural Galilee was 

short, so families came together.  And there is respect for this family 

in Nazareth.  Ya’aqov is already a leader in the local assembly. 

Yahudah is a businessman, though his out-of-town building projects 

keep him absent much of the time.  Maryah is too young to be a 

stepmother to her husband’s adult children, but she became the wife 

of the widower Yosef when she was thirteen, and therefore her 

children were conceived in an acceptable union.  

   All but one child, that is – her oldest.  The religious authorities 

consider Yahshua’s conception to be unlawful, which prohibits him 

from attending any local religious services or schools.  It’s for this 

reason that Yahshua would later become known as “the carpenter” 

( – builder), for he was schooled under the strict hand of his 

elder half-brother Yahudah, with whom he’d gone to work since he 

was able to walk.  Yahudah was teaching him the family trade and 

carried him all over the province to work, where Yahshua learned 

things not taught in schools, met people not seen in Nazareth, and 

got acquainted with a heavenly Father not found in any temple or 

synagogue.  Now Yahshua is fourteen, attaining the age of manhood 

without benefit of any ceremony, yet ascribed as worthy by his 

Father in Heaven and the angels of the Sky.  This is why Yahshua is 

so anxious to get to Jerusalem and its Temple.  He’d heard in the 

Scripture that this Temple contained the throne room of his 

Father.  He just knew that when he got there, all the rejection would 
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crumble away and he’d finally feel acceptable and accepted.  His 

vision would indeed come to pass, but not at all as he’d planned. 

   After consulting with the elders of Nazareth, the family was given 

leave to go on pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles. It 

would be a difficult journey, not only because of the hard travel for a 

large family, but because Galileans had very little money – they did 

all their business by trade – my wheat for your wine, my building for 

your weaving, my fish for your writing.  

   The Jerusalem Temple to which the family was heading was by far 

the largest religious structure in the entire world, known from the 

ends of the earth for its wealth and grandeur.  It was the focal point 

for the worship of the Creator of the Universe, and its magnificence 

proved to all people the potency of the Almighty Yahweh.  

   The trip will take at least five days, starting out before the first 

light, traveling not south, but east so as to cross the Jordan River and 

avoid journeying through Samaria.  Ya’aqov, Yahudah, Maryah, 

Yahshua and the children pass many ancient villages on the east 

bank of the Jordan when they turn south to follow the river.  On this 

route, the locals live off the revenue of pilgrims, wanderers and 

soldiers.  Though some are nominal Jews, they don’t much share the 

close-knit family morality of rural Galileans.  Ya’aqov and Yahudah 

set up their family tabernacle in the wilderness outside these towns 

rather than pay an inn or risk slick city thieves.  The family of Yosef 

was, in fact, camping in Canaan’s Land as had their ancient ancestors. 

  
{Gospel Song, “Camping in Canaan’s Land”} 
  
Part 2 – Spying Out the Kingdom 
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    But staying in tabernacles in the wilderness also has its 

dangers.  The unexpected autumn rainstorms could sweep the family 

right down into the Jordan valley to their deaths.  There are leopards 

and jackals at night seeking prey – fully able to carry off one of the 

younger children.  Some say there’re still lions in those parts.  But 

there’s a more dangerous beast to be wary of – the human beast!  For 

thugs often lay in wait for campers, even in the wildest regions. After 

eating a little bread with stew made from leeks, onions and maybe a 

little meat, the family douses their fire and huddles together beneath 

their tabernacle, protected only by their cloaks, their staffs and their 

vigilance.  

   Breakfast at dawn is more coarse bread, hummus and oil.  The little 

group then continues south, observing the great cliffs on either side 

of the Jordan valley.  As they move on, the landscape noticeably 

changes – from the flatlands of Galilee through the deep wadis of the 

Jordan to the occasional glimpse of the barren Judean mountains. 

They’re climbing in altitude now – the going is rough – sweaty – slow 

– but they’re determined to be UP in Jerusalem by feast time.  

   By late afternoon on the fifth day, they’d almost reached the end of 

their hundred-mile journey.  Here are narrow, pebbly beaches on the 

cold Jordan River, places where they could have easy access to the 

water for bathing and rest for the last leg of their journey.  While the 

family relaxes there, Yahshua wonders off around the riverbank and 

beholds a site out on the river that greatly interests him.  In this most 

unlikely place, hundreds of pilgrims converge on the river, where 

they remove their clothing and enter into the shallows of the 

water.  They’re splashing and dunking and crying out and praying 
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and repenting.  There’s one fellow with soaking wet hair way down 

to his waist who’s in the lead.  Yahshua knows this man is a navi 

(prophet) of Israel, and he’s strangely drawn toward the group, but 

timidly changes his mind and hurries back to Ya’aqov for an 

explanation. 

   The youth Yahshua asks Ya’aqov, “Brother, I see a thousand people 

swimming and a prophet like you with really long hair down the 

river.  What’s it all about and who is he?” Ya’aqov hastily explains, 

“Little brother, it’s probably Banyah. People are being cleansed from 

their sins in that water.  I thought we might see Banyah 

hereabouts.  Show me where.”  Yahshua leads Ya’aqov to the 

site.  Ya’aqov says, “It’s Banyah, all right.  I’m going down to see him 

for awhile. You go back and tell the family where I am.”  But Yahshua 

cries, “Brother, I want to see Banyah, too!” “No, boy,” scolds Ya’aqov. 

“Remember – your place is to watch over the girls.  Now go hence.” 

Ya’aqov goes on to see Banyah the Dunker.  But Yahshua doesn’t 

return.  He follows at a safe distance.  When he gets close, Yahshua 

hears Banyah cry, “Repent, you all, for the Kingdom of Yahweh is 

nigh!”  “Yes,” thinks the young Yahshua, “the Kingdom is nigh indeed, 

and I am nigh unto the Kingdom.”  Yahshua wants to go down to the 

river, but he fears Ya’aqov. 

  
{Hymn, “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks”}  
  
Part 3 - The Harvest at Bethany 

   The next morning, the troop walks the day to the west, into a 

suburb of Jerusalem called Bethany, where they would stay with 
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their widowed uncle, Simon bar Cleopas, and his family, Marta 

(Martha), Miriam (Mary) and the young Eliezar (Lazarus). 

   Simon’s house is situated on a broad street in a highly populated 

area, and there are people constantly passing by on their way to and 

from Jerusalem; many pilgrims from all over the world are seen, 

both the rich camel trains and the poor foot-wanderers, rich and 

poor both making ready for the Feast.  The house itself is grand by 

rural Galilean standards, with a large common room, a second story 

and a flat roof.  It’s on that roof where Maryah and her family will 

stay.  In Galilee, a man would always see where he’d left off in the 

fields from his roof.  Here, all that could be seen were more 

roofs.  Maryah’s strange son, Yahshua, looks out over the vast city 

from that roof in Bethany.  And though there’re no fields to be seen, 

he still sees fields white with harvest.  After all, the Feast of 

Tabernacles is the time to thank Yahweh for the plentiful harvest: of 

barley, figs and grapes, sheep and cattle, and souls of men. 

  
{Hymn, “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”} 
  
Part 4 – Ya’aqov at the Market Stall 

   Before dawn, the young man Ya’aqov sets out for Jerusalem alone 

to buy a goat for sacrifice.  By sun up, he’s at the Market Stall south of 

the temple on the hill called Olivet.  His sacrifice on behalf of his 

family and his hometown has to be a perfect animal without 

blemish.  Ya’aqov finds the prices for sacrificial animals to be very 

steep and he wishes it were legal to bring his own.  As a Nazarite, 

Ya’aqov can judge the perfection of goats with his own eyes and 

hands.  Yet the vendor makes it perfectly clear that the only 
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acceptable goats, blemished or not, were the ones the priests had 

specially marked with paint.  This corruption is disgusting to 

Ya’aqov, but if he’s to sacrifice, he has no other choice but to do it in 

the way of corruption.  At least for now. 

   Ya’aqov takes his goat directly through the north gate to the 

Temple for inspection by a priest.  The priest is very disappointed 

that Ya’aqov has no money to bribe him, but, seeing the paint on the 

goat’s coat, the priest confirms the animal for sacrifice.  In a 

threatening manner, Ya’aqov the Nazarite insists that though the 

goat is rigged, he must be allowed to bring his family’s grain and 

wine offering.  At least that part of the sacrifice would be completely 

theirs.  Ya’aqov also asserts his right to lay his hands on the goat 

prior to its sacrifice.  To lay hands on one’s sacrifice is important for 

serious worshipers, since it indicates that the offering is 

personal rather than “boughten.”  But in spite of priestly assurances, 

Ya’aqov knows he’ll be lucky to get through the mob to touch any 

animal at all. 

  
{ Hymn, “Arise, Shine Out, Your Light Has Come.”} 
  
Part 5 – No Respect for Zion 

   Back in Bethany, Yahshua and the rest of the family, having eaten 

fresh fruit for breakfast, set out to meet Ya’aqov at the pool of 

Siloam, near the Temple.  As they wait at this popular attraction for 

Ya’aqov to join them, they’re all completely awed by the site of the 

parapet, or temple foundation.  The huge stones gleam absolute 

white in the sun, and fit together so perfectly that it’s nearly 

impossible to tell from a distance where one stops and the other 
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starts.  It was beyond their ability to imagine that, fifty years in the 

future, Ya’aqov bar Yosef would be pushed from the top of this 

parapet to his death for the sake of his younger brother, Yahshua. 

   The hill of Zion had become a thirty-five acre rectangular mountain 

of gleaming stone with magnificent porticos, columns and 

courtyards.  The reflection of daylight off the solid gold facade made 

the whole mountain appear to burn like a second sun.  They can’t see 

much of it from Siloam, but what they see they can scarcely take 

in.  Way off in the distance, they can actually see wisps of rising 

smoke from the first of the morning sacrifices.  They’re all extremely 

excited to be on the very outskirts of what they consider to be the 

very Kingdom of Elohim.  Yahshua is ecstatic. 

   The family ascends up the steps from the pool toward the heights 

of Mount Zion.  The children, who’d never been in any city before, 

gawk at all the vendors’ offerings of fruits, nuts, grains, flowers, 

honey, wine and everything else imaginable on the way up the 

Mount.  And they also see scores of uniformed police – these “temple 

guards” are trained in police work by the Romans and wear uniforms 

much like them.  

   They also see non-Jewish tourists with guides going up.  Many 

women have no head covering at all, or bare-shouldered or 

barelegged, wearing see-through cotton tunics decorated with 

expensive purple scarves – and jewelry.  What are these unrighteous, 

indecent foreigners doing, ascending to the Holy Place?  No wonder 

foreigners are resented in these parts; no wonder there’s so much 

armed conflict and terrorism.  Why do these tourists show so little 
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respect for faith or Elohim or the Holy City?  Even many Levites and 

priests are wearing Roman-style clothing. 

   Now, here’s Ya’aqov.  He approaches Maryah and Yahudah and says 

quietly, “There’s much fixing to be done here. It will take some time.” 

  
{ American Spiritual, “Fix Me, Jesus”} 
  
Part 6 – Ascending to the Holy Place 

   All those, Jew or Gentile, Israelite or tourist, who plan on entering 

any part of the Temple first have to be washed.  The southern slope 

of the Temple consists of a system of canals, water channels and 

cisterns, so that all might bathe and thus become ritually clean 

before approaching the presence of the Holy One.  Even tourists and 

Romans had to bathe before entering into the Courts of the 

Temple.  The various sects of Judaism had different understandings 

of baths and baptisms, and different means of cleansing.  The 

Sadducees and Pharisees charged to use their pools.  The Pharisees 

had the most modern kind of pool.  Everyone wanted to try 

that.  There was a holding tank above the regular tank that could 

dole out a little clean water after someone bathed, thus fulfilling the 

requirement that the water be “living,” or running, water.  Of course, 

Banyah’s Jordan River experience was the only actual immersion in 

running water – and his was free.  

   After bathing, there were three courts to which the people would 

then progress – the Court of Israelites for the men of Israel, the Court 

of Women for women and children, and the court of the Nations, for 

tourists, animals and vendors.  (To go where one was not allowed 

incurred a death sentence upheld even by the Romans.)  
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   Yahshua and his family find a simple pool and pay the required 

sum so that their clothes might be secured and they might receive a 

flax towel.  They could then approach farther only in a clean tunic 

with bare feet.  They start to climb the narrow staircase deep inside 

this gleaming pedestal they’d been looking at all along.  It’s a four-

story, windowless climb, as dark as a cave, though torches light the 

way.  Their companions are fear and awe, since the air is so stagnant 

with smoke and there are so many others crammed into its half-

light.  To ease their terror, Yahshua begins singing the family’s 

favorite hymn – they all join in, even the tourists: 

Who shall ascend up to Yahweh’s hill? 
Or who shall stand in his place? 
Never the vain man, never the false, but 
Those with clean hands; those with pure hearts; 
They will receive Yahweh’s blessing then, 
And justice from Elohim. (Psalm 24:3-5) 
 

   When they crawl out of the staircase, they’re like ants flowing out 

of the mound.  The sunlight only adds to the blinding reflection of 

silver and gold from the temple edifice itself.  The worshipers and 

tourists peel off into their permitted courtyard – Yahshua, his 

mother and his younger siblings enter the Court of the Women, one 

step removed from the Great Court of the Israelites, where Yahudah 

turned in to meet Ya’aqov, who was already there. Yahshua inches 

his way through the crowds of women and children to the edge of 

the Court of Women nearest the sanctuary.  This is what he’d been 

waiting for since he’d seen the Kingdom of Yahweh in a mustard 

seed back in Galilee – this was his pilgrimage to the holiest spot on 
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earth – his Kingdom.  He recalls the words written in the scroll of 

Zechariah: 

Living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, 
And Yahweh shall be the king over all the earth. 
So then all the nations shall go up year to year 
To worship the King, our Yahweh Sabaoth, 
To keep the Feast in their Sukkot there.  (Zechariah 14:8ff) 

  

Now Yahshua is actually seeing the white marble Sanctuary, the Holy 

Place.  The King would reign from within.  He knows that recessed 

within those walls is Yahweh’s throne room, the focal point of all 

heavenly energy, the link between the cosmos and the planet, 

between the temporal and the immortal – the qodesh qodeshim, the 

Holy of Holies, with its Seat of Mercies. 

  
{Contemporary Gospel song, “The Mercy Seat”} 
  
Part 7 – The Abomination 

   Before this unseen throne, in the openness of the Great Court, an 

altar of unhewn stone towers twenty-five feet high, covered with 

ramps and ashes and baked-on blood.  Around it rages a fire high 

into the air fed by animal fat and huge logs.  Dozens of blood-

spattered priests lead an unending throng of animals to the 

slaughter, slicing throats, disemboweling carcasses, dividing the 

meat between worshipers and priests, consigning the fat to the fire 

and the other parts to be hauled off the valley of Hinnom outside the 

city, where the trash fires continually burn and the worm consumes 

forever.  Flesh and fat pops loudly on the altar; wine boils and 

sputters.  Grain, thrown in the fire, explodes like fireworks, adding 
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yet another awesome dimension to the spectacle.  Animals bellow, 

fervent prayers rise, songs of triumph fill the air in the midst of the 

stench of carcasses, sweat, excrement, burning flesh and deafening 

noise. 

   Yahshua could barely see his older brother Ya’aqov in the Great 

Court flailing around trying to lay his hands on a loose goat while his 

unshorn hair catches fire.  Ya’aqov, like the other righteous folk of 

Nazareth, had never fully accepted Yahshua as an Israelite because 

Yahshua is a mamzer, a person born through a union that is 

forbidden by Mosaic Law, so they all thought.   They had no trouble 

accepting his younger siblings, Shimon, Yose and the girls, because 

there is no question about their parentage.  Though the religious 

would always treat him as an outcast, Yahshua knows who his 

Father is and what Kingdom is planned for him, even at this tender 

age of fourteen.  He has a naïve and crazy plan, you see. 

   Yahshua now looks back through the crowds of the Court of 

Women and spies his young mother and the rest of the brood.  She’d 

come so far to make this pilgrimage, to worship in the city of the 

great king, to sacrifice so much, and to preserve their Hebrew 

heritage – she’d come for all the right reasons.  Ya’aqov was only a 

year or two younger than Mary, and certainly the Israelite of the 

family, but it was Maryah who gained permission for her family to 

make the trip, and it was Maryah who accumulated the provisions, 

even out of her penury.  Yahshua knows he will miss his mother and 

brothers and sisters if all works out.  But he wouldn’t miss Ya’aqov 

or Yahudah, that’s for sure. 
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   One more time Yahshua looks upon the sacrificial spectacle in 

horror.  No, this Temple isn’t at all like what he thought.  It’s now is 

repulsive; a nightmare, to him.  There’s Ya’aqov, his hair ablaze, with 

his hands firmly on the goat.  A Levite slits its throat; another begins 

the butchery.  Yahshua stays to see the fat of the goat thrown in the 

fire, then the wine and the grain from Galilee – a “thanksgiving 

offering” for a successful year.  But Yahshua doesn’t feel thankful or 

successful now as he should after the sacrifice.  The reality of this 

abomination in the name of his Father sets in upon him and he 

begins to weep like a baby.  He remembers Father’s words he’d 

heard recited time after time after time: 

Isaiah 1:11ff   I am full up with burnt offerings of rams and fat 
beasts; and I do not delight in the blood of bulls, lambs or 
goats. Bring no more vain sacrifices; to me, the smell is an 
abomination; I cannot stand your holidays and your worship 
services.  I hate your feasts; I am tired of them all.  So when you 
pray, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood, says Yahweh. 
 

   His naïve confidence in the whole system is shaken. 

  
{Hymn, “When Our Confidence Is Shaken”} 
  
Part 8 – Deconstruction 

   The young Yahshua looks again through the crowd to mother.  He 

remembers what she’d told him about his birth and the 

consequences of it for her; an old prophet had written to her that, 

“This child is set for the fall and rising of many in Israel; and for 
a sign which shall be spoken against. Yea, a sword shall pierce 
through your own soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed.” 
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Nobody notices this boy crying in the Court of the Women.  But as he 

dabs at his tears with his tunic, he hears the rest of his Father’s 

admonition: 

Isaiah 1:17ff  “Go.  Learn well; seek judgment, relieve the 
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.  Come 
now, says the I AM; let us reason together.  Though your sins are 
scarlet, they shall be white as snow.” 
 

   Yahshua goes to his mother.  There’s no point in conversation – 

there’s too much noise.  But Maryah sees that he’s crying.  “What is it, 

boy?” she yells.  He only whispers, “I must be about my Father’s 

business” as he vanishes into the sea of people.  Somehow Maryah 

hears his whisper.  She sees him disappear.  She won’t see him again 

for many years. 

   Yahshua runs down the Temple steps, into the city, picking up his 

rude clothing on the way.  He sees the blood running down the 

gutters into the sewers and manure mixed with unmentionable 

grisly “parts” piled high in the cobblestone streets; yet the markets 

about are all open, selling every kind of harvest – leeks, onions, 

melons of many types – and wool, linen, cotton, olives – and oil, 

scented, drugged, medicinal – and clay and copper lamps – and 

clothing of every sort, tunics, mantles, togas, sandals.  Food is being 

cooked in the stink: stews, skewered meat, beef, goat, chicken – and 

fish, pickled, boiled, dried, salted – even fresh (very expensive!). 

There are donkeys, camels, mules – even horses in the street with 

carts and trains.  

   People of all sorts are massed in every living space – Yahshua hears 

Aramaic, Greek, Latin, Egyptian, Phrygian – even Hebrew, a language 
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used exclusively in the Temple – these are the tongues of the 

world.  He recognizes languages from his travels with Yahudah. 

Yahshua wanders around for two hours – wherever he is, he had 

only to look up to the rising column of smoke from the Temple 

altars.  This was a sign of the abomination that had forced him 

thither.  No matter where he went in the city, the smoke column was 

a constant reminder of the futility and ambiguity of killing and 

burning animals as a means to the great Elohim. 

   But where will he go?  He certainly won’t return to Nazareth to be 

treated as an outcast.  He won’t go back to Ya’aqov, who taunts him, 

or Yahudah who enslaves him.  He can’t stay with Marta and Mariam 

in Bethany – they’d send him back to Nazareth.  His trade is far too 

primitive for this area.  He has no money.  He couldn’t go back and he 

couldn’t stay.  He was like Moses, a stranger in a strange land, even 

though this was supposed to be his kingdom.  Yet, even among all 

these strangers, he’s still a mamzer, an outcast.  He’d been 

conditioned from his earliest recollection that he didn’t really belong 

anywhere.  Yahshua falls to the filthy curb and cries out in tears, 

“Avi!  Eli!  Where must I go?  What will I eat and who will clothe me?” 

   Then, through all the emotions, smells, cacophony of noise, fear, 

and inexperience of his youth, Yahshua’s mind suddenly clears, and 

he’s reminded by a still, small voice that he did indeed have a father, 

an “abba,” upon which he could call.  His mother told him she’d 

named him after his Father in Heaven, Yahweh.  Yahshua means: “the 

salvation of Yahweh.”  He is heartened some because he knows he’s 

special to Abba; yet if he’s special, why do his own people treat him 

so?  
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   Now words he had heard his mother recite a thousand times make 

sense for the first: 

Isaiah 61:2ff. paraphrase.  The spirit of Yahweh shall rest upon 
him, of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and might, of 
knowledge and of reverence; And shall make him understand 
things quickly: he shall not judge by sight nor hearing, but with 
righteousness.  And righteousness shall gird his loins, and 
faithfulness his reins. 
 

There’s a long pause and a silence in his mind despite the din.  Then 

Abba speaks only a few quiet words, but they are enough.  Abba tells 

his son, “Get out of town, son; back over the Jordan – get out to 

Banyah the Dunker.”  Yahshua hears these words and there’s a 

sudden peace for his soul.   

   All of a sudden, all the confusion returns when a uniformed man 

severely kicks the boy Yahshua and threatens, “Faq talya!”  (“Get out, 

boy.”)  The kick knocks him over – he falls eastward, and he opens 

his eyes to see the sun, which is now rising high in the eastern 

sky.  “Isn’t this what Father just told me?  To get out?”  Yahshua 

muses.  Ignoring the pain, he gets himself out of the gutter and starts 

walking east, toward the sun, toward the Jordan.  A smile of hope 

crosses his face as he walks into the sun.  Amein. 

  
{Hymn, “Shall We Gather at the River,” verse 4 only.} 
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Yahshua’s Lost Years 
 

`
`

“A man comes after me who has become  
ahead of me for he was my first.” 

– Yochanon the Dunker, John1:30b 

  

Luke 3:21-38  Now when all the people were baptized, and 
when Yahshua also had been baptized and was praying, the sky 
was opened,  22.  and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 
bodily form, as a dove, and a voice came from the sky, "You are 
my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased.”  23. 23.  Yahshua, 
when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being 
the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli,   24.  the 
son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of 
Jannai, the son of Joseph,   25.  the son of Mattathias, the son of 
Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 
Naggai,   26.  the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of 
Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda,   27.  the son of 
Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of 
Shealtiel, the son of Neri,   28.  the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, 
the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er,   29.  the 
son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of 
Matthat, the son of Levi,   30.  the son of Simeon, the son of 
Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 
 31.  the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the 
son of Nathan, the son of David,   32.  the son of Jesse, the son of 
Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Sala, the son of Nahshon, 33. 
33.  the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni, 
the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah,   34.  the 
son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of 
Terah, the son of Nahor,   35.  the son of Serug, the son of Reu, 
the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36. the son of 
Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, 
the son of Lamech,   37.  the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, 
the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38. the 
son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of  
Yahweh.  

71



 

 

  

A Curious Saying 

   There’s a curious quote in Scripture I’d like to share with you found 

in John 1:30.  It’s the spoken word of Yochanon (John) the Dunker as 

he refers to Yahshua. Yochanon says, “After me cometh a man that is 

preferred before me: for he was before me.”  When I was learning to 

translate, I started with this chapter.  This verse works out literally 

as, “A man comes after me who has become ahead of me for he was my 

first.” Think of that for a moment.  Yochanon says of Yahshua, “He 

was my first.”  Could Yochanon be saying that Yahshua was his first 

disciple, and that he advanced above his teacher?  This discovery of 

many years ago surprised me.  Yet now, as we consider the “lost 

years of Yahshua,” Yochanon’s saying, that “he was my first,” makes 

good sense.  You’ll see. 

  

Prayer 

   Father, to know your Son is the goal of our lives.  Grant us the 
courage and imagination to seek out the Yahshua of history as well 
as the Yahshua of faith, for it’s in his name we pray.  Amen. 
  

Lost Years 

   The Bible doesn’t speak explicitly of Yahshua’s whereabouts during 

his “lost years.”  Sometimes we assume that Yahshua came into our 

world with full knowledge of his mission and purpose.  However, this 

can’t be the case if he came as a babe, was placed in the care of 

righteous parents, and grew to be a boy and then a man.  Humans are 

influenced by their nurture and environment: by the way they’re 

raised.  It was no different for Yahshua.  He didn’t spring from the 
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head of Yahweh; he was born.  He came not only to teach, but to 

learn, evidenced by the three days he was “lost” in Jerusalem at age 

twelve, found on the temple steps, “sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them questions” (Luke 2:46). 

   There are many theories about the lost years.  The most popular 

notion is that he was studying religion in India with Buddhist holy 

men who kept a journal of his travels and teachings.  Yahshua is still 

known as Saint Issa of Buddhism and his teachings have been 

published and widely circulated today (in books such as The Lost 

Years of Jesus and The Life of Saint Issa).  

   It’s too much of a stretch to believe that a youth with limited 

financial resources could wonder a thousand miles away from home, 

become a Buddhist saint in a few years then return back to Israel to 

teach, preach, heal, die and rise.  It taxes the intellect.  A superior 

assessment of the lost years may be made from the Gospels and 

historical and archaeological evidence.  Look: 

  

Herod and the Slaughter of the Innocents 

   Yahshua was born on the run.  He travels in the womb from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem where he’s born in a cave / stable, then 

Joseph is warned by the angel of dreams, “rise, take the child and his 

mother, and flee to Egypt; for Herod is about to destroy him” 

(Matthew 2:13), and off they go.  How long they stay, we don’t know. 

When the great Herod dies, they return to Bethlehem, then Nazareth. 

This trek was the result of the Wise Men reporting to the great Herod 

that a new king was born who would take his place!  Herod’s 

response to that threat?  (Matthew 2:16) Herod was in a furious 
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rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in 

all that region who were two years old or under.  

   This great Herod, an Arab, had inherited his kingship from his 

father (Antipater), who’d been appointed by Rome (55 BC). Herod 

had already ruled for thirty years and taken ten wives and made 

himself lots of threatening heirs to the throne.  Now, in the dusk of 

his reign, he’s insane.  Paranoid of losing command, he murders 

three of his sons (6 BC and 4 BC) as a prelude to the Bethlehem 

massacre of infants (4 BC).  At his death (4 BC), three other sons 

would split Palestine among them, sons with Bible names: Herod 

Archelaus (to 6 AD, Matthew 2:22), Herod Antipas (to 39 AD, “the 

tetrarch,” Matthew 14:1) and (Herod) Philip (to 34 AD, Matthew 

14:13). 

   But why would these children of David’s royal city need to be 

slaughtered en masse?  Herod knew the Scriptures, that one in 

David’s line would someday rise again to the Monarchy.  That’s why 

Yahshua’s genealogy was recorded in this essay.  Did you notice 

famous names, like Judah, Joshua, David and Solomon, in Yahshua’s 

ancestry?  Genealogies were public then and studied closely.  The 

Herods knew Yahshua’s ancestry, even if the religious leaders 

didn’t.  The record was proof enough that a “son” of David, like 

Yahshua of Nazareth, or any of a hundred others in Bethlehem, could 

have made a claim to the throne, had the rival enough popular 

support to revolt.  And with the common people, the Herods certainly 

weren’t popular. Many revolts had failed. 

   After the great Herod died, his sons wouldn’t allow the matter to 

rest, for their thrones were likewise in jeopardy.  In those days, 
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potential political rivals, even children, were murdered before they 

had the opportunity to ascend to power, as we see in the case of 

Herod’s older sons, dispatched by his own hand.  (The Herods ruled 

for 134 years, from 55 BC to 70 AD).  Yahshua, if he gained a 

following, would be rubbed out early on.  Many Messiahs had already 

gone on to the chopping block, stake or spear. 

  

Yochanon the Dunker, Yahshua, The Poor and The Way 

   Herod’s attempt on the children might also have destroyed 

Yochanon the Dunker had he not been sent into the desert at an 

early age.  We learned that Yochanon’s mother Elisheva and 

Yahshua’s mother Maryah were kin, and that Maryah helped 

Elisheva deliver Yochanon.  Like Yahshua, Yochanon had been 

dedicated to Yahweh from birth, and sent away to “Bethany beyond 

the Jordan” where he could safely be readied for a religious 

vocation.  This isn’t the same Bethany of Lazarus, but another 

Bethany, east of Judea, in the province of Perea (? or Nabatea), 

outside Israel.  There Yochanon led an austere life of prayer among 

men of a religious sect opposed to the corruption of the Temple of 

Yahweh in Jerusalem.  This desert sect was known as “The Poor” 

(Ebionim) and their doctrine was known as “The Way” (Halakah).   A 

famous teacher had once led the group into paths of righteousness, 

but years before a “Wicked Priest” of the Temple had assassinated 

him.  Now these men carried on in the Way they’d been taught, 

awaiting an Anointed One who would return Israel to the true 

government and worship of Yahweh.  And Yochanon was among 

them now.  “The Poor” were a lot like us: having all things in 
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common, seeking scriptural holiness, awaiting the coming of a King 

and ready to fight for righteousness if need be. 

  

The Questionable Birth 

   We also recall that Yahshua was a firstborn son and taken 

to Jerusalem to be circumcised on the eighth day of his life, like 

Yochanon, dedicated to the service of Yahweh.  However, back 

in Nazareth of Galilee, where Maryah and Joseph lived, his birth was 

questionable; authorities thought him to be a mamzer, a person “of 

irregular, inferior, or dubious birth.”  He had no right to an education 

in Nazareth.  Evidence is found in Mark 6:3, where Yahshua is called 

a teknon (“builder”), the son of Maryah, not of Joseph, not of Elohim.  

Also, in John 8:19, the religious taunt him about his origins, “We 

know who our father is!  Who’s your father?”  Boys who weren’t 

educated were put to work in the family trade as soon as they could 

walk.  Herod had lots of building projects going on all over Palestine 

and undoubtedly Yahshua was traveling in the construction business 

with his kin from his earliest years. 

   By 6 or 7 AD, when Yahshua and Yochanon would have reached 

thirteen, the age of manhood, Herod Archelaus was dethroned, and 

the provinces of Judea and Perea came under the direct control of a 

Roman governor.  Years later, that governor (procurator) would be 

Pontius Pilate.  It was about this same time, shortly after he’d made 

his first pilgrimage to Jerusalem for Passover at the age of twelve 

(Luke 2:42), that Yahshua, who’d grown in wisdom and stature and 

favor, left from Galilee, where Herod (Antipas) still ruled, and made 

his way southeast down the Jordan valley to Bethany in Perea to 
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meet up with his kinsman Yochanon, to live among “The Poor” on 

“The Way.” 

  

Learning Together  

   But that was their plan all along.  Though Yochanon and Yahshua 

were very different in temperament, they had much in common, 

were close in age, were kinsmen, loved Yahweh, and were his sons. 

They lived the common life of “The Poor” in the desert on “The Way,” 

scratching for what they could, accepting alms from wealthy 

supporters of distant cities, working hard to earn their bread and 

keep among the older brethren of the group.  

   Besides working, they were learning – learning how to express 

godly love, how to share; they learned the meaning of true holiness 

and true worship.  There they spent large amounts of time in prayer 

and fasting and seeking.  They learned the Scriptures by heart, 

especially the Prophets.  There they dedicated their lives wholly to 

Father Yahweh and the cause of the poor, and they acquired 

talmidim (students).  There they found how one might be reconciled, 

not through the blood of animals, but through repentance, the 

washing of baptism, then learning living by Yahweh’s instruction 

(Torah) and abiding in it.  

   They came to understand about the great unseen Kingdom, and the 

resurrection of the dead, and the judgments of the wicked, and the 

rewards of the righteous.  They studied the ancient scrolls together – 

hundreds if not thousands have been rediscovered in our 

generation.  They were discussed and debated. Yochanon and 

Yahshua excelled in their class because they’d planned their future 
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ministry.  And in return, Yahweh spoke to them of the advent of an 

Anointed One who would not just baptize in water, as 

was their custom, but in the Shekinah Glory of fire.  

   And Yochanon and Yahshua came to these understandings 

together, though Yochanon was always a little ahead because he’d 

gotten a much earlier start.  Yahshua looked up to his older kinsman 

like a disciple respects his teacher, or the younger brother respects 

the older.  Yahshua loved Yochanon because Yochanon had 

championed him all these years.  You might say that Yahshua was 

Yochanon’s very first disciple, just as John 1:30 implies. 

  

The Sign 

   Once upon a time, when Yochanon was in the desert fasting and 

praying and meditating on all these things, he experienced an 

auditory vision about the Savior.  Yahweh spoke to him and said, “He 

on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33).  

Yochanon had become a leader in the community after all these 

years and he had many followers already, but he didn’t have a clue 

who this one who would baptize in the Holy Spirit might be, nor could 

he have even imagined that it was someone close by; but he’d been 

given the sign that would reveal the Anointed when the time came, 

and he made it known to the others that their wait was coming to an 

end, that their redemption was nigh. 
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They Came Out 

   Among the sect of “The Poor,” a disciple could become an elder at 

the age of thirty, according to their ancient texts that survive 

today.  At thirty, Yochanon was consecrated an elder in the society of 

“The Poor” and sent forth to lead others onto “The Way,” leaving 

Yahshua, the younger, behind. Yochanon was a quick success 

because Yahweh was with him, ordaining him to prepare the 

way then identify the Savior.  People came out of Judea to Perea, 

from Samaria and Galilee, even from the ranks of Roman soldiers 

and Temple officials, to hear Yochanon preach, to repent, to be 

baptized for the forgiveness of their sins, to get right with their 

Elohim, and to learn His sacred name.  Yochanon was a striking, 

legendary figure among the flat rocks, marl caves, and cold waters of 

that barren, arid oasis that’s known today as Wadi El Kharrar in 

Jordan.  

   Wearing animal skins and having the visage of an old time prophet, 

he wasn’t even fearful of the Temple potentates who dared the 

wilderness to ask him by what authority he baptized.  He railed at 

them, calling them “poisonous snakes”: vipers, and told them that the 

ax already had struck at their roots.  In their conviction, when they 

begged him to be saved, he replied, “repent and be baptized, then 

share all the loot you’ve taken with others.”  The despised tax 

collectors came to repent and be baptized, and he warned them, 

“Collect no more than appointed.”  Even soldiers came, Gentiles!  And 

he warned them, “Stop robbing and violating, and be content with 

your wages.” 
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   They all began to wonder if this Yochanon wasn’t the son of David, 

the Anointed One, that “The Poor” prophesied would come to save 

Israel – and Herod in Galilee also wondered – but Yochanon denied 

that claim, saying that the Anointed One would be along soon 

enough, for he’d been given a sign to recognize him by.  

  

The Anointed One Revealed 

   Some months later, those thirty-year-olds from the latest 

graduating class of “The Poor” made their “way” to the waters to join 

with Yochanon.  These new priests and prophets were amazed to 

find hundreds of proselytes surrounding the place where Yochanon 

preached and baptized.  Yahshua also had just attained the ripe old 

age of eldership, thirty years, and he’s among them now, humbling 

himself before his predecessor Yochanon, paying him homage.  

Yochanon spies his kinsman through the crowd and calls him into 

the water to welcome and congratulate his having endured on “The 

Way” these many years.  “What’s important is that we’re together 

again!  We’ll make a great team as we prepare the way for the 

Anointed One!”  

   After a brief conversation, Yahshua bathes and leaves the water for 

one of the great flat rocks of the embankment where some talk, 

others pray.  There, Yahshua raises his head and hands heavenward, 

and prays.  

“Father, may your name be set-apart from the rest.  May your 
kingdom soon come.  Give us our food for tomorrow today and 
forgive our debts, for we forgive all who are indebted to us; and 
lead us not to the test” (Luke 11:2-4). 
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Yochanon, still in the cold water, glances up at his brother Yahshua 

there on the prayer stone, and his eyes become transfixed on him – 

glued to him by an unseen power.  Suddenly,  

“the Holy Spirit descended upon [Yahshua] in bodily form, as a 
dove, and a voice came from the sky, saying (Luke 3:22), You are 
my son, today I have begotten you.  Ask of me, and I will make 
the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your 
possession.  You will break them with a rod of iron, and dash 
them in pieces like a potter's vase (Psalms 2:7-9). And with you 
I am pleased very well (Luke 3:22). 
 

   Only Yahshua and Yochanon hear the ominous voice that now trails 

off in echoes down the valley.  But the dove remains upon Messiah 

forever.  Yahshua descends from the prayer rock back into the water, 

head and hands still uplifted, and he moves slowly back through the 

murk toward Yochanon, who is spellbound. Unexpectedly, 

everything everywhere goes quiet, everyone stops moving, even 

birds and wind stop.  As Yahshua approaches, Yochanon opens his 

mouth and cries out, 

All see here the Lamb of Yahweh, the sacrifice who takes away 
the sin of the whole world!  Look!  He’s the one!  Haven’t I said 
there is coming a man greater than myself?  This is the man.  
Even I didn’t know it would be him; but on account of him I 
came out here to baptize and survey all people, that this One 
might be revealed to Israel.  And now I have seen him, and I bear 
witness that this man is the Son of Elohim” (adapted from John 
1:29-31, 34). 
 

The sound of Yochanon’s voice isn’t lost on the multitude as was the 

voice from the sky.  For Yochanon’s voice is the only sound heard for 

miles in that cavernous place, his words still retained in the caves 

there.  

81



 

 

   Startled by joy, and in the light of the heavenly word, Yahshua 

again comes forward to Yochanon to pay tribute, but 

Yochanon prevents him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?”  But Yahshua answers him, “Let it be 
so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” 
(Matthew 3:14,15). 
 

The Anointed One is amazed at what’s just happened, but 

Yochanon’s far more incredulous.  He thinks, “Is not this the builder's 

son?  Is not his mother called Maryah?  Where then did this man get 

all this?”  (Matthew 13:55,56) 

  

Taking Up the Standard 

   Knowing now his mission is completed, that he’s made the pathway 

straight for the Anointed One in these previous eighteen “lost” years, 

surprised by the Holy Spirit and joy, and somewhat apprehensive, 

seeing as how the One who was to come had been close for so long yet 

his identity kept so secret until his revelation, Yochanon knows no 

better than to preach on: “Repent!  For the Kingdom of the Sky is 

near” (Matthew 3:2)!  

   And when Yochanon dares takes his message north to Galilee, 

where Herod is still king, and when he calls on this lawless King to 

repent in furious, angry words, he finds himself caught up in the web 

of affliction and imprisonment; the ax, which he had once proclaimed 

to be laid at the root of the tree – now silences his voice forever, his 

head served up on the platter of derision.  But even as he drops the 

standard now on “The Way,” another comes along to snatch it up, 

likewise crying in a slightly younger voice,  
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“Repent!  For the Kingdom of The Sky is near (Matthew 4:17)! 
 And I AM the Way; I AM Truth and Life.  For if you know 
me, then you will know my Father also.  And if you have seen me, 
you have seen him.  Come now, my beloved, to your Father 
through me.” (John 14:6,7) 
 

   This new voice is that of the Anointed One, Yahshua of Nazareth; 

the son of Joseph, the son of Heli, the son of David, the son of Judah, 

the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of 

Noah, the son of Enoch, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of 

Yahweh.  Amein.  (To be continued later in the book.) 
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The Fifth Temptation 
 

Matthew 4: (see parallel with Luke 4) 1. Then Yahshua was led 
by the Spirit out into the desert to be put to the test by the devil. 
2. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, after which he was 
hungry, 3. and the tester came and said to him, “If you are Son of 
Elohim, tell these stones to turn into loaves.” 4. But he replied, 
“Scripture says: People live not on bread alone but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of Elohim.” 
   5. The devil then took him to the holy city and set him on the 
parapet of the Temple. 6. “If you are Son of Elohim,” he said, 
“throw yourself down; for Scripture says: He has given his 
angels orders about you, and they will carry you in their arms in 
case you trip over a stone.”  7. Yahshua said to him, “Scripture 
also says: Do not put Yahweh your Elohim to the test.” 
   8. Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9. And he 
said to him, “I will give you all these, if you fall at my feet and do 
me homage.” 10. Then Yahshua replied, “Away with you, Satan! 
For Scripture says: Yahweh your Elohim is the one to whom you 
must do homage, him alone you must serve.”  11. Then the devil 
left him, and suddenly angels appeared and looked after him. 

  

The First Temptation 

   We know virtually nothing about our Savior before the recording of 

his baptism.  We know nothing about what he did through his teen 

years and life as a young adult.  The story picks up when he is about 

thirty years old.  We presume that he led a quiet life, maybe was a 

builder; he might have been educated somewhere; he was without a 

doubt a religious man in the traditional sense: he was a practicing 

Jew who kept the Torah of Yahweh.  But that’s about all we know.  

Obviously during this time he was an avid student of the Scriptures 

and based his entire existence upon their timeless wisdom, as should 

we. 
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   Recall that the set-apart Spirit of Yahweh descended to him in the 

baptismal waters.  Mark says that when he came out, the Spirit drove 

him into the dessert.  He wasn’t on a vacation.  He may not have even 

known what was going on, for, literally, he was cast out into this 

horribly lonely place of wild ravenous beasts (Mark 1:12).  There 

was nothing around to eat but bugs and him.  He was compelled by 

Yahweh to stay for well over a month, if you can imagine that.  It 

seems like a very cruel father that would put a son in such a 

dangerous situation.  But there was an essential test to be passed 

before Yahshua could fulfill Yahweh’s will and complete his mission.  

Sometimes learning important truths takes discipline and hardship.  

Sometimes things and knowledge aren’t so easy to come by.  Truth 

and spiritual power cost. 

   Is it possible to live for 40 days without food?  Yes, it is.  Some 

people fast, not because they want to, but because they live where 

there’s nothing to eat but dust and ashes.  The deprivation of food 

and the harsh environment opened our Savior up to perceiving 

spiritual realities like never before.  Do you want a spiritual 

experience?  Don’t eat for a week and you’ll dream; two weeks and 

the visions begin. 

   This is why some observe forty days of Lent.  It has been the 

custom to give up something during this time, like coffee or Hostess 

Ding Dongs.  The intention is to relive the desert experience and to 

win out against the devil in some small way.  It’s our hope that, 

through even minor self-deprivation, introspection and discipleship, 

we’ll exit the desert with a new, clearer vision of what kind of person 
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Yahweh wants us to be.  I challenge you to observe Lent this year: to 

make a new start! 

   Yahshua was starving when the tempter appeared to him in the fog 

of his mind and the scorch.  “Command stones to become bread.”  

Was that such a bad thing to ask?   If Yahshua could make stones into 

bread, he could sate his own hunger then feed the whole world!  

Later, Yahshua did multiply loaves, and he gave his own flesh as 

bread for the world.  Although the devil’s request was a good thing, 

the requestor was not.  Yahshua wasn’t going to do good at the 

insistence of evil.  Had he tried, he would have failed and starved; 

and you probably would be living somewhere in eastern Europe 

today. 

   The devil bids us to do a lot of worthwhile things; did you know 

that?  We think we’re doing good.  We certainly like to tell people 

how good we are as we go about doing the devil’s good deeds.  We 

feel proud of our accomplishments.  But doing good isn’t always 

according to the plan.  True good only comes of our actions when we 

know the plan and work according to it in love.  The plan is found in 

the Scriptures, not in our own notions, not in our church disciplines, 

not from the politicals in government, the rude doctor or the talking 

heads on television.  Nowhere else can the true plan for your life be 

found except in the Word of Yahweh.  

   Yahshua blocks his tempter with words from this Word:  “One 

doesn’t live only by eating bread, but by every word from Yahweh’s 

mouth.”  He means from the Scriptures – the Torah, the Word of 

Yahweh.  Do you have that bread?  Are you eating that bread and 

supplying it to those in your care?  A quick test: recite the Ten 
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Commandments: that’s a good place to start Lent, but it’s only a 

starting point for your journey out of the desert.  Are you able to 

enumerate them? 

 

The Second Temptation 

   In his semi-delusional state, Yahshua finds himself with his 

adversary on the pinnacle of the Temple in Jerusalem.  This was a 

dizzying height, the place of the trumpet blowers, the highest point 

in Israel, with the deep Kidron valley far, far below.  The historian 

Eusebius (Ecclesiastical History, 2:23) tells us that 20 years or so 

later, the Temple priests took Yahshua’s brother Ya’aqov (James) up 

there and threw him down. He survived the fall!  Broken to pieces 

and praying for his tormentors, he was stoned right where he lay by 

the priest’s henchmen.  Undoubtedly, the devil showed Yahshua an 

image of this horror, then taunted him in words of the then popular 

song, (sing) “Yahweh will com / mand his / angels to / catch you so / 

you won’t be / crushed” (Ps 91:11-12).  

   The devil tempts Yahshua to tempt Yahweh to fulfill the prophecy, 

“he will command his angels concerning you.”  That’s the reason 

Yahshua counters with the words of the Torah, “Don’t test Yahweh” 

(Deuteronomy 6:16).  Yahshua was not going to jump down into the 

valley and make a show of himself no matter how miserable he was.  

It was OK for Satan to test Yahshua, but not for Yahshua to test 

Yahweh. 

   This applies to us in the sense that we test Yahweh sorely when we 

call ourselves by his name but neither know his Law nor follow his 

Word.  It tests him to fulfill the Scripture and judge us!  John defines 
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sin as the transgression of the Torah.  Breaking the Law tests his 

justice.  We’ve seen what happens when the Judge is tested beyond a 

certain measure – earthquakes destroy hundreds of miles; buildings 

topple; floods sweep away the multitudes.  We are so fortunate to 

have the Living Savior standing between the Judge and us.  However, 

it was this Living Savior who said, “Don’t test Yahweh.” 

   

The Third Temptation 

   Next, like a bird of prey, the devil transports his catch even higher, 

to the highest mountaintop, way, way up some place, where he 

shows Yahshua all the wealth of the nations then commands him to 

bow.  All will be his.  No telling what riches were paraded before the 

starving man, what manner of rich foods to eat and sumptuous 

apartments to recover his strength.  A starving man is fixated on 

food, and the hungrier he is, the more lavish the food.  Further, riches 

could have been used to save the world if that’s what he wanted to 

do.  A poor man is fixated on cash.  Why hadn’t Yahshua just done 

what the devil wanted?  His people needed food and money! 

   If someone lies to you twice, are you likely to believe his third 

story?  Well, maybe, if the liar is a child or someone with whom 

you’re in love.  But not when the promise comes from the devil! 

(John 8:44b) He was never grounded in the truth; there is no 
truth in him at all. When he lies he is speaking true to his nature, 
because he is a liar, and the father of lies. 
 

   However, we usually listen to him and seem ever-willing to believe 

the lie; that this or that can be ours if we’ll do some little ol’ thing.  

But Yahshua knew that if he said no to the devil, Yahweh would 
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reward him with his heart’s desire: “The nations of the world might 

someday become the Kingdom of Yahweh and his Savior.” 

   Yahshua dispensed the devil again with words from the Torah, 

“Worship Yahweh Elohim, and serve only him” (Deuteronomy 6:13).  

Yahshua knew that to fall at the feet of the devil was to worship the 

creation rather than the Creator.  He knew that coveting the vast 

wealth of the world is idolatry.  Yahshua knew that true worship 

entails worship in spirit and in truth, with the revelation of Yahweh’s 

will and the keeping of the Covenant Law.   

   Yahshua would not worship the devil, he would not worship 

himself, he would not worship any created being, and he would not 

worship things.  He would demonstrate true worship by remaining 

humble and poor and keeping every commandment that proceeded 

from his Father’s mouth, even if it meant further provocations, 

temptations or even death. 

  

The Fourth and Fifth Temptations 

   I was sitting in my chair listening to the radio and thinking about 

this text when the lights went off for an hour.  I had meditated and 

written on “The Temptation of Messiah” passages many times.  It’s 

like I saw my own vision of two more temptations. 

   I saw the devil take Yahshua out along the Jericho Road and I 

looked way on down the road through Yahshua’s eyes.  I saw, lining 

the road, as far as you could see, upright execution stakes with men 

nailed to them – hundreds, maybe thousands – along the rocky 

Roman road.  And I heard the devil say, “Yahshua, look way down 

there – the second bloody man from the oak tree.  You see him?  
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That’s you. You’re nailed like a criminal.  You’re gasping for breath.  

You think you’ve got it bad now, well, just look.  Scripture says 

‘Cursed is the man who hangs on a stake.’” 

    But Yahshua, who is near death by this time, hoarsely whispers, 

“All blessings shall overtake you, if you obey the voice of Yahweh 

Elohim” (Deuteronomy 28:2). 

   Finally I thought I saw the devil take Yahshua up through time to 

New York City on Easter Sunday morning sometime in the twenty-

first century.  They walked into The Cathedral of St. John the Divine 

Roman Catholic Church right in the middle of the Mass.  The devil 

said, “You remember that young long-haired fellow you met at your 

baptism named Yochanan (John) bar Zavdi?  Well, this beautiful 

place is named after him.  Except they call him Saint John the Divine 

now.  Look at all the priceless treasures in this great temple.  See that 

triptych behind the altar of sacrifice?  That’s a picture of you.  They 

call you by the name Jesus Christ and they worship you, saying you 

are their god.  

   “Remember when I showed you your future on the stake?  Well, at 

St. John the Divine’s, they sacrifice you over and over again, not on 

the Sabbath, but on the day of the sun – Sunday.  They think your 

body is in little pieces on that table over there and they worship it.  

Millions of them do.  And today is their high feast day; they call it 

Ishtar (Easter).  They worship you and eat you on a day they’ve 

named after Ishtar, my wife.  The whole world is led astray from the 

Law of your righteous Elohim – by you!  Look!  The priest is holding 

up a piece of your body now!  Give it up, Jesus Christ.  Do nothing.  
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Die in this wilderness and St. John’s will never happen; or take up 

with me and live.” 

   But instead of giving up, Yahshua the Anointed One receives a burst 

of strength from Yahweh his Elohim, and he says, “Listen up, devil!  

‘He will establish you as a people set-apart to himself, as he has 
sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the Yahweh 
your Elohim, and walk in his ways’ (Deuteronomy 28:9).   
 

Devil, do you see that squeaky little old lady over there on the third 

bench?  Can you hear what she’s saying?”   

   Quietly, one voice drifts upward from the Mass. “Our Father which 

art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 

   “She really means what she’s saying.”   

   The Devil’s smile starts to slide off his greasy face. 

   “Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.” 

   Now Yahshua, through the agony of hunger, smiles, as the little lady 

continues, 

   “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil…”   

   The powerful devil is instantly desiccated by this dear lady’s simple 

prayer of faith from 2000 years in the future, even from the deadest 

religious shrine on earth.  With the last of his breath, Yahshua 

delivers the final blow, “Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, 

‘Thou shalt worship Yahweh Elohim and him only shalt thou serve!’”  

With the prayer of the Saint and the rebuke of the Savior, the devil 

dissolves without another word.  Yahshua finds himself back on the 

top of the mountain.  Fourth dimensional spirit-beings begin to 
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appear in three dimensions.  They are the blessed angels of Yahweh’s 

mercy, Gabriel, Raphael and Uriel.  They’ve come to encourage him, 

feed him, heal him and carry him back to the land of the living. 

  

The Last Word 

   Dale the Levite told me last week that he’s convinced that we live in 

this world to be tested in order to fulfill future missions.  I think he is 

absolutely right.  This sinful age is meant to reveal the saints of 

Yahweh for the Millennium, like the little lady in my story.  To 

become that which we must finally be, testing must come and we 

must pass.  The devil is as much our adversary today as he was 

Yahshua’s in his day, and he will show us the fiery pit if that’s what it 

takes to shake our faith.  But the devil need never win. 

   Yet for some, it’s a sore trial just to meet together weekly.  Some 

are being tested through physical discomfort and disease.  Some by 

isolation.  Some by a fantasy life that will never come true.  Some are 

tested by devils: Apathy, Fear, Hatred, Prejudice; or by curses.  And 

that’s why we have Lent.  We make a new beginning.  We chart a new 

course.  We take up the Word and we determine to defeat the enemy 

of our souls; and even if we’re in the wilderness of deep despair, with 

one breath we can still say, “Get behind me,” and he must.  Then, 

with the next breath, we can then say, “Our Father, hallowed be thy 

name…”  The ministering angels will come. 

   He will establish you as a people set-apart to himself, as he has 
sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of Yahweh your 
Elohim and walk in his ways.  Then all these blessings shall 
come upon you and overtake you. (Deuteronomy 28:9,2)   
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This Fishy Wedding:  
A Week in the Life of Yahshua Messiah 

 
Characters and Places in order of appearance 

Yahshua– the Anointed One, Teacher, eldest son of Maryah 
Yochanon the Dunker – (John the Baptist) a holy man and prophet 
Yochanon – (John) the first of Yahshua’s disciples 
Andrew – the second disciple 
“The Poor” and “The Way” – Yahshua’s religious movement  
Shimon / Kefa – (Peter) disciple of Yahshua, brother of Andrew 
Philippos – a Greek believer, an administrator, fourth disciple 
Nathanael – a nationalist, Yahshua’s fifth disciple, calls him King 
Shimon of Cana – Yahshua younger brother who’s getting married 
Ya’aqov Halfai bar Yosef – (James), Yahshua’s older half-brother 
Yahudah bar Yosef – (Jude) younger twin brother of Ya’aqov 
Yose bar Yosef – Yahshua’s youngest brother 
Maryah (Mary) – mother of Yahshua and Yose, head of the kitchen 
Yah’el bat Cleopas – the bride, daughter of Cleopas 
Cleopas of Cana – Father of the bride 
Tobit – the father of the groom in the Apocryphal Book of Tobit 
Devorah – the wife of Yahudah 
Ya’aqov II – eldest son of Yahudah and Devorah 
Yochana – Yahshua’s sister 
Shalome – Yahshua’s sister 
Mrs. Cleopas – the mother of the bride, Yah’el 
Rabboni – a master teacher of the Law of Moses 
Talmidim – students of the Talmud – disciples 
Sepphoris – a city not far from Cana and Nazareth, capital of Galilee 
L’Chaim! – this is a toast that means, “To Life!” 
Asmodeus – a demon that kills newlywed husbands in the night 
K’fer Nachum – (Capernaum) a seaside resort on the Galilee 
  

Prayer 

Almighty Father Yahweh, whose Son our Savior Yahshua Messiah is 
the wine who gladdens the hearts of all people: Grant that your elect 
disciples, illumined by your Word and Acts, may reflect the delight of 
His esteem, so that Yahshua may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 
to the ends of the earth.  Amein. 
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John 2:1. And on the third day there happened to be a wedding 
in Cana of Galilee: the mother of Yahshua was there. 2. Yahshua 
and his disciples were called (eklethe) to the wedding. 3. When 
wine was lacking, Yahshua’s mother says to him, "They don't 
have any wine!" 4. And Yahshua says to her, "What's that to me 
and you, lady?  My hour is not yet come." 5. So his mother says 
to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you!" 6. And there were 
six stone water tanks left from the cleansing of the Jews 
standing by, each containing about 20 gallons. 7. Yahshua says 
to the servants, "Fill the water tanks with water," and they filled 
them to the brim. 8. Then he says to them, "Now draw some 
water and take it to the headwaiter ()," and they 
took it. 9. But as the headwaiter tasted the water become wine, 
and not knowing where it came from (though the servants who 
drew it knew), the headwaiter calls the groom over 10. and says 
to him, "Everyone else first puts out the good wine, and when 
they get drunk, the worse.  You have kept back the good wine 
until now!" 11. Yahshua did this in Cana of Galilee as the 
beginning of the signs and displayed his fame.  And his disciples 
believed in him. 

  

American Spiritual, “I’m Goin’ a Sing When the Spirit Says Sing.”  

  

Follow Me 

  One day, Yahshua is at Bethany Beyond Jordan at the tributary of 

the river, being cleansed with water and praying when the Holy 

Spirit Dove alights on him and remains.  It’s on this day that 

Yochanon the Dunker, who was a prophet well-respected by all the 

people, proclaims him to be the Anointed One prophesied to come: 

his mission – to baptize in the Holy Spirit Fire – and to become the 

last blood sacrifice for sin –Yahweh’s Lamb.  
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   The next day, two of Yochanon’s disciples hear Yochanon say that 

Yahshua is Yahweh’s Lamb, and they leave Yochanon’s company to 

follow Yahshua, whom they sought.  They ask him, “Where are you 

staying?” and Yahshua replies, “Come and see.”  These two are 

Yochanon II and Andrew.  Yahshua takes them to the great prayer 

stone on the banks of the Jordan tributary where the prophet 

Yochanon dunks.  It’s here where Yahshua was praying when the 

Dove descended and remained upon him, and where the Dunker 

heard the voice from heaven, “This is my beloved son.”   

   Yochanon and Andrew feel tremendously privileged to be invited 

to study with this new teacher whom the Dunker says is the 

Anointed One whom Israel had awaited for centuries.  Yochanon 

said, “We’ve waited for him and you’ll see it was worth the wait.”  It 

wasn’t easy to get on “The Way” with a moreh (teacher) of the sect of 

“The Poor” (Ebionim).  To become his first disciples was a privilege, 

for he’d been set apart as a special professor, even the Son of Elohim.   

   Andrew spies his brother Shimon, brings him to Prayer Rock and 

introduces him to the new master.  There lots of Shimons, including 

Yahshua’s brother.  So Yahshua gives this burly Shimon a nickname, 

Kefa, after the rock upon which Yahshua prayed as the dove 

descended and remained – the rock upon which they now recline.  

“Kefa,” means “rock.”  Yahshua now has three disciples and one is a 

rock. 

   The next day, Yahshua makes plans to go back to Galilee, his home.  

He seeks out a Greek named Philippos, an educated business 

administrator.  Philippos is consecrated to Yahweh, having come into 

the covenant through miqvah (ritual washing).  But because he’s 
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named after King Philippos (one of the Herods), religious folks don’t 

trust him.  “He is a Herodian!” they say.  That makes no difference to 

Yahshua, for if he’s a Herodian, at least he’s a baptized, talented 

Herodian.  Yahshua finds Philippos and tells him, “Follow me.”   

   Now, Yochanon, Andrew, Kefa and Philippos are all from a town on 

the northeast shore of the Sea of Galilee called Beit Tzaida, which 

means, “House of Snares,” located just outside of Galilee, in Iturea.  

These four men are seeking the redemption of Israel, filtering down 

to the Jordan from vocations up north to be educated.  They’re not 

poor paupers or freeloaders with time on their hands; no, they put 

Yahweh first in their lives, and now they want to learn how best to 

do that.  That’s why they’re with Yochanon at Bethany Beyond 

Jordan.   

   Philippos takes Yahshua over to his mentor Nathanael, who might 

today be called a Zionist – Nathanael is a zealot for a free Israel.  In 

his zeal, Nathanael proclaims Yahshua to be “The King of Israel,” a 

dangerous saying, since Herod is no friend to desert prophets, 

religious zealots, nationalistic heroes or future kings, and he had 

spies everywhere. 

   There’s silence between Yahshua and his new-found disciples.  

After all, Yahshua has been living among “The Poor” for quite some 

time.  Yahshua knew lessons might be learned by keeping quiet, 

meditating on the Scriptures and listening for the voice of the Father.   

   Philippos breaks the silence.  “Sir, what do you want us to do?”  

Yahshua replies, “Do you see those great burdens over there?”  

Yahshua points to his possessions, which amount to a large heap of 

leather sacks.  “Yes, rabbi, I see those burdens.”  “Well, then,” 
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Yahshua replied, “Cast my burdens upon you, and follow.”  Hesitating, 

Philippos musters the others and they take upon themselves the 

burdens of Yahshua.  Philippos whispers to Nathanael as he hoists up 

one particularly heavy burden, “Friend, this sack smells like fish.”  

Andrew breaks in and says, “To me and my brother, friend, fishes 

smells like money.” 

   So this Yahshua sets off from this desert oasis in Perea with his five 

new disciples: Yochanon, Andrew, Kefa, Philippos and Nathanael – 

all religious men; formerly Baptists.  And each one has a new burden 

to carry.  Yahshua intends to lead them on northward through Perea, 

transecting the Decapolis, then lead westward, across the Jordan 

valley, into the heart of Galilee, where Herod Antipas rules.  Yahshua 

remains silent on the long, dangerous trek, and with the heavy 

burdens they carry, his disciples begin to wonder what they’re in for.  

And Philippos’s thinking that the hotter it gets, the fishier his burden 

smells.  Philippos an accountant – not used to hard work, fishy smells 

or dirty clothes.   

   Soon the disciples’ wonderment turns to frustration, and Yochanon 

asks Yahshua, “Rabbi, where are you going?”  And for three days 

Yahshua replies over and over again, “Come and see.  We’re almost 

there.  It’ll be worth the wait.”  So the five would-be disciples trail 

behind their Master over hill and dale, furlong after furlong.   

  

Hymn, “Where He Leads Me.” 

  

About a Wedding 

99



 

 

   What the disciples don’t yet know is that Yahshua is on his way to a 

wedding in Cana, in central Galilee.  Yahshua might’ve stayed with 

Yochanon a little longer, but this event’s been on his calendar for 

over a year; Yahshua’s brother Shimon of Cana is the groom.  

Yahshua’s other brothers are also to attend: the eldest, Ya’aqov (aka 

James), who’s a priest, comes up from Jerusalem; and there’s 

Ya’aqov’s brother Yahudah, who took over the family building 

business when their father Yosef died.   

   And Maryah will be there – she’s only a few years older than 

Ya’aqov and Yahudah.  She’s the mother of Yahshua and Yose.  

Maryah and her step-son Yahudah are in charge of the meals, 

refreshments, libations and all the arrangements, there in the house 

of Maryah’s son Shimon bar Yosef of Cana. 

   Weddings (there and then) were quite different from our little 

ceremonies.  “The wedding itself was the culmination of long 

discussions between the two families.”  The marriage is arranged, 

the contract agreed upon, the dowry’s set, as is the time of the 

ceremony.  The day before the wedding, the bride and groom 

separate, bathe, anoint themselves with fragrant oil and dress in 

their best clothing.  The bride is to be veiled in public for the entire 

lengthy affair.  Both bride and groom have numerous attendants; the 

chief of these is the friend of the groom; Shimon chooses his next-

elder brother Yahudah for the honor and the responsibility; he has a 

knack for social events. 
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The First Night 

     The festivities begin at nightfall with a procession of Shimon’s 

wedding party to the home of his bride, Yah’el, daughter of Cleopas, 

also of Cana.  The bride’s attendants and Yah’el’s family eagerly 

await their coming.  When they meet, gifts are given, tokens are 

exchanged, pledges are made and Scripture is recited.  Wine, in the 

form of toasts, is offered and drunk, one toast after the other – to the 

bride, to the groom, to the parents, to the prophets, to Moses and 

Elijah.   

   After the visit, the parties of both bride and groom return to 

Shimon’s home where the party has already begun.  Shimon’s yard is 

alight with oil lanterns and decorated as befits a very special 

occasion.  When the bride, groom and their attendants arrive, guests 

have already gathered, musicians are playing, and the dancing, 

talking, story-telling and festivities might last all night.  Wine flows 

like water; it’s free for all who’re invited to this first night of the 

marriage.   

   When all are there who should be, Maryah and her helpers serve 

the late meal, and well into the third course, the exuberant Shimon 

(the groom) pops up from his place and calls for the traditional toast.  

Shimon, with the help of Yahudah’s thunderous voice, gets 

everyone’s attention, clears his throat, motions to his intended bride, 

and offers the traditional wedding pledge, “Yah’el is my wife and I, 

Shimon, am her husband from this day forward unto forever.”    

   Yah’el’s father Cleopas takes the hand of his veiled daughter and 

raises her from her place.  He responds to Shimon’s entreaty with 

words from the story of Tobit.  Cleopas cries, “Here she is; take her in 
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accordance with the Torah of Moses.  You are now her kin and she is 

yours.”  Then Cleopas leads the guests in the traditional response:  

“May the Elohim of heaven keep you safe and give you peace and 

prosperity” (Tobit 7:12).  This done, Cleopas reclines near his future 

son-in-law and whispers, “One more day, and you’ll have my 

daughter, and be my only son.  And you’ll say it has been worth the 

wait!”   

   For after the meal, bride and groom go back to their own homes for 

the night.  The big “to do” is in the morning, when all the invited 

guests come for the wedding banquet, and before the end of the 

second day, the couple will be officially wed. 

  
Chorus, “His Banner Over Me is Love.” 
 
 Meanwhile, Up on the Roof in Nazareth 

   While the first night’s wedding party is still in full swing in Cana, 

Yahshua and his travel party stagger into Nazareth, to the late 

Yosef’s home, now the home of Maryah, Yahudah, his wife Devorah, 

their son Ya’aqov II, and Yose, Maryah’s youngest son.  Nobody’s 

home right now but the family goats, and Yahshua, Yochanon, 

Andrew, Kefa, Philippos and Nathaniel lay their burdens down, draw 

water and wash up, then settle in for the night on the roof of the 

house.   

   Yahshua is tired, being the oldest of them.  But the young Kefa 

won’t let him sleep.  He says, “You haven’t told us anything about the 

kingdom, the one Yochanon was talking about.”  Yahshua takes a 

breath, and in sleepy wisps he tells the story,  
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   “The kingdom is like a king who throws a marriage party for his 

son.  He sends slaves to call on those invited; but now they have 

excuses and won’t come.  The king sends more slaves, saying, ‘Tell 

those we’ve invited, “Look, the king’s already got the dinner on, 

waiting for you.”’”  But this time, most of the invited make jokes; one 

goes to clean his barn, another goes to his business; others rob and 

kill the king’s messengers.  The king is enraged, so he immediately 

sends troops to destroy those murderers and burn their cities.   

   “Then the king tells his slaves, ‘Those invited aren’t worthy of 

hospitality.  Go into the streets and bring anyone you find.’  So these 

slaves bring in both bad and good until the fellowship hall is 

bursting.  When the king looks at his guests, he spies that farmer 

who said he wouldn’t come, wearing the same clothes he cleaned the 

barn in.  This farmer has no respect.  He hasn’t even bothered to 

dress for the occasion.   

   “The king says to the farmer, ‘Friend, how’d you get in here with 

smelly, dirty, indecent clothing?’   The farmer has no excuse.  Then 

the king says to his personal guard, ‘Tie him up and throw him out 

into the night where they weep and gnash.’  Then the king adds, ‘Of 

the many we first invited, few chose to come – is that as it should 

be?’”  (Matthew 22:1-10 paraphrase) 

   After prayer, Yahshua says, “Get some sleep; we’ll be leaving first 

thing in the morning.”  Kefa is already asleep; the story did him in.  

But Yahshua has one more question to answer – the same one he’s 

answered fifty times.  Philippos asks, “Where are we going and when 

will we get there?”  Philippos’s shoulders are sore from his heavy 

burden, and can’t get the smell of fish off his filthy clothes, no matter 

103



 

 

how much water he rubs in.  Already half asleep, Yahshua replies for 

the fifty-first time, “Come and see.  It’ll be worth the wait.”  But 

Philippos wonders if when Yahshua spoke of the farmer with the 

filthy, smelly clothes, he meant him.   

  

Yahshua Goes to a Wedding 

   Yahshua and his five disciples are already on the road when the sun 

comes up.  After “get up!” Yahshua only gives his disciples one more 

commandment.  “Put on the best clothes you have.”  The disciples 

remember the story of the night before and wonder if they’re going 

to some kind of initiation.   

   After an hour’s walk, they reach the village of Cana and Shimon’s 

house, right next to the synagogue, where they meet people in the 

yard, some sleeping, some talking, a few still drinking.  “We’re going 

to a wedding?” Andrew wonders solemnly.  Nathanael bursts out, 

“The Dunker would never permit us to go to a wedding.  He isn’t 

much for fun.”  But Yahshua replies, “All of you, take your burdens to 

the kitchen, then relax.  This is my brother’s house and he’s getting 

married today.  Now you understand why you dressed up.  We’ll 

start our training here at my brother’s wedding banquet, and, if you 

have the ears to hear, we’ll also end our training at a wedding 

banquet – in the Kingdom of the Sky.”   

  
Hymn, “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy.” 
  
Now In Shimon’s Kitchen 

   The kitchen area in the back of Shimon’s house is full of activity: 

Maryah, Yochana and Salome, along with Mrs. Cleopas and other 
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women from the community are preparing the high point of the 

wedding festivities – the wedding banquet.  (Unlike weddings of 

today, the wedding banquet in Yahshua’s day was in the morning – 

breakfast – and lasted all day long and into the night.)  Yahshua 

makes his way to the kitchen to greet his mother, sisters and his 

sleepy half brother Yahudah.  Happy greetings are exchanged, and 

the kitchen staff recognizes that Yahshua is not merely a local yokel 

anymore – now he’s a master teacher of the Torah – and his clerical 

robe reflects his new profession. 

   Yahshua points out the leather sacks that his disciples lugged three 

days to the Cana kitchen.  “I’ve not come empty handed – I’ve 

brought five new mouths to feed – yeah, those guys standing out 

there.  It seems I already have some students – what do you think of 

that?  So I brought provisions with me.  Behold!”   

   Yahudah opens a sack.  “Here are fresh dates and figs!”  He opens 

another, “More dates and figs – and raisons and currents.”  Maryah 

opens a sack, “Here are gourds and squashes!”  Yahudah says, “And 

here is a whole bag of spelt and barley.”  Yose has opened a bag, “And 

here is rice!  We never eat rice!”  The biggest sack, the one carried by 

Philippos, is finally opened, and everyone in the kitchen is amazed.  

Mrs. Cleopas cries, “My, oh my!  Do you know how long it’s been 

since I seen – fresh feesh!”  Yahudah says, “Yahshua!  A whole bag of 

fresh fish!  How did you travel all the way from Perea and keep the 

fish fresh?”  Yahshua replies, “Fish conservation is just one of the 

many skills I learned down on the Jordan, my brother!”   

   (Meanwhile, out in the yard, Yahshua’s hungry disciples make 

themselves comfortable for the first time in a long time.  And 
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Philippos notices that the foul smell of spoilt fish has completely 

disappeared from his clothing, hair and hands.  He’s relieved, but 

wonders what’s happened to the stench.  Could it be a miracle?) 

   Fish is a staple of the Cananaeans’ diet, but Cana was too far inland 

for fresh fish.  They ate salt fish, dried fish, pickled fish, smoked fish – 

fresh fish that made it there went to rich people, mostly foreigners.  

Yose runs from the kitchen, through the house and into the yard.  

“Hey everybody!  We got – fresh fish!  Yahshua brought fresh fish!”  

This announcement brings a great deal of applause, and Yose notices 

that the crowd is increasing greatly.   

  

Ya’aqov Halfai, the Priest 

   “Judas Priest!  Did you say, Yahshua is here?” howls Shimon, his 

brother.  Shimon tells Yose to go next door to the assembly-house 

and get Ya’aqov (James).  Ya’aqov’s in there on his knees as usual, 

praying for the conversion of sinners at the banquet, even though 

this isn’t Sabbath.  While Yose makes his way through the house and 

kitchen, past the stone water jars, to the back entrance of the 

synagogue, Shimon and his soon-to-be father-in-law, Cleopas, make 

for the kitchen to see Yahshua, Shimon’s closest relative.   

   Young Yose finds his eldest brother praying in the sanctuary.  The 

youth abruptly interrupts the elder: “Brother, the bridegroom is 

here!  Come out to meet him.  And Yahshua is here too.”  But Ya’aqov 

is not in a festive mood.  “Go back, boy!  I’ll meet the bridegroom 

when I’ve finished my prayers for the hopeless sinners out in our 

brother’s front yard.”   
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   Ya’aqov is a special kind of priest, dedicated by his father from 

birth.  Ya’aqov has never tasted wine, nor has he ever been around 

winebibbers or sinners.  And he’s never seen eye-to-eye with his 

younger half-brother, Yahshua, a spoiled little snot who ran off and 

joined up with “The Way” in the desert.  He believes his brother the 

moreh may be a heretic.  Ya’aqov will come out when he’s good and 

ready, not before, for he has a little surprise for the sinners in the 

yard next door.  He knows his brother Yahudah keeps the reserve 

wine for the wedding in the assembly-house kitchen.  Well, three 

days ago, Ya’aqov sold the wine to a Temple Jew in Sepphoris, and 

now he’s certain they’ll run out tonight, hopefully right after the 

wedding vows.  “When they run out of wine – that’s when I’ll come 

out!” Ya’aqov plots.   

   The wedding banquet is served a little late, now that there’s fish, 

but nobody minds because there’s plenty of snacks and wine to fill in 

the cracks, and plenty of time to nap, and soon, plenty of everything 

for several days or a week.  Nobody minds but Ya’aqov Halfai bar 

Yosef, who gets back on his knees and keeps praying.   

  

Spiritual, “It’s Me, It’s Me, O Lord”  

  

Where’s the Wine? 

   The banquet goes on all day, course after course, the most popular 

dish is the fish poached with raisons, currants and curry.  There are 

over a hundred people in attendance all dressed their best.  Songs 

are sung, stories are told, riddles are riddled and the couple to be 

married is blessed.  By nightfall, the lamps are again lit so that 
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everyone knows to get ready for the big moment – the final toasts to 

the couple, to the parents, to the prophets, etc.  As the toastmaster, 

Yahudah’s been busy with guests all day, and Maryah’s kept the 

kitchen going relentlessly.  After all, Maryah knows that Shimon may 

be her only son who will marry, for Yahshua has taken a vow of 

celibacy and Maryah’s determined to keep young Yose home as long 

as possible.  “Yose!” she calls.  “Take Devorah and your sisters and 

get some of the wine out of the synagogue.  It’s time for the great 

toast of marriage.  And find out if your brother Ya’aqov is dead or 

alive in there.” 

   The quartet takes a lantern into the assembly-house kitchen.  They 

don’t find the wine, but they do find Ya’aqov asleep (or dead) in 

there at the altar rail.  “Wake up, big brother,” says Yose.  Ya’aqov 

replies, “I wasn’t asleep, brother.  I was just resting my lips from so 

much praying and my knees from so much kneeling.”  Yose is 

panicking.  “They’re ready for the toast of marriage! The wine was 

right there, brother.  What have you done with it?”  Ya’aqov says, 

“Remember what wine did to Noah, and the line of Canaan was 

cursed forever.”  Yose presses on, “I said, where’s the wine, my 

brother the priest.”  Ya’aqov replies, “Remember the wisdom of 

Solomon, brother: ‘Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler; and 

whoever is led astray by it is not wise’ (Proverbs 20:1).”  But young 

Yose is ready this time, “And you, sir, remember the Psalm, ‘Yahweh 

brings forth wine from the earth to gladden the hearts of men’ 

(Psalm 104:14,15).  Mother wants that wine now!” 

   “It is gone, little brother.  But consider not the loss of wine, but the 

gain of a new steeple on this tabernacle,” snickers Ya’aqov.  Yose 
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cries: “You sold it?  But it’s time for the great toasts!  What shall we 

do?” Ya’aqov the Priest instructs his brother, “Go out and ask the 

holy man in your kitchen what to do.  I hear Yahshua preserves fish.  

Perhaps he can also make wine ‘to gladden men’s hearts.’”  Devorah, 

Yahudah’s wife, snaps, “Ya’aqov, if you weren’t a priest and I weren’t 

a woman, I’d slap the prayers right off your mustache.”  The quartet 

rushes out of the synagogue, back to the smoky kitchen.   

  

Fill the Water Pots 

   Devorah doesn’t want the news of no wine to ruin the high point of 

the marriage.  She says to Yose, “Tell your mother!”  Yose whispers to 

mother Maryah, “The wine’s gone.  Ya’aqov cashed it in.  Will you ask 

your other son, who brought the fish, if he has some wine among his 

things?”   

   Yahshua is quickly located asleep in the storage shed.  Maryah 

wakes him.  “Son, they’re ready to do the great toasts.”  Yahshua 

croaks, “So what does that mean to us, lady?”  Maryah retorts, “You 

know they can’t be married without the great toasts, and there is no 

wine.”  She calls the servants over as Yahshua stretches his bones 

and commands, “Do whatever he tells you.”   

   At this same moment, Yahshua’s disciples sneak around the corner.  

They’re going to have it out with him.  Yahshua looks over to the 

assembly-house and spies the water pots used for washing 

members.  “Fill those with water.”  Maryah reiterates the command 

to everyone in the kitchen.  “Hurry up!  Do what he says!”  Before 

Kefa and Andrew can say a cross word, young Yose grabs Philippos 

and says, “You, get over to the well; you, get the buckets.  Get these 
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water pots filled up fast!”  So disciples, men, servants and women 

form a human conveyor from the well to the pots – and, in short 

order, they transport over a hundred gallons.  That’s a miracle in 

itself. 

   A long-bearded head pops out of the synagogue window, shouting, 

“Hey!  You can’t do that!  You’re not on the assembly board!  Stay 

away from those tanks!”  It’s Ya’aqov, out of his piety for the 

moment.  Yahshua shouts back, “Why hello, big brother!  I didn’t 

know you were up from Jerusalem!  Peace, love, dove in the name of 

the Father!” 

  

Water Made Wine   

  Nobody out front can see or hear what’s happening in the back, but 

since the sun’s down, those striving to complete Yahshua’s mission 

hear the crowd clamoring for the marriage couple.  “Shimon!  

Shimon!  Shimon!  Yah’el!  Yah’el!  Yah’el!  Shimon and Yah’el!  

Hurrah!  The toast!  The toast!  The toast!”   

   Yahshua says to the servant, “Draw out some water and take it to 

Ya’aqov.”  The wind is out of Ya’aqov’s sails, and as the servant lifts 

the cup to his huge mustache, Ya’aqov merely smells it.  “Why, this is 

not water.  It smells like fish!  Ripe fish!  Who are you trying to fool 

anyway?  You’ve turned the water into fish.  Good for you . . .”   

   The shocked servant takes the cup back from Ya’aqov, and the 

disciple Philippos now knows where the smell went: either to the 

water or to Ya’aqov’s gigantic mustache.   

   Yahudah finally rushes into the kitchen.  “Where’s the reserve 

wine?  They’re all out of wine up front, and they’re clamoring for the 
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toast.  Haven’t you gotten the wine out of the assembly-house yet?”   

But Yahshua interrupts, speaking to the servant: “Servant, let my 

brother Yahudah taste the cup.”  And Yahudah tastes – then he gulps 

the remainder of the cup.  “This isn’t the slosh I ordered!  This is far 

better.  It’s your wine, isn’t it, Yahshua!  Thank you, brother, for the 

fruit, the grain, the fish and now this fine wine!  Let’s get it to our 

guests so our little brother can get married!” 

   The lack of wine caused quite a commotion and delayed the 

wedding toasts.  But as Yahudah took the wine to Shimon’s guests, he 

thought, “We’re a little late, but this wine is worth the wait.  Thank 

you Yahshua!” 

  
Song, “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands” 
  
The Marriage 

   Back at the party, the new wine is distributed by the servants, and 

Yahudah proudly leads the toasts to the bride, to the groom, to the 

bride’s parents, to the groom’s mother, to the groom’s family, to 

Yahshua and his disciples, to marriage, to life, to life, l’chaim!   After 

lengthy toasts, Shimon bar Yosef the Canaanaean wraps his prayer 

garment around both himself and his bride, Yah’el bat Cleopas, and, 

with the twelve bridal attendants, Shimon escorts his new wife to the 

“mansion” deep within the private recesses of the house.  Shimon 

and Yah’el are now officially married.  In the mansion, Yah’el finally 

removes her veil, displaying her youthful beauty to her new 

husband.  But the attendants stay outside to guard the door all night, 

lest the evil spirit Asmodeus approach (Tobit 3:8).  Now, with the 
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wedded couple in their chamber, the entire wedding crowd begins to 

sing the famous blessing from Fiddler on the Roof. 

 
May the LORD protect and defend you.   
May He always shield you from shame. 
May you come to be in Israel a shining name. 
May you be like Ruth and like Esther.   
May you be deserving of praise. 
Favor them, O LORD, with happiness and peace.   
Oh, hear our wedding prayer. Amein. 
  

   The marriage is complete, but the party is just beginning.  It 

continues for five more days and is remembered for fifty years. 

  

A Little Vacation 

   Yahshua and his five disciples stay the whole time.  Now these 

disciples from Bethsaida know for certain that Yahshua is the King, 

as Nathanael claimed all along.  (This on account of the changing of 

water to wine.)  Yahshua also acquires three other disciples during 

the wedding – his brothers, Yahudah bar Yosef, Shimon the 

Canaanaean and Yose bar Maryah.  He also gets the respect (if not 

admiration) of his eldest brother Ya’aqov, whose massive mustache 

would smell like ripe fish for the next seven years.  They all did so 

well together at the wedding that they left the mess with Mrs. 

Cleopas, and Maryah, Ya’aqov, Yahudah, Devorah and James the Less, 

Yahshua, Shimon and Yah’el, Yose, Yochanon, Andrew, Kefa, 

Philippos and Nathanael all go vacationing at the K’fer Nachum 

seaside until Passover (John 2:12).  Only Yahshua knows what future 

triumphs and terrors are in store for these first believers.  But for the 
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time being, they soak up the spring sun of the beach so happily 

together, eating fresh fish from the nets of Andrew and Kefa, telling 

stories and listening to parables about fish and fishermen, life, death 

– and eternity.  But the sound of great assurance is in Yahshua’s 

voice as he promises them for the fifty-ninth time, “Just wait and see.  

It will be worth it all!”  (Continued in a later essay.) 
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The Parting of the Ways 

♪ Once I was poor, but now I am rich. 
Once I was jailed, but now I am free. 
Once I was low but now I am high. 
Once I was blind but now I can see. 

Though things are scanty, yet I am rich. 
Though I am jailed, my spirit is free. 

Though still oppressed, my Savior is near. 
Blind as I am, yet more I can see. ♫ 

  
John 3:22.  After this Yahshua and his disciples went into 
the land of Judea; there he remained with them and baptized. 
23.  Yochanon also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because 
there was much water there; and people came and were 
baptized. 24.  For Yochanon had not yet been put in 
prison.   25.  Now a discussion arose between Yochanon’s 
disciples and a Jew over purifying.   26.  And they came to 
Yochanon, and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you beyond 
the Jordan, to whom you bore witness, here he is, baptizing, and 
all are going to him.”   27.  Yochanon answered, “No one can 
receive anything except what is given him from 
heaven.   28.  You yourselves bear me witness that I said, I am 
not the Anointed One, but I have been sent before him.   29.  He 
who has the bride is the bridegroom; the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the 
bridegroom’s voice; therefore this joy of mine is now 
full.   30. He must increase, but I must decrease.”  
Also Luke 4:18,19; Psalm 113 

  

Prayer 

Stir up your power, O Father Yahweh Sabaoth, and with great 
might come among us because we are sorely hindered by our 
sins.  Let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and 
deliver us through Your Son.  Amein. 

  

Dilemma at Secacah / Qumran 
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The overseer of the Secacah Essene Settlement calls all the brethren 

together and says to them, “I must tell you something important. 

Some have not been celibate.  We have a case of gonorrhea in the 

Yahad.”  “Thank goodness,” says the old priest in the back.  “I am so 

tired of Chardonnay.” 

  

Wrap Up from Last Time 

 Yahshua and his five disciples attended the wedding of his brother, 

Shimon, in Cana.  The wedding party required a vast amount of wine 

to satisfy the many guests of the bridegroom.  The custom was to 

bring out the most palatable wine in the first two days.  After that, 

the inferior was brought out to save money.  There was nothing 

wrong with the cheaper wine; wedding guests didn’t expect to be 

drinking Moet and Chandon all week – only at first.  After that, it was 

OK to bring out the Thunderbird.  

   When the best wine that the bar Yosef (Joseph) family could afford 

was gone the third day of the wedding.  The cheaper reserve 

disappeared.  When Maryah (Mary) realized the wine was gone, she 

appealed to Yahshua to do something so that her other step-son, the 

groom, wouldn’t lose face.  

   To save the wedding party and show the first miraculous sign of his 

identity, Yahshua commanded that stone baptismal water jars be 

filled with 180 gallons of well water then he changed the water to 

wine (though with great hesitation).  The partygoers were expecting 

cheap, sour wine; however, the host delighted them with new wine 

mysteriously dipped from a stone tank, and the groom was greatly 

esteemed! 
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Wine and Prophecy 

   Old wine represents the traditions of men observed in the name of 

true religion.  The people had grown up with dead old shadows of 

worship and were comfortable in them.  The new wine represents 

Yahshua’s presence among humanity, and his supernatural ministry: 

Luke 4:18.  “The Spirit of Yahweh is upon me, because he’s 
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He’s sent me to 
release captives and give sight to the blind, to set at liberty the 
oppressed,  19. to preach Yahweh’s acceptable year.”  
 

In this prophecy we see that the Anointed One is to be a spiritual 

man represented by the new wine.  The dove that remained on him 

represents the Spirit of Yahweh, which is described as 

Isaiah 11:2b “The spirit of wisdom and insight, of counsel and 
power, of knowledge and fear of Yahweh.” 
 

This Holy Spirit empowers the anointed to proclaim, permit and 

protect liberty. 

{Sing to the tune of Ebenezer or any 6/8 tune.}  

Once I was poor, but now I am rich.   
Once I was jailed, but now I am free.  
Once I was low but now I am high.   
Once I was blind but now I can see. 
 

These testimonial songs are the result of imbibing new wine.  (The 

wine was newly created from water.)  Supernatural miracles can’t be 

understood unless one has had her fill.  When greater grace abounds, 

the songs of the afflicted are full of hope: 

Though things are scanty, yet I am rich.   
Though I am jailed, my spirit is free. 
Though still oppressed, my Savior is near.   
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Blind as I am, yet more I can see. 
 

   Who wouldn’t want to be rich or free?  But where grace abounds 

and faith is exercised, there is a great hope.  To be able to say, “I am 

blind, yet I see” requires supernatural faith.  And to say, “Though 

oppressed, he is near,” is just plain unrealistic. Whether we see 

because we’re made whole or see while yet blind are both 

supernatural matters.  The old wine of comfortable forms is OK, but 

the new hope in Messiah is better.  Yahshua compared new and old 

in: 

Luke 5:37.  “No one puts new wine into old wineskins; if he 
does, the new wine will burst the skins and it will be spilled, and 
the skins will be destroyed.   38. But new wine must be put into 
fresh wineskins.” 
 

In another place, the quote is a little different:  

Matthew 9: 17.  “New wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so 
both [new and old] are preserved.” 
  

Skins 

   To be fair, Yahshua isn’t just talking about wine, but skins.  Old wine 

belongs in an old skin.  It’s already fully expanded and the skin has 

hardened around the wine after years of aging.  New skins will 

expand with the fermentation of the new wine while old skins, stiff 

with age, will burst.  Yahshua says that if new wine is put into new 

skins, both old and new are retained. 

   Old wine is not always so good, but new wine is always good.  Some 

religious forms simply are no longer pliable. Many religious folks 

aren’t teachable or reachable with the new.  They’re old skins – 

supernaturalism or innovation will burst them.  Sad but true.  Some 
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are infected with bacteria and have turned sour – like the old spoilt 

vinegar Yahshua was offered on the stake.  He wouldn’t touch the old 

even then because it was impure – polluted. But we gladly lap up 

sour wine; we’re very used to it! 

   Some folks and their assemblies are like new skins.  They desire be 

filled with the revelation of Yahshua and all that his coming means, 

including all the gifts and fruits and baptisms and infillings.  They 

want to expand in the Spirit as new wine expands – increasing in 

knowledge as Scripture is taught – enhancing their wisdom by 

applying their newfound knowledge to life situations.  They want to 

be truly Spirit-filled so that others may see their good works and 

glorify their heavenly Father.  These aren’t drunk as you suppose, 

but filled with the new wine of the Spirit. 

 

New and Old are Treasured 

   Yahshua says something else on the subject of new and old 

concerning knowledge, learning and the future of ministry in the 

mission fields of the Millennium.  Yahshua says: 

Matthew 13:52.  “Every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

We scribes respect the old but expect the new, and we acquire both 

old and new in our quest for treasure. We were raised on the old, 

and that’s why we think it’s so good; that is, we’re good Methodists, 

good Baptists, good Mennonites, good Catholics, good Jews, but 

when the new wine comes out of the baptismal water pot, we get a 

taste and want to gulp it down.  We may remain a good this or that, 
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but now we’re something more, something NEW.  With new wine 

there’s new creation.  The old remains, but the new is joy. 

  

Up in Aenon 

   After the wedding at Cana, Yahshua’s bunch all go up 

to Jerusalem for the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:5ff). 

During this eight-day Feast, Yahshua and his crew make many new 

friends through his introduction of authoritative teaching and 

supernatural signs.  Now Yahshua and his disciples lead a multitude 

out of the city and over to the Jordan to baptize. 

   On the other hand, Yochanon the Dunker becomes a wanted 

man.  He moves his camp from Bethany Beyond Jordan to 

Aenon, fifty miles north, in Samaria.  Not many will find him here – 

not even those who would be baptized.  But a certain devious leader 

and his party find him and argue with Yochanon’s disciples about 

baptism.  Sprinkling, pouring, dipping, dunking, immersing, 

rebaptism, how old, how young, how many times, font, tank, 

swimming pool or creek – the same kinds of wasteful arguments we 

like to mull over.  

   You see, the Jews baptize over and over again; but Yochanon 

baptizes once and for all after heartfelt repentance. The baptized 

receive cleansing from sin (see Acts 19:3).  But then the devious 

fellow reports to Yochanon’s bunch news they all find 

troubling.  They take the news to Yochanon: that Yahshua is making 

scads of new disciples near Jerusalem, not way out in the country like 

them.  The spirit of competition sets in. 
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   Yochanon’s disciples are concerned because Yahshua is taking lots 

of good people from their influence: from both the moneymaking 

sacrificial system and the offering plates at camp Yochanon.  There 

could be serious financial repercussions if Yahshua’s popularity 

increases.  The despicable fellow came up to Yochanon for help in 

putting Yahshua on a stake or chopping block. 

   Yochanon is honest to the core.  He won’t exploit his own anointing 

for money, fame or comfort.  If telling the truth loses him everything, 

so be it.  “I’m the best man at a wedding.  I made everything ready for 

the bridegroom. Now I step back and allow honor to be given where 

it’s due.  As Yahshua’s glory increases, mine decreases, for what he’s 

sharing is from heaven.” Yochanon’s the old wine and he admits 

it.  They’ve been drinking him, but now it’s time for the wedding 

banquet and the new wine.  Yochanon’s sent from Yahweh with a 

mission, but he’s not about to bust his skin.  He knows better.  New 

skins for new wine! 

 

At Yahshua’s Camp in Judea 

   Fifty miles south, in Judea, Yochanon’s other disciples are very 

concerned.  Yochanon’s in prison now, trapped by Herod. The fellow 

who tried to enlist Yochanon to bring Yahshua down turns Yochanon 

in instead.  Now Yochanon’s disciples, knowing their leader may 

never get free, must make sure.  “Are you really the Anointed Messiah 

or shall we look elsewhere?” Yahshua says, “Chaverim, see for 

yourselves.”  There are thousands milling around, and Yochanon’s 

disciples have plenty of folks to interview. 
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   Nathanael directs Yochanon’s disciple Banyah to Zacchai 

(Zacchaeus), the future overseer of the Assembly of 

Caesarea.  Banyah asks Zacchai, “What’s your story, little 

man?”  Zacchai sings, “Once I was poor, but now I am rich!”  Nearby, 

Banyah finds Judas Sicarius, “How about you, Judean brother?”  Judas 

sings, “Once I was jailed, but now I am free.”  Banyah, sings, “Good for 

thee; good for thee.” 

   Yochanon Zavdi, Yahshua’s first disciple, who’ll write Yahshua’s 

biography, is escorting another of the Dunker’s disciples around the 

camp, Hiram the Egyptian.  There’s a woman ahead entranced in 

praise.  There are lots of women around.  Hiram the Egyptian says to 

Yochanon, “Certainly your master doesn’t dunk women?”  Yochanon 

replies, “Yahshua doesn’t dunk, we do.  I dunked this woman 

myself.  She’s Miriam.”  

   Hiram storms, “You can’t baptize women.  It’s not done.”  Yochanon 

replies, “Why, that’s a strange prejudice for you, an Egyptian, to 

make.”  Yochanon gets Miriam’s attention, “Lady, this man wants 

your story.”  The lady Miriam, a librarian in Kafernaum, tells Hiram 

the Egyptian, “Once I was low, really low, but now I am high, really 

high” as she floats off in the Spirit.  “She’s drunk!” howls 

Hiram.  Yochanon replies, “Well, in a manner of speaking only.  She’s 

drunk on a new wine.” 

   She passes a man with a hideously deformed face.  He’s closely 

inspecting a piece of rock.  Hiram tells Yochanon, “Certainly, this man 

has complaints.  He’s grotesque.  Obviously, your master hasn’t 

gotten to him yet.”  Yochanon says, “Let’s find out.  Sir, what’s your 

name?”  The man replies, “Friends here call me Yahooo.”  Hiram says 
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to Yahooo, “I see you are quite deformed and need healing.”  Yahooo 

answers, “I don’t know what you’re talking about.  I’ve been healed.  I 

was blind but now I see.”  Hiram presses on, “Then why do you stare 

at that rock?” Yahooo replies, “Rock?  Oh, so that’s what it is.  I’ve 

never seen one before.  Beautiful, isn’t it?  I just regained my sight, 

along with all those others.”  Yahooo points to a crowd of men and 

women ahead.  They’re all examining rocks. 

   

Faith and Hope 

   Nathanael and Banyah meet up with Yochanon and Hiram the 

Egyptian, and have overheard the last conversation. Yahooo looks up 

from his rock and says to Banyah (who he thinks is Hiram), “There’s 

a guy you’ll want to see there sitting on the ground.  That’s 

Yabbadabba.  He didn’t get healed like the rest.” 

   The disciples leave Yahooo for Yabbadabba.  Yochanon touches the 

blind man, who peers up through sightless sockets.  But they notice a 

very sweet smile on his face.  Hiram shouts, “Why smile so when you 

didn’t get healed? Are you simple?”  Yabbadabba twists the wax in 

his ear after Hiram’s blast.  “My sins are forgiven, sir, and I’ve been 

born from above.  All the burdens of my heart rolled away.”  Hiram 

continues, “Yes, yes, that’s wonderful, but you’re still blind.” 

Yabbadabba replies, “Am I so blind?  Why, it was there by faith I 

received my sight – and now I am happy all the day.” 

  

Yahshua on Yochanon 

   About this time the crowd gets silent and many sit on the 

ground.  Yahshua climbs a rock to speak: 
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“Friends, about Yochanon the Dunker.  What did you expect to 
see, a weed shivering in a windstorm, a playboy in pajamas – or 
a prophet of Yahweh?  Yes, Yochanon’s more than a prophet, 
he’s a prophetic fulfillment, ‘Behold, I send my angel to prepare 
the way.’  Yochanon is the greatest to spring from a womb, yet 
the least in the Kingdom is greater” (Matthew 11:7ff). 
 

   Yochanon’s disciples complain bitterly about what Yahshua just 

said about their imprisoned Master.  The argument escalates, and 

Yahshua is suddenly in their midst, like a thief in the night.  Yahshua 

says, “Banyah, you know me well.  You’ve known me since I was a 

fourteen.”  Banyah replies, “That is true, Master.”  Yahshua says, 

Matthew 11:4 “Then go and tell Yochanon what you hear and 
see:  5. the blind see, the lame walk, lepers are healed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have hope. 6. And blessed 
is he who takes no offense at me.” 
 

   The next morning, Banyah, Hiram, and Yochanon’s disciples hit the 

trail to Yochanon’s prison.  They’ve seen enough for a good report: 

Yahshua is the Anointed who will set the captives free.  But they’re 

still puzzled.  If Yochanon is great, why is he not in 

the Kingdom of Heaven?  Does this mean that Yahshua won’t set their 

Master free from Herod’s dungeon?  We wonder today what this 

means as well.  If Yochanon isn’t in, how can we hope to be?  That’s a 

question worth answering before I close. 

  

The Parting of the Ways 

   Yochanon and Yahshua had the same method and message.  The 

difference between what is Kingdom and what is not is the 

supernatural realm.  There were signs of Yahshua’s supernatural 

Anointing and origin.  People received from him not only 
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forgiveness, but something greater – the gifts that Yahweh had 

always desired to pour out upon humankind, the greatest being the 

assurance of Yahshua’s omnipresence; next – expectation for the 

present security; next – bright hope for tomorrow.  Yet Yahshua and 

his talmidim also heal afflictions and set free captives, and even 

when it doesn’t happen in the physical realm, he can, insofar as he’s 

allowed, bring splendid liberty in the spiritual and emotional 

man.  Unlike Yochanon, Yahshua is a supernatural Master, a Master 

who can neither lie nor even die properly.  

   To assure our place in his Kingdom, we must do as he did, and 

drink – then make – new wine ourselves.  We try to emulate his walk, 

we learn to recognize his voice, we’re obedient to his commands 

from the start, we detach ourselves from that devilish selfish 

streak and we effervesce in the presence of his Spirit and his 

children.  Then we spend our time healing, helping, teaching or 

encouraging others, as he did. 

   Yochanon was a good man, a great prophet.  But Yochanon is in a 

tomb somewhere awaiting the resurrection call.  You, on the other 

hand, may be greater than he.  If you’re a new creation, love Yahshua 

and keep his commandments, you’re a Kingdom man, you’re a 

Kingdom woman, greater in the Kingdom than the greatest Hebrew 

prophet that ever lived.   

   Dead religious forms and denominational affiliations may offer the 

comfort of the familiar, but they can’t save. A hundred trips to the 

altar rail can’t save anyone.  These things aren’t necessarily bad, 

they’re good – but there’s no hope in them at all by themselves.  To 

get into the Kingdom to come requires active participation now. 
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Though the old’s been good, maybe it’s time now to part from the old 

unto the new thing that Yahweh wants to do right where you 

are.  You may be an animal lover, but maybe your sacred cows must 

be sacrificed, bridges burned, corpses buried.  We take with us from 

the old what is real and worthwhile and pliable and even treasured, 

but we leave behind the dead, the stinking, the rotting, the lifeless, 

the still, the fetid corpse of ritual for ritual’s sake, even if your ritual 

includes chorus singing, a rock band and praise dancers.  “He must 

increase, while I must decrease,” Yochanon admits.  Shouldn’t we 

admit the same?  Amein. 
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Miracle and Murder 

John 4:43.  After the two days Yahshua departed toward 
Galilee.   44.  For Yahshua himself testified that a prophet has no 
honor in his own country.   45.  So when he came to Galilee, the 
Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done 
in Jerusalem at the feast, for they too had gone to the 
feast.   46.  So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had 
made the water wine. And at K’fer Nachum (Capernaum) there 
was an official whose son was ill.   47.  When he heard that 
Yahshua had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and begged 
him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of 
death.   48.  Yahshua therefore said to him, “Unless you see signs 
and wonders you will not believe.”   49.  The official said to him, 
“Sir, come down before my child dies.”  50. Yahshua said to him, 
“Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that 
Yahshua spoke to him and went his way.  51.  As he was going 
down, his servants met him and told him that his son was 
living.  52.  So he asked them the hour when he began to mend, 
and they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever 
left him.”   53.  The father knew that was the hour when Yahshua 
had said to him, “Your son will live”; and he himself believed, 
and all his household.   54.  This was now the second sign that 
Yahshua did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.  (see also 
Matthew 8:8ff)  
Also Gospel of Thomas 3, 8.  

Recap 

   In previous messages we learned that Yahshua did the first of his 

signs in Cana, a stone’s throw from Nazareth, his childhood 

home.  His brother Shimon (known as the Cananaean) lived and was 

married there.  Yahshua made wine of water to save the wedding 

party and reveal his identity with great hesitation.  But now the story 

of the miracle is out by word of mouth. 

  

127



 

 

Sorting Out Characters in K’fer Nachum 

  From Cana, Yahshua’s family and talmidim journey to K’fer 

Nachum, a fishing town on the Sea.  The disciple Kefa (Peter) is 

married to a local woman whose family is in the fishing business. Her 

name is Peniel (Penelope); her brothers are Ya’aqov (James) and 

Yochanon (John), children of Zebediah and his wife, Keziah.  The 

Zebediahs have a great house right on the sea.  Andrew and Kefa are 

kin to the Zebediahs, so a marriage and a business arrangement was 

natural, for Kefa’s family also fishes in Beit Zatha, a nearby town on 

the Sea of Galilee.   Now there’s enough extra money for the younger 

men to pursue education with a teacher. 

   After the Cana wedding, Yahshua, his talmidim, his mother, four 

brothers and two sisters, his sisters-in-law Devorah and Ya-el, all 

take a honeymoon together to the K’fer Nachum seaside, staying 

with the Zebediahs at the invitation of their son, Yochanon. Here, 

they meet Yochanon’s eldest brother Ya’aqov, a man with the same 

name as Yahshua’s eldest brother.  This Ya’aqov of K’fer Nachum 

might not have the pedigree of Yahshua’s brother, but he had far 

more money.  

 

The Roman Officer and his Adjunct   

   When word gets out that the Yahshua People are at Zebediah’s, a 

crowd forms outside.  Yahshua and his talmidim come forth to 

see.  Kefa goes to find a sword.  Seeing his clerical robe, the crowd 

directs its chatter to Yahshua.  Some want miracles; others, 

wine.  One drunk points to the Sea of Galilee behind the house and 
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cries, “There’s your water, and we’re powerful thirsty (hiccough); 

change the sea into wine.” 

   A Roman Centurion with several soldiers part the crowd 

quickly.  The Romans walk right up to the Yahshua people and, in a 

rough voice, the Centurion says.  ”You preachers ‘belonging to The 

Way’ (Acts 9:2,19:9) seek your kingdom.  We Romans want to know 

of it.”  The people start disbursing quickly.  A Roman asking a moreh 

(teacher) of his kingdom could only mean arrest. Yahshua isn’t 

concerned yet, 

because he knew all men and needed no one to bear witness of man; 

for he himself knew what was in man (Yochanon 2:25). 

   Yahshua talks, “People!  These soldiers are but men, like you, except 

this Centurion, for he 

“is like a smart fisher who casts his net into the sea and draws it 
up full of minnies. Among the minnies he finds a big carp. He 
throws out the minnies and grabs the carp. Whoever has ears to 
hear, let him hear (Thomas 8). 
 

“Sir, what do you want?”  The Centurion responds, “Exactly where is 

this kingdom you teachers claim?  Is it this god-forsaken land or 

another?”  Yahshua replies, “With due respect, sir, some say, 

‘Look!  The kingdom’s in the sky.’  If so, birds beat them 
there.  Some say, ‘Look!  The kingdom’s in the sea.’  If so, the 
minnies beat them there (Thomas 3a). 
 

“And if it’s in this land, the fallen angels beat us here, and they’re still 

here.”  Yahshua spoke to the Centurion in riddles so that he might 

“see but not perceive and hear but not understand; lest he should 

repent and be forgiven” (Mark 4:12).  (When speaking of fallen 

angels, he was speaking of the Romans.) 
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   But this Centurion is wise, as Yahshua prophesied.  He won’t be 

satisfied with a riddle.  The fickle gods of Rome, who impoverish a 

man one day, reward him the next, and kill him the third, they tire 

this man of war.  He asks Yahshua point blank, “I said, where 

is your kingdom and who is your king?  Speak plainly!”  Yahshua 

changes from Greek to Latin to be perfectly understood.  ”Centurion, 

listen to me closely.  

“The kingdom’s inside you and outside you right now.  You sir 
will soon come to know yourself.  When you do you’ll become 
known by the king; the One Living Father.  Otherwise, you’ll live 
in poverty for you are poor of spirit” (Thomas 3b). 
 

Passover 

   The Yahshua People are sojourning up to Zion for Passover. 

Ya’aqov, son of Zebediah, is very impressed with Yahshua’s stand 

with the Centurion.  Most teachers wouldn’t have said a word to a 

Gentile, especially a soldier.  Yahshua asks Ya’aqov, “Will you follow 

me?”  And Ya’aqov becomes a disciple.  

   Here are the talmidim in order: Yochanon Zebediah, Andrew, Kefa, 

Philippos, Nathanael, Yahudah, Shimon and Ya’aqov Zebediah.  

Yahshua’s youngest brother Yose wants to be a disciple like the rest, 

but mother Mary won’t allow it – too young.  But along with the 

talmidim, Maryam, Yose, Zebediah and Keziah, Kefa’s Peniel, 

Shimon’s Ya-el, Yahudah’s Devorah, and Maryah’s daughters 

Yochana and Shalome, plus servants and animals all will follow 

Yahshua on the seventy-five mile course to the feast in Jerusalem.  (I 

told you in an earlier installment about the danger of this 
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route.)  Oh!  Three mysterious strangers straggle behind, unnoticed – 

they’re Roman spies. 

   In Jerusalem, the Yahshua People lodge in the Essene quarter.  You 

see, Yahshua’s brother Ya’aqov lives there in a conclave of holy men 

called Zaddikim – “saints” (or “the righteous”).  Ya’aqov is priest of 

that order, a major Jewish sect.  Zaddikim (Essenes) are scattered all 

over.  The common goal of all Zaddikim is ridding the Temple of its 

corruption. Ya’aqov, Yahshua’s brother, is a priest of the Zaddikim. 

   As a new moreh (teacher) of The Way, Yahshua makes lots of 

friends in Jerusalem, like Yosef Ari Mattyah (Joseph of Arimathea), a 

member of the Jerusalem council.  Nakdimon (Nicodemus), another 

council member, comes by night to learn from him.  (That tale comes 

later.)  Yahshua meets them on Mount Olive, for these councilmen 

dare not go into the Essene quarter for fear of their lives.  Yahshua 

renews acquaintances with Shimon, Eliezer (Lazarus), Marta 

(Martha) and Miriam (Mary) of Bethany, and Zechariah and Elisheva 

(Elizabeth), the Dunker’s parents. Zacchai (Zacchaeus) of Jericho is a 

new friend.  Though a despised tax collector, Yahshua sees 

possibilities.  Many gather as Yahshua teaches Essenes, Sadducees, 

Pharisees, peasants and prostitutes, in streets, homes, fellowship 

halls, synagogues, and especially on the steps of the Jerusalem 

Temple.  

  

On Through Shomron 

   A multitude of new talmidim follow the Yahshua People to 

the Jordan for baptism, healing and demon deliverance.  (But I 

already told you that story.)   Instead of taking the Jordan Road back 
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to Cana, Yahshua will make straight for Galilee across Shomron 

(Samaria).  This is a bold move; Shomron is hostile country, and 

many Israelites hate Shomronim; but Yahshua wants to visit his 

ancestor Ya’aqov’s well, and that’s in Somron!  The three Roman 

spies follow the Yahshua People into Shomron, keeping their 

distance.  Philippos notices them, for they are close enough for him 

to see the daggers in their tunics. 

     At Jacob’s well, Yahshua sends the group off to get food while he 

prays.  There, Yahshua meets a Shomroni woman of bad reputation, 

who says to him, “I know that Messiah is coming; he will show us all 

things.”   Yahshua says to her, “I who speak to you am he” (John 

4:25,26 – this tale will also be told).  

   Yahshua’s People are gone and don’t hear this exchange.  But 

Yochanon and Ya’aqov hear, and so did the three spies in the 

bushes.   These brothers hide because they hate Shomronim and 

think Yahshua’s life’s at stake. The brothers would call down fire 

on Shomron (Luke 9:54)!  But instead of being destroyed, the 

Shomronim of Ya’aqov’s well believe in Yahshua through the 

woman’s testimony, and the Yahshua People stay in their homes for 

two days.  It’s here that Yahshua nicknames Ya’aqov and Yochanon 

“Sons of Thunder” (Benei Reges) (Mark 3:17), since they want to call 

down fire from heaven.  Yahshua also learns how their prejudice 

might jeopardize the mission.  So this night Yahweh gives Yahshua a 

dream – the story we know as “The Good Samaritan.” 
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Spies 

   As the troop sets out for Galilee, Nazareth, then Cana, Philippos 

notices the spies pull up stakes also.  But now there are only two 

spies.  Philippos tells Yahshua, “There were three, but now there are 

only two.  I believe they’re armed spies.”  Yahshua replies, “No doubt, 

Philippos.”  Philippos asks, “Who could they be spying for?  The 

Sadducees?  The Romans?  One has already gone to report to 

someone.  Shouldn’t we send Zebediah’s gang to take them out before 

proceeding?”  Seems like a smart plan, but Yahshua nixes it, 

“Philippos, if you fear, fear the One who will cast them into the lake 

of fire.  Our time is not yet up.”  Philippos continues to keep an eye 

on them and wonders, “Where’d the third spy go?” But Yahshua 

knows.  He’s headed to K’fer Nachum to report to his Centurion. 

  

Nazareth 

   Days pass, and the Yahshua People reach Maryah’s home in 

Nazareth. Hearing of Yahshua’s signs after the Feast, a crowd forms 

to welcome him, to his surprise. They all want something.  Yahshua 

thinks, “You didn’t want me then, but now you want!”  Philippos, 

Yochanon and the talmidim are very concerned.  There is a Roman 

detachment stationed in tiny Nazareth and still two spies behind 

them.  And Nathaniel hates Romans.  Will their kingdom end here 

in Nazareth even before it begins? 

   Maryah has a large home.  The late Yosef’s son Yahudah has seen to 

that.  Nobody’s been around for weeks but Yahshua and the 

servants. Maryah, her son Yose, and the girls will go no further.  The 

wives, with the exception of Shimon’s Ya’el, will set out for K’fer 
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Nachum in a few days.  First, Zebediah will take a day trip to the 

capital city Sepphoris for business.  Though his sons try to dissuade 

him because of the danger, Zebediah needs time to think.  Is this 

Yahshua, whom his sons now follow, the man from Heaven? 

  

The Dispersion 

   Ya’el, Shimon’s bride, is nagging her new husband, anxious to get 

back to Cana and home.  She already misses her mother. Shimon 

didn’t marry to travel all the time.  The Yahshua People have been on 

the road for over three Sabbaths.  First thing in the morning, Mr. 

Zebediah and servants will take the Sepphoris road from Nazareth 

for business, while Yahshua and his talmidim accompany Shimon 

and Ya’el on the Cana road.  They should all find their destinations by 

noon.  They have a banquet of bread, wine and pickled fish that 

evening, then set out by morning, with one spy following Zebediah 

on the Sepphoris road and the other taking the Cana road behind 

Yahshua.  Still no sign of the third spy. 

   These Roman spies dressed as Jews had seen great miracles back at 

the Jordan River.  The blind gained sight, possessed were freed, good 

news was preached.  They also saw not a few children, wracked with 

disease, instantly cured by Yahweh, the King of Heaven, whom 

Yahshua invoked.  Can this Kingdom of the Sky be real, the spies 

wonder?  Yahshua was right about the spy who left.  He did indeed 

return to K’fer Nachum to report.  The Centurion has already issued 

a new order, which he plans to carry out personally. He and a 

detachment of horse soldiers are even now making their way 

to Cana to intercept Yahshua and his people. 
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    On the road to Sepphoris, Zebediah makes up his mind.  “Seeing is 

believing.  How amazing it was to see miracles and be touched 

myself.  I do believe in my heart upon both Yahshua and his father 

Yahweh, who sent him!  I feel born anew!”  This is Zebediah’s final 

thought before armed robbers hijack his tiny caravan.  A single stab 

of a dagger finds his newly believing heart.  Our friend dies instantly: 

the first of many martyrs.  Seeing this from afar, the horrified spy 

waits then checks the bodies for signs of life before turning back for 

the garrison at Nazareth. 

  

The Final Showdown 

   When Yahshua and his talmidim reach Shimon’s in Cana, the entire 

village is in for a fearful encounter.  A Centurion and ten Roman 

soldiers ride into Cana on the Sea road and halt in the town square 

where all may see them.  Immediately, a second detachment rides in 

on the Nazareth road to meet up with the Centurion’s force.  

Philippos, among those hiding in Shimon’s house, peers out and 

recognizes the spy who’d followed them, still dressed as a Jew, in the 

second detachment.  To their horror, the cavalry rides into Shimon’s 

yard, where the marriage party was held.  The Centurion dismounts 

along with three others, their swords drawn. 

   The Centurion shouts, “I adjure you men by Caesar to exit the 

house immediately or die.”  He has enough manpower to kill every 

living soul in the village.  ”What shall we do?” Kefa asks the 

Master.  All the talmidim are terrorized.  Yahshua replies, “We do as 

we’re told.”  And the Good Shepherd leads the sheepish men out the 

door, into the face of fate. 
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   ”You are the Rabbi of fishers, are you not?  I am the Centurion that 

you dared call ‘a wise fisher’ back in K’fer Nachum.  (Now Philippos 

recognizes two of the three spies among the Romans; one now is 

uniformed.)  Yahshua asks the Centurion, “And have you captured 

your carp, sir?”  The Centurion replies, “You’re the carp, Teacher.  

And you’re captured.”  Shaking with fear, hiding a sword behind him, 

Kefa thinks, “If our Master’s the carp, we’re just the minnies.”  

   ”My men have followed you.  They report that you cured many 

children in the waters of the river.  Are you a healer then, 

rabbi?”  Yahshua replies, “Your men say I AM.”  Kefa sweats and 

thinks, “Why must he smart off to this man?”  The towering 

Centurion closes in on the rabbi.  But surprisingly, his voice cracks as 

he quietly moans, “My son’s dying.  Come back with me and heal 

him.  Come.”  After a pause, Yahshua says, “Friend, must you see me 

heal (a sign) before you’ll believe?  Go back, your son lives.”  And 

from that moment, the Centurion believes, and his knotted, fearsome 

face relaxes in relief.  The talmidim are amazed too, but they’ve seen 

too much not to believe.  Ya’aqov and Kefa cry, “Praised be to 

Yahweh!  Hallelujah!”  Yochanon croons, “Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!” 

   Before the soldiers can remount, a spy dressed as a Jew leads three 

more soldiers to the house from the Nazareth road. Philippos 

recognizes the artificial Jew instantly as one of the spies.  These 

soldiers join the others.  The spy dismounts, and approaching the 

Centurion he removes his turban and salutes.  ”Hail Caesar!  The 

party I followed northwest from Nazareth was robbed by bandits. 

We returned with a detachment, caught the thieves and executed 

them.”  
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   There’s a shocked silence.  Ya’aqov, Yochanon and Kefa cringe at 

this news.  Ya’aqov cries out, “And what of my father, the elder of the 

party?”  The spy looks to the Centurion: “Tell him what he wants to 

know.”  “All four in the party are dead at the garrison in 

Nazareth.  I’m sorry.  There was nothing I could do.”  A salute is 

exchanged as the Centurion remounts and leads his troops swiftly 

back to K’fer Nachum.  The other soldiers return to Nazareth, with 

Ya’aqov, Andrew and Kefa following behind to claim the bodies of 

Zebediah’s party.  Zebediah’s youngest son Yochanon is in shock; he 

stays behind at Shimon’s house, sobbing.  Like a father, Yahshua 

wraps his arms around the young disciple and loves him.  “Take 

courage, my son; take courage in Yahweh’s providence,” Yahshua 

says as he lays his hand on Yochanon’s head and silently prays. 

   Yochanon croaks through his tears, “I don’t understand you, 

Master.  You save this unrighteous son of Seth but allow my father, a 

son of Abraham, to perish cruelly.  Why?”  Yahshua looks to his 

Father, but . . . “Son, I’d tell you everything I know, for you are my 

beloved, my first-born of the spirit.  But this – this – I just do not 

know.”  The Master Rabbi holds his new son, still no more than a boy, 

close to his heart, and weeps with him there, in Shimon’s house, in 

Cana of Galilee.  Amein.  (To be continued in the next essay.) 
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Sabbath Showdown 

John 5:1-9, 15-24.  (The story takes place at the pool 
of Bethzatha.)  1.  AFTER THIS there was a feast of the Jews, and 
Yahshua went up to Jerusalem.  2.  Now there is in Jerusalem by 
the Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew called Beit Zatha, which has 
five porticoes.  3.  In these lay a multitude of invalids, blind, 
lame, paralyzed. 5.  One man was there, who had been ill for 
thirty-eight years.  6.  When Yahshua saw him and knew that he 
had been lying there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to 
be healed?"  7.  The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no man 
to put me into the pool when the water is troubled, and while I 
am going another steps down before me."  8.  Yahshua said to 
him, "Rise, take up your pallet, and walk."  9.  And at once the 
man was healed, and he took up his pallet and walked. Now that 
day was the Sabbath.  
   15.  The man went away and told the Jews that it was Yahshua 
who had healed him.  16.  And this was why the Jews persecuted 
Yahshua, because he did this on the Sabbath.  17.  But Yahshua 
answered them, "My Father is working still, and I am 
working."  18.  This was why the Jews sought all the more to kill 
him, because he not only broke the Sabbath but also called 
Elohim his own Father, making himself equal with Elohim.  
   19.  Yahshua said to them, "Amein, amein, I say to you, the Son 
can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the 
Father doing; for whatever he does, that the Son does 
likewise.  20.  For the Father loves the Son, and shows him all 
that he himself is doing; and greater works than these will he 
show him, that you may marvel.  21.  For as the Father raises the 
dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he 
will. 22.  The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to 
the Son,  23.  that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the 
Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father who sent him.  24.  Amein, amein, I say to you, he who 
hears my word and believes him who sent me, has eternal life; 
he does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to 
life.”  
 Also 4Q266 10:14-18 
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Recap 

   Previously, Yahshua was with his disciples in Cana.  After a 

confrontation with Roman soldiers, Yahshua was requested to heal 

the son of the Centurion, which he does.  Soldiers also report an 

attack by bandits not far from there in which Zebadiah, the father of 

Ya’aqov and Yochanon, was killed.  We left Yahshua ministering 

to Zebadiah’s youngest son, Yochanon, while his older brother 

Ya’aqov returned to Nazareth to claim his father’s remains.  The 

disciples are perplexed as to why Yahshua would heal the son of a 

Roman officer yet allow Zebadiah to die on the road.  When 

Yochanon asked the Master why, Yahshua could only answer, “I don’t 

know.” 

   It’s now more than a month later, and time for another Feast 

in Jerusalem.  Yahshua and his disciples again stay in the Essene 

Quarter, enjoying the hospitality of brother Ya’aqov and the 

Zaddikim priests.  Their Sabbath assembly space is a place we call, 

“The Upper Room,” situated above the venerable tomb of King David. 

  

How Yahudah Became Thaddaeus   

   (see Matthew 10:3  Ya’aqov and Thaddaeus) (Luke 6:16 Judas of 

James.) 

    Yahshua’s older brother Yahudah gained a new name at the 

wedding in Cana, given him by Roman spies.  Since Yahudah was 

toastmaster, he kept the torch in hand, lighting lamps and fires, 

seeing to the accommodations.  The Romans mocked him, calling 

him “Taeda Deus,” which means, “Torch God” – Yahudah the Torch 

God.  This nickname, which was understood as “Thaddaeus,” caught 
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on with the wedding guests.  Even after-ward, everyone 

called Yahudah “Thaddaeus” not realizing it was derisive. But 

Yahshua informed him, “My brother, do you know the Romans have 

named you “Taeda Deus,” the “Torch God”?  Are you, sir, a torch 

god?”  Yahudah replied, “Ohh!!  It’s because I carried the torch all 

those days of the wedding!  So they were only making sport of me!” 

  Yahshua: “Yes, brother.  But seeing as there are many Yahudahs, 

and you’ve gained a surname, let them call you Theudah 

instead.”   Now Theudah combines Thaddaeus and Yahudah, and 

means “Water Flow.”  Yahudah-Theudah was the first to taste the 

water made wine and the first to make it “flow” to the wedding 

guests.  The name Theudah reminds all of Yahshua’s first sign – 

water to wine. 

   Yahshua announces, “In recognition of our new Theudah, we’ll visit 

the famous “water flow” near the Temple and see what work Yahweh 

has for us.”  Nathanael listens closely, and wonders what Yahshua 

means by work, for it’s Sabbath.  

   Yahshua says to his eldest brother Ya’aqov, the one with the fishy 

mustache, “Join us, righteous brother – bring some of your fellows. Is 

not the Temple your destination for prayer?” So Yahshua, his 

brothers and disciples, along with priests of righteousness, make 

their way north to the famous spa, Beit Zatha (“Olive House”). 

  

The Story of Beit Zatha 

   Beit Zatha is a large, rectangular pool with a partition in the middle, 

breaking it in two.  It was once a pagan shrine, and many injured 

gather around.  Philippos makes a count, and asks the Master, “There 
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are nearly a hundred souls here on the Sabbath – maimed or 

crippled.  Master, why?”  

   Ya’aqov the Zaddik, who knows the most about the Temple regions, 

answers Philippos’s question, “Herodian, there is a myth about this 

water flow.  They say the demon Asclepius touches the water and it 

boils.  The first one in the boiling is healed.  These ill are waiting, 

hoping to get in first.”  Philippos angrily replies, “With all due 

respect, father priest, I am not a Herodian.” 

   Zaddikim don’t mix well with Greeks like Philippos, and Ya’aqov the 

Zaddik pays no attention.  “We learned years ago that there’s a 

geyser in the pool that’s active this time of year.  No demon 

descends. However, many are healed.  These people have great 

faith in a demon.  But even if the demon is cast away, faith remains: 

but faith in what?  Who knows?  How did you know of this place, 

Yahshua?” 

  

Bukkiah the Danite 

   But Yahshua has already wandered away to test out Ya’aqov’s 

contention.  He finds a man who’s wasting away on a reed 

pallet.  Yahshua asks him, “Sir, who are you and how long have you 

been infirm?”  “Rabbi, my name is Bukkiah ben Jogli.  I fell from a 

rooftop forty years ago.  I’ve lived in despair and hope ever 

since.”  Yahshua knows that pride came before Bukkiah’s fall, and 

asks. “You reckon you’ll be made whole?”  

   “I reckon so,” affirms Bukkiah.  “But I have no one to put me in the 

pool with the demon.”  Yahshua understands why nobody helps 

him.  Bukkiah is a Danite name.  The patriarch Ya’aqov, the father of 
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Dan, had prophesied concerning his clan, that “Dan shall be a 

serpent by the road” Genesis 49:17.  Furthermore, the Danites were 

the first to set up the golden calf in their city.  (Judges 18:29,30. The 

name of the city was Laish and the children of Dan set up the graven 

image.  I’ll tell that tale later.) 

   This ancient lawbreaking started a much-believed myth – 

that Danites were doomed at the judgment.  As a Danite, no one will 

help Bukkiah lest they be cursed also.  But is it this man’s fault 

that Israel fell into idolatry?  No.  Yet many blame this 

crippled Danite, victimized by demon Despair and religious 

superstition. 

   Yahshua tells Bukkiah, “If you will be healed, take your pallet and 

go.”  Yahshua jerks him up by the arm.  Bukkiah cries out; the 

disciples gather to see what must be done.  Then strength enters the 

Danite’s legs, and Bukkiah begins to shout, “Hallelu-Yah! Hallelu-

Yah!  I’m cured!  Praised be to Yahweh!  And thank you, venerable 

rabbi!  Blessed be he who comes in the name of Yahweh!”  

   Bukkiah doesn’t hesitate; he quickly hobbles off into the crowd, 

carrying his pallet as his unsteady gait knocks over this one and 

bruises that one, all the while singing, “We’ve a story to tell to the 

nations.”  Bukkiah thus left the demon Asclepius for 

the temple of Yahweh.  

   Now the other infirm around the pool are clamoring as the Yahshua 

People glorify Yahweh on the way to the Temple. 

  

The Dispute 
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   But the Zaddikim Essenes of Ya’aqov are uneasy.  Ya’aqov reminds 

Yahshua about Sabbath laws.  “Brother, you know it’s against the law 

to carry a pallet on Sabbath.  You incited the Danite to commit a 

serious crime; and look! Ahead are Prushim (Pharisees)!  And 

this Danite is an apostate: his punishment will be greater because of 

it!”  Yahshua says, “Brother, I didn’t come for the righteous, but 

sinners. Besides, where does the Law prohibit carrying a pallet on 

the Sabbath?”  

   Ya’aqov replies, “Yahshua, you know as well as I that the Righteous 

Teacher of the Zaddikim specifically forbade the carrying 

of anything on the Sabbath in The Torah of Damascus, which reads, 

4Q266 10:14-18 (This is an excerpt from the Dead Sea Scrolls) 
‘A man may not carry anything outside his house on the 
Sabbath.  No one may open a sealed vessel on the Sabbath.  No 
one may carry medicine on the Sabbath.  No one may carry a 
baby on the Sabbath.  No one may lift an animal out of a pit on 
the Sabbath.  And no one who falls into water may be helped out 
on the Sabbath.’  
 

Need I continue?” 

   The crowd follows.  Yahshua retorts, “Brother Ya’aqov, you have 

indeed quoted Torah set down by the famous Teacher of 

Righteousness.  Now, quote me the Law of Yahweh, as I asked.”  

Another of the Zaddikim, a proselyte named Yahudah, challenges 

Yahshua: “Rabboni, I am Yahudah ben Hur.  I can answer you from 

the prophet Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah), 

‘If ye will not hearken and bear a burden on the Sabbath day, 
even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, 
then will I kindle a fire and it shall devour the palaces of 
Jerusalem  (Jeremiah 17:27).” 
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“Is this not the passage you seek, Rabboni?” Yahudah ben Hur asks 

quite humbly.  Yahshua replies to the proselyte, “Rightly did that 

prophet speak the word of my Father, for this prediction is being 

fulfilled even now.  Behold!” 

   As they speak, a small detachment of Romans enters in through the 

Sheep Gate, carrying the emperor’s images and torches high on 

poles.  (Romans worship their Emperor.) Yahshua addresses 

Theudah, who was once the “torch god’: “This wise man with your 

name, my brother, this Yahudah ben Hur, quotes the prophet, 

saying anything carried through a gate on a Sabbath will cause 

Yahweh to burn the city.  But I say to you, Theudah and Yahudah, and 

to you all: 

 “‘When you see Jerusalem surrounded by these soldiers, know 
its immolation is near. Flee! For these are days of vengeance, to 
fulfill that prophecy.  We will fall by the sword and be enslaved; 
and Jerusalem will be tramped down. This generation will live to 
see it all,’ says the Yahweh of Armies” (Luke 21:20-24,32.). 
 

   Yahshua continues, “Solve this riddle: What is the harm of a son of 

Israel carrying a pallet in comparison to heathens hoisting graven 

images through city gates on Sabbath?  Which act deserves 

fire?  Search the Scriptures yourself.  If a cured man carrying a pallet 

is an offense to Yahweh, what of these Roman idolaters, who carry 

gods on poles through the Sheep Gate into the holy city, even the 

Temple?  Would this not draw immediate judgment by fire?   Have 

you no sense?  What is carrying a pallet to this abomination of 

desolation (Matthew 24:15)?  There’s no law against it; and as for 

those who do the punishing, you may be assured that fire will fall on 

all of us in due time.” 
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  Yahudah ben Hur and Ya’aqov ben Yosef are both humbled 

greatly.  Their Teacher of Righteousness, who penned The Torah of 

Damascus, is long dead, but here is a new Teacher of Righteousness 

with judgment based on logic, compassion and the authority (he 

claimed) of the Son of Elohim.  “Perhaps I’ll follow this moreh – just 

perhaps,” thinks Yahudah ben Hur. 

   Ya’aqov ha Zaddik can’t bear the thought of his younger brother 

surpassing him, but he can’t best his logic or power either. 

  

Against the Pharisees 

   Yahshua’s group is growing and moving as one toward the 

Temple.  But now, a third group of religious men are here, and 

Yahshua, his disciples, and Ya’aqov’s priests are facing a powerful 

foe, the Prushim (Pharisees).  Though there are upstanding Prushim, 

many rotten apples spoil the peck. 

   The Pharisees overheard the conversation and, seeing Yahshua’s 

clerical robe and the priestly white tunics of the Zaddikim, the high-

minded Prush Ichabod ben Dodo seeks out Yahshua.  “So you’re the 

moreh who tells a man to carry his pallet on the Sabbath and thus 

break the Torah.”  Yahshua replies, “I am not.  Yahweh cured a lame 

man at the devil’s pool and I said ‘take your pallet and go.’ Perhaps 

the Torah of your tradition was broken, but that’s not my affair.  He’s 

innocent.”   

   But the Prush Ichabod presses on, “We’re not concerned about the 

lawbreaking Danite Bukkiah, we want to know more about you, a 

teacher of Israel, engaged in this illegal activity.  The Torah says, 
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Six days you shall labor, and do all your work; but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath to Ha Shem; in it you shall not do any 
work...  (Exodus 20:9,10)  
 

and all you men standing here are witnesses to the moreh’s crime – 

working magic on the Sabbath!”      

   The disciples are sweating bullets.  This is a serious offense.  But 

the Zaddikim priests are eager for a fight with these corrupt religious 

midgets even though they don’t necessarily agree with Yahshua 

either.  Yahudah ben Hur and Ya’aqov the Zaddik are both ready to 

take up for him against the Pharisees.  But they don’t get the chance, 

for Yahshua shows an authority that they had yet to see, ever.  

   “You wretched, puffed-up whitewashed tombs, who do you think 

you are that you can accuse Yahweh the Elohim of Israel of breaking 

his own Sabbath covenant?  Are you power mad or just mad?  Do 

you not fear the fire of heaven that you preach?  Would you reach up 

and pull Yahweh down to earth to become your disciple?  

Fools!  Spawn of Belial!  You are the lawbreakers, for you purport to 

judge the Elohim whose name you dare not even utter.  Your 

judgment is flawed and devilish!”  

    “What breaks the law, to heal a man on the Sabbath or to kill 

one?”  (Yahshua prophesies this because murder was rising in the 

hearts of the Prushim.)  “You haven’t the ears to hear it, but I’ll tell 

you anyway, that on this Sabbath, my Father is working – and I AM 

working, also.  I AM the Sabbath-Master, for the Sabbath was 

made for a man, and I AM that man.  I will do exactly as my Father in 

Heaven wills.  Now you go do exactly what your father the devil 

wills.”  
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   To the amazement of the Yahshua People, Ichabod and his Prushim 

turn and flee into the crowd as though chased by the Beit 

Zatha demon, Asclepius.  But Yahshua’s crowd, his disciples and even 

the Zaddikim now see the Shekinah radiance of Yahweh revealed in 

Yahshua.  And though they carry great religious baggage, they, to a 

man, are seriously considering what Yahshua says about himself– 

that it might be true.  Even those who’ve known Yahshua all his life – 

Ya’aqov, Theuda and Shimon – are “Surprised by the Spirit.”  And one 

man is instantly converted – the one who’d previously argued the 

Scripture against him – namely, Yahudah ben Hur, who will soon 

become the tenth disciple. 

  

Convincing the Enochan 

   Back in the upper room in the Essene Quarter, Yahshua’s disciples, 

some righteous women and a few Zaddikim, including Ya’aqov ha 

Zaddik, Yahudah ben Hur, Enoch ben Doza, all Essene priests, meet 

for debriefing.  Yahshua is again questioned about the Sabbath. 

Enoch ben Doza puts the question to Yahshua directly.  “Moreh ha 

Gadol, we see you’ve broken from our Teacher of Righteousness 

whose words you were taught for many years.  However, 

your greater innovation is in saying, ‘My father is working and I am 

working.’  Are you equal with the Almighty, blessed be his name?” 

   Yahshua replies: “Enoch, shall we first speak of your namesake, the 

seventh-from-Adam Enoch, whom “the Master of Spirits” called “Son 

of Man,” yes (1 Enoch 46:2)?”  Enoch: “All right.  He walked with 

angels and the Master of Spirits called him Son of Man.”  
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   “Good.  And is it not true that the Son of Man watches the Father 

and does what the Father does, yes?” (Nod.)  “And, in the scroll of 

Enoch that you revere, doesn’t the Father give all power to judge 

even angels to the Son of Man?”  (Nod.)  “And wouldn’t you say that 

the Father loves the Son if he shows him his own works and gives 

him power to do them also?”  (Nod.)  “Then wouldn’t you say that 

those who honor the Son of Man also honor the Father who loves 

him?”  (Nod.)  The others are nodding their heads in affirmation 

too.  The anointing of the Holy Spirit flows out like water in the 

upper room. 

   “Then if the Father gives life, and the Son of Man has power to do as 

the Father bids, would you consider that the Son might also give life 

and health?”  Enoch ben Doza adds: “And judgment!” Yahshua: “So 

you recall from your holy scrolls that the Father gave the Son of Man 

the authority to judge independently, as he sees fit, correct?”  Enoch 

affirms the words of Yahshua: “That is indeed true of the Son of 

Man” (1 Enoch, chapters 12-16).  “Are you enjoying?”  (Nod.) 

  

Invitation to Life 

   “Listen, you with ears to hear.  I AM the Son of Man from the Sky.  I 

have shown you the proof of it. You’ve all seen or known of the signs 

of my authority – wine, healing, deliverance – have you not? These 

things I do because the Father has shown them to me.  They came to 

pass so that you might believe!  

   “Follow me, and you’ll see many more signs.  You who hear my 

words and believe in him who sent me – you may live as Sons forever, 

for, as Enoch has said, the Son of Man is given power to judge now as 

149



 

 

well as later.  Though the Prushim judge in accordance with their 

Law, if you believe that my words are from the Father and 

you hear them, their Law will never judge you, for I have the 

power of judgment, as my Father has given me.  Believe in me and in 

the Father who sent me, and you, like Enoch of old, will walk with 

angels, judge with righteousness, do greater works than I, and never 

die.  Now I ask you all, do you believe in the Son of Man?  Do you?” 

   By this time the men and women within hearing are so 

dumbfounded and saturated in the Shekinah radiance of Yahweh that 

they’re unable to say even a word.  Some have fallen to the 

floor.  Some weep. As they glory in the presence of the Holy Spirit, 

some think, “Where did Yahshua get this?  Could he be the Anointed 

One?”  Others think, “Yes, I believe.  I BELIEVE!” 

   And now my reader friend, “What do you think?”  “What do you 

think?” (Nod.) Amein.  
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“Give It a Rest, Boy!” 

John 5:16.  And this was why the Jews persecuted Jesus, because 
he [healed a man] on the Sabbath.  17.  But Yahshua answered 
them, "My Father is working still, and I am working."  18.  This 
was why the Jews sought all the more to kill him, because he not 
only broke the Sabbath but also called Elohim his own Father, 
making himself equal with Elohim.   
   19.  Yahshua said to them, "Amein, amein, I say to you, the Son 
can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the 
Father doing; for whatever he does, that the Son does likewise.  
20.  For the Father loves the Son, and shows him all that he 
himself is doing; and greater works than these will he show him, 
that you may marvel.  21.  For as the Father raises the dead and 
gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.   
   22.  The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to 
the Son, 23.  that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the 
Father.  He who does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father who sent him. 24.  Amein, amein, I say to you, he who 
hears my word and believes him who sent me, has eternal life; 
he does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to 
life.   

 

In this essay I’m going share a very rare tale of Yahshua at the age of 

three in Netzeret, and a showdown in the synagogue that fomented 

at that time.  

   You might remember, back at the house of Ya’aqov (James) in the 

Essene quarter, we had Bukiah there, who was a follower of Enoch, 

seventh from Adam, and his concern about Yahshua was,  “I don’t 

understand this teaching: ‘My Father is working still, and I am 

working.’” So, when we go back this time, we’re going to learn what 

that means. 

   Anyway, John 5:18 goes on to speak of this particular saying that 

this was why the Judeans sought all the more to kill Him, because He 
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not only broke the Sabbath, but also called Elohim His own Father, 

making Himself equal with Elohim. Yahshua said to them,  

“Truly, truly I say to you that the Son can do nothing of His own 
accord, but only what He sees the Father doing. Whatever He 
does, that the Son does likewise.” 
 

   Now we’re in Netzeret at the house of Yosef and Maryah and their 

sons, Ya’aqov, Yahudah, the three-year-old Yahshua, and their 

daughter, Yochana. This has been a day of preparation. Food has 

been cooked, water brought, work concluded, for now it’s nearly 

sundown, the beginning of the seventh day, the Sabbath day of 

Yahweh, a day reserved for rest, prayer, and for remembrance that 

the Elohim of Israel created the world and all that is in it in six days, 

then on the seventh He rested and commanded all creation to rest in 

Him on that day henceforth and forever. 

   The Sabbath lamps are ignited. The family gathers around them 

now. There is an attitude of prayer as Maryah recites the Sabbath 

blessing, “You are blessed, O Yahweh, King of the universe, who has 

given us your commandment to bid us light the Sabbath lamps.” 

Yosef in turn blesses the Almighty, “You are blessed, O Yahweh, King 

of the universe, who has given us this bread to eat, this wine to drink, 

fruit of the earth of the vine and the work of our hands. The boys and 

their sister pray, “Amein,” which is to say, “You are blessed, O 

Yahweh. May your will be done on earth as in heaven.” 

   The lighting of the Sabbath lamps is the last work to be done for 

twenty-four hours. They’ll remain a light in the house all about until 

the Sabbath is finished at sundown the next evening.  Soon after, 

Maryah takes one of the Sabbath lamps and leads the child Yahshua 
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to bed, where they recite together the first prayer that any mother of 

her day teaches her child. “O Yahweh, into Your hands I do commit 

my spirit.” Yahshua will recite this prayer every day of His life before 

He retires, and this prayer will be the last upon His lips. 

   In the morning the family gathers for the bread and wine they 

blessed the night before, and after this breakfast, they all recline in 

anticipation as Yosef, a righteous man, prepares to teach his family 

the Sabbath lesson. Yosef greets his family, “Shabbat shalom, my 

lady!” Maryah replies, “Shabbat shalom, husband!” Yosef says, 

“Shabbat shalom, children!” And they reply, “Shabbat shalom, 

father!” Yosef says, “Let us all sing the Alef,” that is, Psalm 119:1-8: 

“M-m-m-m-m-m… I shall walk at liberty, for I have sought Your 

precepts…”  

   Yosef: “Blessed are the just in the way, who walk in the Law of 

Yahweh.” 

   Children: “Blessed are those keeping His testimonies, seeking Him 

with the whole heart.” 

   Yosef: “They do not work evil; they walk in His way.” 

   Children: “You have commanded Your precepts to be kept 

carefully.” 

   Yosef: “O that my ways were fixed to keep Your statutes.” 

   Children: “Then when I hear all Your commands, I will not be 

ashamed.” 

   Yosef: “For learning the judgment of Your righteousness, I will 

thank you with all my heart.” 

   Children: “Your statutes I will keep and You will never abandon me. 

Amein!” 
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   Now the evangelist Mattyah (Matthew) tells us that Yosef was a 

zaddik, a righteous man. That means he may have been connected 

with the Melchizedek priesthood at the time, and he certainly knew 

how to teach about the Sabbath. And now he is going to teach his 

family about the Sabbath – the same lesson he teaches every Sabbath 

morning. “On this Shabbat let us recall that a thousand years in the 

sight of Elohim are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in 

the night. Remember this, my family, for on the first day, Elohim 

created light and separated the light from darkness. He said that the 

light was good and called it day. Our ancestor Adamah had a good 

day in his time, until he transgressed the commandment of his 

Creator, ‘Do not eat of it. You will surely die!’ Adamah went from 

light to darkness in his disobedience, and he died. Let us keep the 

commandments of Yahweh and always live in the light!” 

   Children: “Amein!” 

   “On the second day, Elohim separated the waters by the sky, and 

thus created the sea and clouds.” 

   Children: “Amein!” 

   “Our ancestor Noah and his family were saved by the sea when 

Yahweh put the waters above the sky and those below back together 

for the first time. Noah was a righteous man who obeyed the 

commandment of Yahweh to build a boat. Let us keep the 

commandments of Yahweh, and when the great calamity strikes, we 

shall also be saved.” 

   Children: “Amein!” 

   “On the third day, Yahweh created the dry ground and commanded 

it to be seeded and spring forth with all manner of herbs. Elohim 
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thought that was good! Our ancestor Abraham was promised that, if 

he would keep the commandments of Yahweh, his seed would burst 

forth in the earth like sand and in the sky like stars, and this, though 

he was a hundred years old!” 

   Children: “Amein!” 

   “We are here because Abraham was a righteous man who observed 

the covenant of Yahweh. Let us also observe this covenant, so that 

we might be preserved and gain an everlasting name!” 

   Children: “Amein!” 

   “On the fourth day, Elohim spoke and seven million lights shot out 

into the sky, and two great lights shot out to rule them and give us 

day and night.” 

   Children: “Amein!” 

   “The great light was like the Almighty and the lesser light like the 

Son of Man.” 

   Children: “Amein!” 

   “Our ancestor Dawid was the great king, and Nathan was the great 

prophet.” 

   Children: “Amein!” 

   “From them proceeded kings and prophets, most of which did not 

keep the commandments and were destroyed. But King Hezekiah 

and Amos the prophet obeyed. Thus through the mouth of Amos, 

Hezekiah was granted – how many years of life?” 

   Ya’aqov: “Fifteen!” 

   “Yea! Hoo-hoo, ho ho!  Let us also obey the commandments and 

hope that Eliyah might gather the children of Israel back to Dawid’s 

throne, that we might live in freedom and peace.” 
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   Children: “Amein!” 

   “On the fifth day, Elohim spoke and His words cast forth swarms of 

living creatures into the sky and upon the earth and under the water 

– everything that moves – even the sea monsters! Elohim thought it 

was good, and my children, we are living in the day that the Messiah 

of life will spring forth from the Word of Yahweh, bringing salvation 

in His wings to all. All things came to be through Him, for in His is 

life, and the life is the light of men. Now that’s why I named you, Son, 

Yahshua, Yahweh’s salvation. Ya’aqov, Yahudah, Yochana, and little 

Yahshua, all named after our Elohim, Yahweh, because you were 

born on the fifth day’s dawning.” 

   Children: “Amein!” 

   “You will all live to see Moshiach, the lifeline of Elohim! All my 

children: keep His commandments with your whole heart so that 

you might see light and have life.” 

   Children: “Amein!” 

   “On the sixth day, Elohim created men and women in His image and 

gave them the earth as a possession, all plants to eat and animals to 

rule, and He blesses them so that they might be holy in eating and 

fair in ruling. On the sixth day, in the future, who knows if men will 

honor the commandments of Moshiach’s Kingdom on earth as in 

heaven, who can know? But even now, the evil man rules the just, 

and the strong man bullies the meek, but let us keep the 

commandments, despite what the strong man will do, for we know 

One who is stronger than any man, yea, even to the destruction of all 

evil, should that be His choice.” 

   Children: “Amein!” 
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   “On the seventh day, after Elohim beheld all His workmanship, He 

rested and He made that day holy. It is a Shabbat of rest for Him, a 

sign for us that on the seventh day, all evil will be burned up, and all 

men and women, boys and girls, will rise to be judged. Those who 

have been good will live, but those who have been evil will be cast on 

the smoking trash heap of Ge Hinnom.  

   “So, as we rest on each seventh day, we relive Elohim’s creation 

and consider the commandments of Yahweh. We pray to keep them 

faithfully, so that, at the last day, we may take pleasure in our lively 

work and not be thrown on the smoking trash heap. When we 

observe the Shabbat, we become a sign to all to turn from their 

labors unto rest of Yahweh while there is still time.” 

   Children: “Oh, yes, father!” 

   “Before we go to the place we meet, let me ask you children if you 

have any questions about the Shabbat commandment, or anything 

else I’ve taught you today.” 

   “Yahudah has a question for you, father.  Last Shabbat you got mad 

at me because I set the trash on fire out back. What may we and what 

may we not do on the Shabbat?” 

   Yosef answers, “Son, on Shabbat there is a thing to do and a thing 

not to do. What we do is come together to bless our Father in heaven 

in prayer to teach and learn His instructions and commands. What 

He commands us not to do is the kind of work that we can do any 

other day. He commands us to rest, rest in Him. And what can be 

better than that?” 
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   Yahudah continued, “But father, Yahu and his daddy have to work 

for the Romans on the Shabbat. Will they be punished for doing work 

on the Sabbath that can be done other days?” 

   Yosef answers again, “No, son, they will not be punished. Yahu and 

his father are forced by their bosses to work on the seventh day, but 

I know they are praying to the Almighty One that they might be 

released to observe His Sabbath, and someday they will. Their 

prayers will be answered. You remember that the Romans put 

Yahshiel to work on Sabbath, but he prayed and Yahweh heard him. 

In three month’s time, the Romans released him, and we’ll see him a 

little later at the meeting.” 

   Now it’s Ya’aqov’s turn: “But father, praying and learning is not fun. 

If we can’t work on the Sabbath, what else may we do that’s fun?”  

   Yosef answers, “Ya’aqov! You are dedicated to be a priest for the 

rest of your life, yet as a boy, you think it is too much of a sacrifice to 

honor your Creator with one day a week, that day that He chooses? 

Well, there is plenty of fun you can have on the Sabbath. You may do 

all the good you want! Look and listen to the Almighty in heaven. All 

day long, you may do all He does and all He tells you to do, and that 

will keep you very busy in your rest. You will have fun.” 

   Yosef’s daughter, Yochana, is a smart cookie. “Avi, suppose me and 

my friend Shoshanna want to go off on a beach vacation on the 

Sabbath? We can pick another day for Shabbat, like the first day of 

the week, can’t we?” 

   Yosef answers, “Leave it to you, my tiny lily, to find a loophole. But 

I’m sorry, the Almighty has given us only the seventh day. You can’t 

pick your own. He rested on the seventh day and told us to observe 
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the seventh day forever. For us to pick our own day would be like … 

like Eve picking from the wrong tree and feeling justified in her 

disobedience. No, dear, let us always keep the seventh day holy. But 

our time is all run out, and we must go to meeting. Let us recite the 

Shema, then boys, you go get ready.”  

   So they all recite the blessing from Deuteronomy 6:4 to end their 

family devotion: “Shema, Yisrael, Yahweh Eloheinu, Yahweh echad. 

Baruch Shem kavod Malchuto le-olam-va-ed.” “Hear, Israel: Yahweh 

our Elohim, Yahweh alone is Yahweh. Blest be the Name of the 

glorious Kingdom forever and ever.” 

   Only Yosef and the two older boys, Ya’aqov and Yahudah go to 

Sabbath meeting. But in those days, the head of the house taught 

Scripture and the Scriptural lifestyle to the rest of the family. The 

women then had the duty of reinforcing Scriptural principals in the 

lives of their children while the men were off working. There was no 

children’s church at the meeting place. Children’s church was at 

home, and youth ministers were parents. Such is the Scriptural 

model for child and youth evangelism. 

   The meeting place is full, and the Yosef family is a little late, and 

they recline in the back. As the Holy Spirit would have it, the rabbi’s 

topic this Sabbath is the Sabbath, reinforcing and expanding what 

Yosef had so simply taught earlier! 

   This is the rabbi’s story. He takes the podium and he speaks to the 

congregation, “Shabbat shalom, brothers. Have a seat. Today is 

another opportunity to bless the Name of Yahweh, keep His fourth 

commandment, and learn more of His great love and favor. You are 

blessed to do no work on the Sabbath, my friends, for slaves and 
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Gentiles, they get no rest, working and worrying, sun to sun for 

authorities that malign and mistreat them. The rich who knows great 

leisure also get no rest either, because they work on the Sabbath 

worrying about their pleasures, treasures, and all their affairs. 

   “There were two brothers, one holy and one not. They came into a 

large inheritance, which they intended to invest for when they could 

no longer work. The righteous told the unrighteous, ‘Let us invest 

our money with the Temple, so that we may receive a fair profit. The 

Temple will benefit, and we can designate a certain percentage to the 

poor. We won’t have to worry about it at all.’ But the unrighteous 

brother rebuked him, saying, ‘Their rate is a fool’s rate, you simple 

boy! Damascus will pay very high interest on my money, having 

many funds and investments from which I may choose. Gold of Ophir 

one day, trading for the copper of Africa and higher gains the next. 

One day, races in Rome, the next shipping bonds for even higher 

gain. Do as you please, brother, but I will go to Damascus.’  

   “The holy brother tried to dissuade him. ‘Brother, there are 

untrustworthy men in Damascus. Your money will become unclean 

and help no one but you. What do you know of races in Rome? 

Nothing!’ So for the next twenty years, the righteous brother’s 

investment cost him no worries, for he knew the Temple would 

stand forever. But the unrighteous, he worked and worried 

constantly, studying pigs and sheep, copper mines, racing forms, 

trading his money for circus bonds, spices, wine, oil, cattle markets, 

exotic fabrics, pearls, unclean meats, the souls of men made slaves. 

   “He traded nearly every day for twenty years! On Shabbat, he 

worked to make even more money! He got way ahead of the game, 
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but paid the price of his soul, for, when the brothers could no longer 

work, they compared their investments. The righteous brother said, 

‘Now, my friend, I have tripled my inheritance. The Temple has given 

much to the poor on my behalf. I haven’t had a worry.’ But the 

unrighteous laughed and spat. ‘You simple fool! Through hard study, 

work, and worry, I’ve gained ten times that amount, and I’m going to 

Damascus to collect!’ 

   “The unrighteous brother went to Damascus for his fortune, 

thinking, ‘All my work and worry has paid greatly. Neither god nor 

man has stopped me!’ His agent in Damascus confirmed his great 

wealth. ‘Then let us settle up, so I might take my leisure,’ said the 

unrighteous man. The agent calculated, and then handed the man a 

small bag of coins. ‘What is this? What is this?’ The agent replied, ‘Sir, 

do you not remember that the terms clearly state that you pay a 

small fee every time you switch investments!’ Getting angry, this 

unrighteous brother replied, ‘Of course, of course. So what?’  

   “The agent continued, ‘And do you realize, friend, that over the last 

twenty years, you negotiated over three thousand trades? 

Subtracting the service charges, Roman and Syrian taxes, penalties 

and losses, well, all you have left is what’s in that small bag in your 

hand.’ The Damascus investment agent smiled broadly displaying a 

new row of solid gold teeth. The last words the unrighteous brother 

uttered before his heart stopped beating were, ‘After all that worry 

and work, work and worry, work and worry, worry and work—A-A-

A-A-A-A-A!’ Two angels then appeared, and one said, ‘Place this 

unrighteous brother on the burning ash heap. Nothing was sacred to 

him at all!’” 
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   Now the rabbi sees he has stepped on the toes of his more affluent 

members, so he’s quick to explain. “Brothers, can you see that there 

is a higher meaning to Sabbath than mere observance? To rest 

means not only to observe the holy days of the Almighty’s choosing. 

You must do that, because He hallowed it and commanded you to 

observe it for all generations. But Sabbath rest, in the highest sense 

means to invest all your valuables, your family, your cares, your 

possessions, your troubles, your problems, your challenges, your 

anatomies, your diseases, your worries, your bills, your hassles, your 

futures, your doubts, your dreams, your demons, your fears, and 

your unrighteous brothers, to let them rest as well as you, in the 

great depth of Yahweh’s love and ability. His manner of resting is to 

look back on all He’s accomplished, considering His creation a job 

well-done, then let it fly all by itself, until the labors of creation need 

to be taken up again. If He can make order from chaos and form a 

world from a void, then He can handle things for you all seven days 

of the week. Amein!” 

   Now it’s a quick walk from the meeting place to home, but Ya’aqov 

uses the time to argue with his father about the Sabbath. “How can I 

do what the Almighty wants me to do that’s fun, dad? To be honest 

with you, I’ve had all I can take of the Sabbath for one day.”   Yosef 

said to Ya’aqov, “Will you give it a rest, boy?” 

   No sooner do Yosef and the boys get into the house than Maryah 

and Yochana cry out to them, “We have a great surprise for you!” 

Maryah said, “While you were at meeting, husband, our youngest Son 

learned the commandments!” Even while she was speaking, Ya’aqov 

moved in a little close to his youngest brother, Yahshua.  Maryah 
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continues, “Now Yahshua, tell your big brother, Ya’aqov, about the 

Sabbath. Now … now go ahead.” 

   At three years of age, Yahshua stutters a bit, then He recites, 

“Wemembaw da Sabba day and kee it howy.  Sis days you do aw 

wook, but the seven day is da Sabba for Yahweh Elohee, fo in sees 

days, Yahweh made da heben an da seas and da skies, but da Sabba 

day he rested.  Dat’s why Yahweh bless the Sabba day an made it 

howy.” 
[“Remember the Sabbath day, and keep holy. Six days you do all work, but the 

seventh day is the Sabbath for Yahweh Elohim, for in six days, Yahweh made 

the heavens [and the seas and skies], but the Sabbath day He rested. That’s 

why Yahweh blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”] 

The girls applaud, and Yosef, Ya’aqov and Yahudah beam and 

chuckle with joy. But Ya’aqov, the oldest brother, imitates his father 

as he makes this request to his baby Brother Yahshua: “Will you give 

it a rest, Boy?”  
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The Old People-beater: What is the “New Birth”? 

John 3:1 There was one of the Prush called Nicodemus, a leader 
of the Jews, 2. who came to Yahshua by night and said, “Rabbi, 
we know that you have come from Elohim as a teacher; for no 
one could perform the signs that you do unless Elohim were 
with him.” 3. Yahshua answered: “In all truth I tell you, no one 
can see the Kingdom without being born from above.” 
  4. Nicodemus said, “How can anyone who is already old be 
born? Is it possible to go back into the womb again and be 
born?” 5. Yahshua replied: “In all truth I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of Elohim without being born through water 
and spirit; 6. what is born of flesh is flesh; what is born of the 
spirit is spirit. 7. Do not be surprised when I say: You must be 
born from above.” 
 

Galatians 5:16. Walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires 
of the flesh.  17.  For the desires of the flesh are against the 
Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh; for 
these are opposed to each other.  … 19.  Now the works of the 
flesh are plain: fornication, impurity, licentiousness,  
20. idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, 
dissension, party spirit,  21. envy, drunkenness, carousing, and 
the like.  I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do 
such things shall not inherit the Kingdom.  
   22.  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23.  gentleness, self-control; 
against such there is no law.  24.  And those who belong to 
Messiah Yahshua have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires.  25.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 
Spirit.   

  

Yahshua Is the Kingdom 

   Yahshua is in Jerusalem for the Passover, that special day given in 

remembrance of how Israel was SAVED from the wrath of the 

Almighty by the blood of lambs (Exodus 12).  The Passover from the 

distant past sets the stage for today’s good news – that the human 
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soul may likewise be rescued when the angel of death – passes by.  

Herein is the key to the door of the unseen Kingdom and the 

solution to the crisis of death.  Herein is the means by which Yahweh 

saves from the wrath to come; and how one might enter into so great 

a salvation!  I’m speaking of the NEW BIRTH!  O, if we could but 

understand it!  Better, if we could but experience it. 

   One of the truths of Salvation History is found within the name 

Yosef gave his son – Yahshua.  He, like his name, never changes 

(Hebrews 13:8).  The reason His is such an important name is 

because it’s the only name by which we may be saved (Psalms 106:8, 

Acts 4:21, Romans 10:13). Yahshua, in the language of Heaven, 

means “Yahweh’s Salvation.”  When we hear that name, we shouldn’t 

be crazed, but calmed.  Calmed and glad it belongs to us.  

  

Intruders!  

    Yahweh’s Salvation, the man, is camped on Mt. Olive outside 

Jerusalem.  It’s dark as pitch – the gloom is only overcome by the 

brightness of his fire.  Night’s silence is broken when the talmidim 

hear men approaching then see them step out of the din into the 

campfire’s flicker.  These intruders are very dangerous – bodyguards 

of an important potentate who stands behind them. 

   Shimon Zealotes, one of the talmidim, draws his sword to protect 

the Master, but he’s too late, for the armed party is upon them, and 

the sword is quickly pressed upon Shimon’s throat.  From the midst 

of angry faces, the uniformed “leader of the Jews,” Nicodemus, steps 

out. 

166



   Nicodemus is well-known and feared.  He’s an enforcer for the 

Prushim (Pharisee) Political Party (the PPP), a fanatic for inflicting 

religious tradition, prepared to strike down any variance.  Now, the 

talmidim see Nicodemus close-up for the first time – in the stylishly 

luxurious white linen gown of the affluent – with the long, gray beard 

and the high, wound turban of the mighty, with plenty of the golden 

ornaments of the rich: gold braid, chain and coin cascading about the 

blue-trimmed toga.  Nicodemus looks far more heavenly than the 

whitewashed tomb full of devils that he is.  (For it’s as the Master 

said of his kind, “You are of your father the devil, and the lusts of 

your father you will do” - John 8:44.) 

  

The Meaning in Names 

   Names are so important in the Bible; they drop clues as to the inner 

identities of their namesakes.  A study of Bible names reveals a great 

deal about the souls of Bible people.  Just as Yahshua means 

Yahweh’s Salvation, Nicodemus means, “people-beater.”  Nicodemus 

wears the name well, so long as his henchmen stay close by.  The 

talmidim know that People-beater would gladly beat them all with 

one word of command, so they listen closely. 

  

The Kingdom in a Man 

    Nicodemus slides unctuously into his interrogation – with a veiled 

compliment. “We know,” he says (without ever saying who we are), 

“that you are a righteous teacher because of the signs you perform.”  

There’s silence.  The talmidim cower in fear as they observe their 

master’s failure to thank this malevolent dictator for his verbal 
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tidbit.  Yahshua doesn’t even offer him a little cookie in return – only 

an immediate challenge.  “How would you know from which 

Kingdom I AM?  Unless you’ve been born from above, you can’t even 

see my Kingdom.” 

   When Yahshua says, “my Kingdom1,” he’s not meaning that place to 

which religious folks think they’ll be raptured.  No.  He’s talking 

about himself.  Yahshua is the Kingdom in the flesh.  Nicodemus 

stands right before the Kingdom, looking right at it, yet Nicodemus 

can’t see the Kingdom, because he hasn’t eyes to behold Yahshua for 

who and what he is.  No matter how religious he looks, no matter 

how loudly he boasts, no matter the length of his tzit-tzim, People-

beater is blind to the Truth who stands before him.  

   However, those talmidim – just getting started in religious studies – 

have their eyes open to the Kingdom.  They can see the Kingdom in 

their Master just fine; for only those born from above can see 

a Kingdom in a man.  The talmidim exercise new spiritual eyes; new 

spiritual realities and truths break in upon their visual cortices.  But 

People-beater has no such eyes.  His religion shows him only 

violence, suspicion, submission and criticism.  

   Our religious trappings and pious righteousness mean little or 

nothing without our first experiencing the New Birth; that is, 

being born from above.  Before that, religious presumptions, cackling 

in the choir, $3 in the offering plate – all are plug-nickel worthless – 

like the gold goodies hanging off the devil’s turban – just 

presumptuous abominations – designed to impress other religious 

hobbyists like ourselves.  Learn what this means instead: You must 

be born from above! 
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Born New 

   Out iof what might have been religious curiosity, People-

beater kinda wanted to learn. “What do you mean by ‘born from 

above’?” he demands.  Even a bad windbag can blow out a good 

question on occasion.  The original words behind ‘born from above’ 

are ambiguous.  The Bible language has gennēthē anōthen 

().   means born.  But  means three 

different things.  It means anew, above and again.  Nicodemus 

wonders which of these adverbs are meant – must a man be born 

again, born anew or born above?  Of course, Nicodemus knows this 

term already – he’d used it himself when baptizing converts into his 

cult – he knows what he means when he says it.2  But what did 

this heretic, Yahshua the Nazorean, mean by ?  

   And even more puzzling is how such a rebirthing experience could 

possibly come to pass.  “Oy vay, Rabbi: and just how is it a man can 

climb in and out of the womb a second time? Ha Ha! {cough}”  His 

goons laugh.  Shimon Kefa also snickers.  Yahshua glares at Kefa, and 

he stops.  Of course, the wise Believer knows that the New Birth 

refers to all three possibilities at once: You must be born anew, born 

again, born from above.  Three in one. 

  

What Does He Mean by ? 

   But HOW does one become reborn in such a flamboyant manner?  

The answer consists in the only hope you and I have of gaining the 

fullness of the Kingdom that our Master represents.  For nothing has 

changed; like the Master himself, the Kingdom Way is from 
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everlasting to everlasting, the same yesterday, today and forever.  

Friends, are we not part of forever?   We too must be born again, 

anew, from above.  

   But how?  Yahshua takes the question of the “great teacher of 

Israel” seriously, and gives him a little hint of an answer.  He says, 

“You have to be reborn two ways to see and enter the Kingdom.  (1) 

By water and (2) by spirit.”  The people-beater Nicodemus had been 

born a million times of water, for it was the practice of the adherents 

of his cult to baptize themselves just about every day in cold water.  

Yet his baptism never led to anything beyond drip dry self-

righteousness and cusséd meanness. 

  

Born of Water 

   So many religious groups deny a plain reading of the Good News 

and put their own spin on births of “water” and “spirit.”  Let’s set our 

understanding aright.  Some say that born of water means baptism.  

John Wesley taught this; yet Wesley also said that baptism could 

never suffice if one desired in her heart to see the Kingdom.  There 

are a lot of baptized believers that show no spiritual fruit at all; and 

many baptized believers are meaner than Tasmanian devils.  

   Both “Yahshua” and Wesley concur that you may know the ones 

who see the Kingdom – by their fruits.  “Bear fruits meet for 

repentance!” we’re commanded.  Road apples don’t grow on pear 

trees.  Pears don’t grow on a poison oak.  Us non-technical people 

know the name of the tree because we know the name of the fruit (or 

the poison).  
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   Names are important!  Did you know that you may have a new 

name written down in glory?  That new name will most certainly 

have a new meaning, based on the fruit you bear out of love.  Is your 

new name more likely People-beater or People-healer?  This type of 

honest introspection would be worthwhile for our soul’s health. 

  

Born of Spirit 

   Yahshua also said you must be born of spirit to enter into the 

Kingdom.  Some say when a person is born of spirit, the Holy Spirit 

comes in and takes up residence in the human spirit.  I know you’ve 

heard that – but let me suggest that such a notion is impossible.  

Here’s why: The Holy Spirit is, like his title, is qadosh – holy – set-

apart.  Holy means “set apart.” 

   The Holy Spirit is Yahweh, the Almighty One, the Heavenly Father; 

the same to whom the great elders and saints bow and cry, “Qadosh, 

qadosh, qadosh: Holy, holy, holy – his esteem fills the whole earth” 

(Isaiah 6:3).  Yahweh doesn’t break off into pieces – the Spirit isn’t 

some piece of a triune godhead as the Baptists say.  The Spirit is 

Yahweh, not a splinter group. 

   We overestimate the free grace of the Holy Spirit if we think that 

He who is set-apart can mix it up in the foul foment found within an 

unrepentant sinner’s heart.  No; the heart must first be cleansed and 

circumcised.  (“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and 

ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit,” so preached the first martyr, 

Stephen.  His text? Deuteronomy 10:16, 30:6, Jeremiah 4:4.) They 

say, “Home is where the heart is,” but what seems to be more 
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realistic is “the heart is where the home is.”  If we live where the 

Heavenly Father is excluded, what must we say of our hearts? 

   Some won’t allow a man of Elohim into the house, much less the 

Holy Spirit into the heart.  Believe me; I know this to be true from 

experience.  And the Spirit doesn’t want to dwell in a cramped, 

smelly place anyway.  Let’s allow Yahshua to express his own 

ideas about what he means when he says, “You must be born from 

above of spirit.” 

   We have to go back to the original language again: the word for 

“spirit” isn’t capitalized, as it is in your Bible.  Yahshua isn’t even 

talking about the Holy Spirit when he says “you must be born of 

spirit to enter.”  He’s talking about something much more 

fundamental to human existence than the Holy Spirit.  

   John Wesley takes us clear back to Adam to help us understand the 

New Birth of the spirit.  Here’s what he says in his famous sermon, 

“The New Birth”:  

In Adam all died, all human kind, all the children of men who 
were then in Adam’s loins. The natural consequence of this is 
that every one descended from him comes into the world 
spiritually dead, dead to Elohim, wholly dead in sin; entirely 
void of the life of Elohim; void of the image of Elohim, without 
all that righteousness and holiness wherein Adam was created. 
Instead of this, every man born into the world now bears (a 
much less dignified image): that of the devil in pride and self-
will; the image of the beast speaking of an animal, in sensual 
appetites and desires.4  So Adam lost both the knowledge and 
the love of Elohim, without which the image of Elohim could not 
subsist. Of this, therefore, Adam was deprived of the image of 
Elohim … and became unholy as well as unhappy.5 

  

The New Birth / The New Man 
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   What this latter-day Apostle is saying is this: When a person relents 

against and renounces the devil, and pleads with the Savior for 

forgiveness with the promise of obedience thenceforth, and then is 

diligent in all that’s given him to do by true apostles – he then 

becomes a candidate for the birth from above, by, and of spirit.  

  Then, when such a talmid (student) is granted the New Birth, his 

heart is cut open by the two-edged scalpel of the Word (Hebrews 

4:12), and a new and right spirit is embedded in that beating flesh 

(Psalms 51:10), the incision is sealed with the covenant (Isaiah 

8:16), and the image of Elohim begins to enlighten (2 Corinthians 

4:4) and cleanse every silly little millimeter of his body through the 

nourishing of sacred Blood (1 John 1:7).  That which was ripped so 

violently away from Adam and Eve when they rebelled – that Divine 

Image and Name – is replaced through the New Birth from Above.  A 

new child of Yahshua grows forth from that newborn-spirit/heart-

seed in due time.  

   Nourish that seedling with compost, and the NEW MAN arises from 

the organic soup.  

“And he will be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
brings forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also will not wither; 
and whatever he does will prosper.” 
 

   Have you ever been concerned because your children are 

wayward?  They need to be born anew.  And how about those who 

harass you on account of your faith?  They must be born again, for 

“Those wicked are … like chaff which the wind drives away.”  
(Psalms 1:3,4) 

  
The Spiritually Dead 
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   As for this chaff: Yahshua taught that spiritually dead men and 

women can never be complete without being Born Anew of the Spirit 

from Above.  Yet millions here and about are walking zombies –

 beasts enfleshed as humans, spiritless, dead inside, spiritually dead.  

   Listen: There’s a grave danger in remaining spiritually dead.  

Yahshua warns us that when an evil spirit (a devil), wandering this 

earth, finds an opening,  

“he goes in and brings with him seven other spirits more evil 
than himself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of 
that man is worse than the first” (Matthew 12:45).   
 

There’s always some foul spirit available to fill the void, like anger or 

hatred, like perversity or murder, like witchcraft or control, or the 

spirit of Antichrist. 

   You don’t believe in that?  No such thing as demons or personal 

evil?  I wonder, my friend, what world you’re living in!  You’d better 

look around.  “As Cardinal Newman observed, all you need to do is 

look around and see that something is dreadfully wrong with the 

human race.”6 

   Can you now understand why Yahshua is so assertive with the 

people-beater Nicodemus about this concept?  Can you see how evil 

appropriates the minds of the spiritually dead to bring forth chaos 

and destruction on the planet?  And can you see that the New Birth is 

the only hope that humankind has for peace, preservation and 

prosperity?  Of course you can.  

  

You Must Be Born Again 
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   My friend, you must be born again!  You must.  And if you have even 

a skin of a doubt about it, you’d best turn your mind around and get 

back on the narrow way that leads to rescue.  Does anybody feel 

convicted?  Does anyone feel wickedness stirring up their insides?  

Or how about a need to come to Yahshua?  Do I need to drag you to 

an altar rail?  Well, I’m not going to any such thing.  If you want to 

publicly come forth for prayer and then be gossiped about for the 

next three months, that’s your business.  In my opinion, an altar call 

or a sinners’ prayer is insufficient for your desperate need, though 

they may be a good start.  If I’m talking to you now, you need to go 

home and make space for Yahshua to do heart surgery in your own 

event-filled house.  

   

Yahshua a Schneider (A Cutter) 

   This kind of preaching cut the people-beater Nicodemus to the 

heart:  “You’re the Teacher of Israel and you don’t even know what it 

means to be born again?”  It’s one thing not to sport with the name of 

your heavenly Father or to make that holy name a matter of 

reproach – but it’s quite another to reject the Creating Spirit and his 

wonderful transforming power.  

   Every person has a choice of what to believe ~then~ what to do 

with that belief.  Even a person as far gone as the old People-beater 

had a choice to believe, to make time for, and to seek out the New 

Birth, or – to reject it along with its Master.  If you know the rest of 

the story about the people-beater, then you know that he made his 

choice. 
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   But I’m not so concerned about his choice, except as it illustrates 

that nobody’s too far gone to make a new start – not even you; you, 

who’ve missed the mark a million times.  But your new start begins 

with your new choice – nobody can choose for you – you’re on your 

own.  If you choose rightly, your new Roadway to New Life begins 

with New Birth.  

   Yes, I’m concerned about YOU!  This Assembly.  The future of this 

town.  Why in the world would I be here if I wasn’t?  So, 

if we’re going to succeed in New Life together, then WE MUST BE 

BORN ANEW and thus cast off the works of the flesh – strife, 

jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit, envy and the 

rest; and grow to be seen sprouting instead charity, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, and self-control.  Listen to me.  Your heart 

and your home needs to be opened up – you must be born anew, 

again, from above.  Have you any room?  Go home and make room. 

 

Prayer of Manasseh 

   The following is an ancient prayer, purportedly that of the evil king 

Manasseh, upon his realization of his great and nearly unforgivable 

sins against his people and his Elohim.  It is a great model for us to 

recite in those time when we are seriously considering the need for 

Yahweh’s favor. 

 
    1 O Yahweh Almighty, El of our ancestors, of Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob and of their righteous offspring; 2 you who 
made heaven and earth with all their order; 3 who shackled the 
sea by your word of command, who confined the deep and 
sealed it with your terrible and glorious name; 4 at whom all 
things shudder, and tremble before your power, 5 for your 
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glorious splendor cannot be borne, and the wrath of your threat 
to sinners is unendurable; 6 yet immeasurable and 
unsearchable is your promised mercy, 7 for you are Yahweh 
Most High, of great compassion, long-suffering, and very 
merciful, and you relent at human suffering.  
   O Yahweh, according to your great goodness you have 
promised repentance and forgiveness to those who have sinned 
against you, and in the multitude of your mercies you have 
appointed repentance for sinners, so that they may be saved.  8 
Therefore you, O Yahweh, El of the righteous, have not 
appointed repentance for the righteous, for Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob, who did not sin against you, but you have appointed 
repentance for me, who am a sinner. 
    9 For the sins I have committed are more in number than the 
sand of the sea; my transgressions are multiplied, O Yahweh, 
they are multiplied! I am not worthy to look up and see the 
height of heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities.  10 I 
am weighted down with many an iron fetter, so that I am 
rejected because of my sins, and I have no relief; for I have 
provoked your wrath and have done what is evil in your sight, 
setting up abominations and multiplying offenses. 
   11 And now I bend the knee of my heart, imploring you for 
your kindness.  12 I have sinned, O Yahweh, I have sinned, and I 
acknowledge my transgressions. 13 I earnestly implore you, 
forgive me, O Yahweh, forgive me! Do not destroy me with my 
transgressions! Do not be angry with me forever or store up evil 
for me; do not condemn me to the depths of the earth.  For you, 
O Yahweh, are the El of those who repent, 14 and in me you will 
manifest your goodness; for, unworthy as I am, you will save me 
according to your great mercy, 15 and I will praise you 
continually all the days of my life. For all the host of heaven 
sings your praise, and yours is fame forever. Amein. 

 
1 John 18:36, to Pilate, “My Kingdom is not of this world.” 
2 Wesley, The New Birth II.3: The expression, “being born again,” was not 
first used by our Master in his conversation with Nicodemus: It was well 
known before that time, and was in common use among the Jews when our 
Saviour appeared among them. When an adult Heathen was convinced that 
the Jewish religion was of Elohim, and desired to join therein, it was the 
custom to baptize him first, before he was admitted to circumcision. And 
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when he was baptized, he was said to be born again; by which they meant, 
that he who was before a child of the devil was now adopted into the family 
of Elohim, and accounted one of his children. This expression, therefore, 
which Nicodemus, being “a Teacher in Israel,” ought to have understood 
well, our Master uses in conversing with him; only in a stronger sense than 
he was accustomed to. And this might be the reason of his asking, “How can 
these things be?” They cannot be literally: - A man cannot “enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb, and be born:” - But they may spiritually: A 
man may be born from above, born of Elohim, born of the Spirit, in a 
manner which bears a very near analogy to the natural birth. 
3 Qodesh / qadosh: Dear Al, I looked through the places where we 
find qodesh and qadosh, and found that qadosh is used mostly as a predicate 
adjective.  The notable exception is the common phrase “holy place.”  You 
also find once “holy people” and several times “the holy one.” The construct 
state is frequently used in an attributive fashion, so I am not sure if there is 
any real difference in meaning.  Lee R. Martin 
4 Ibid., I.4. 
5 Ibid., I.2. 
6 Francis MacNutt, The Nearly Perfect Crime: How the Church Almost Killed 
the Ministry of Healing, p. 28. 
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Scarlet at the Well 

John 4:1-32 my own literal translation, Hebraic.  1 So when the 
Master knew that the Prushim (Pharisees) heard that the 
Yahshua makes and dunks more students that Yochanan 2 
(though Yahshua himself dunked not, but his students dunked), 
3 he left Yahuda1 and went away again into the Galil.  And it was 
necessary for him2 to go through: through the Shomron3. 
   5 So he goes to a city of the Shomronites called Shekhem4, 
close to the place that Ya’aqov gave to his son Yosef5. 6 And 
Ya’aqov’s fountain6 was there.  So Yahshua, having become tired 
from the trip, sat at the fountain then – about the sixth hour. 
   7 A woman of Shomron comes to draw water.  Yahshua says to 
her, Give me some to drink; 8 for his students had gone away 
into the city that they might buy rations7.  9 So the Shomronite 
woman says to him, How is it that you being a Yahudahite, asks 
of me, a Shomronite woman, to drink?  (For Yahudaites do not 
get together with Shomronites.) 
   10 Yahshua answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of 
the Almighty and who is telling you, Give me something to drink, 
you would have asked him, and he would have given you a living 
water. 11 She says to him, Master, you have no bucket and the 
well8 is deep.  Where do you have the living water?  12 You are 
not greater than our father Ya’aqov who gave us the well and 
drank of it himself … and his sons … and his beasts9! 
   13 Yahshua answered and said to her, Everyone drinking this 
water will get thirsty10 again.  14 But whoever drinks the water I 
will give him – it will become in him a water fountain springing 
up to ageless life11. 
   15 The woman says to him, Master, give me this water so that I 
will not be thirsty nor have to come through here to draw. 16 He 
says to her, Go call that man of yours and come back here.  17 
The woman answered and said, A man I have not. Yahshua says 
to her, It is good that you said, A man I have not.  For you have 
had 18 five men, and now the one you have is not your man! 
This you have spoken truly! 
   19 The woman says to him, Master, I sense you are a prophet.  
20 Our ancestors worshipped in this mountain, but you say that 
in Yerushalayim is the place where it is required to worship. 21 
Yahshua says to her, Believe me, woman, that an hour is coming 
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when neither in this mountain nor in Yerushalayim will you all 
worship the Father. 22 You all worship what you know not.  We 
worship what we know so that the salvation12 is from the 
Yahudaïm. 
   23 However, the hour comes and now is when the true 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father seeks this kind worshiping13 him. 

  

Prayer of Illumination 

Jeremiah 7:21ff  Father, your words were found and I ate them.  
They became a joy and the delight of my heart.  Now I am called 
by your name, O Yahweh Sabaoth, Commander of Armies.   
Psalms 85:11ff  Truth will spring out of the earth; and 
righteousness will look down from heaven.  Righteousness  will 
go before him; and will set us in the way of his steps. 

 

Jacob’s and His Well 

   Once upon a time, three thousand, seven hundred years ago, there 

was a great patriarch named Ya’aqov ben Yitzak.  We know him 

today as Jacob.  He started off as a slave, working to buy the woman 

he loved from her father.  Her father was a depression-minded 

cheapskate, so the gullible Jacob ended up slaving fourteen years for 

the girl he loved and her sister, whom he didn’t.   

   Jacob finally took his share from the herds and became a rich 

Bedouin, had twelve sons and who knows how many daughters.  He 

got into a wrestling match with the angel of Yahweh and won 

(Genesis 32:28).  Yahweh changed his name from Jacob to Isra-el, 

which means, “El-beater.”   

   After Jacob had done all he could do, he went to live in the hill 

country of a place known as Philistine (Palestine).  There he dug a 

well in the village of Sychar (Schechem / Askar) that’s still used to 
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draw water today.  The whole land of Philistine later became known 

by his new name - Israel - when his descendants beat the native 

peoples in warfare. 

  

The Making of Samaria 

   Then, under several judges and the three kings (Saul, David and 

Solomon), the descendants or ‘tribes’ of the twelve sons of Jacob 

lived united as Israelites.  After the death of King Solomon, there was 

a falling out between these tribes over taxes.  Israel split into north 

and south, with the southern tribes taking the name of Judea.  

Greater Israel became two countries under two dynasties.   

  To the south was Judea, under King Solomon’s son Rehoboam, 

which kept the capital city of Jerusalem, and continued in the 

traditional worship of Yahweh in the Temple.  Up north, Jeroboam, 

the new king of Israel, in order to keep his people from worshipping 

in Jerusalem, built a rival temple on Mount Gerizim just a short 

distance from Jacob’s well there in Sychar.  Jeroboam set up a gold 

statue of a calf for his people to worship (1 Kings 12:28-29).  He 

tested the Almighty’s mercy by insisting that the calf was Yahweh, 

thus breaking the first three commandments and ordering the 

people to follow him in his folly. 

   After giving Israel plenty of time to repent of idolizing the calf, and 

sending plenty of prophets to warn of impending doom, Yahweh 

finally sent a succession of brutal conquerors – Chaldeans then 

Persians then Syrians – to devastate and depopulate the northern 

Kingdom of Israel.  The Syrians then repopulated Israel with 

ethnically-mixed people to assure there’d never be unity in Israel 
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again.  Israel thus became known as Shomron (Samaria), or ‘Watch 

Mountain,’ so-named after the pagan temple on Mount Gerizim that 

King Jeroboam set up generations before. 

  

The Lost Tribes 

   The Israelites were resettled in the Far East (in Bactria, i.e. 

Afghanistan).  These ‘lost tribes of Israel’ migrated far north, to 

what’s now known as Russia, then far west.  In thirty-seven hundred 

years, the ‘lost tribes’ became large nations in what we now know as 

Continental Europe, Scandinavia (Isaac’s Land) and Great Britain 

(Covenant Land).  The name “England” means “the Land of the Calf,” 

the golden calf, that is; and England’s version of Uncle Sam is John 

Bull.  “America,” the child of Western Europe, means the land of 

Machir,14 the son of Manasseh, the son of Joseph, the son of Jacob.  

The lost Tribes are lost no more.  We are them. 

  

Israel Is Divided Into Three Parts 

  By Yahshua’s time, greater Israel was divided into three provinces.  

Judea, in the south, had Jerusalem as capital.  Judea was populated by 

Jews then and now.  Samaria was north of Judea; as we mentioned, 

the capital was Sychar aka Shechem.  Samaria was populated by 

mixed peoples who worshipped Yahweh, but retained old traditions 

originating with Jeroboam’s calf worship.  Galilee was yet north of 

Samaria.  This was where Yahshua’s headquarters was located.  

Galilee’s capital was Sepphorus, of which Nazareth was a suburb.  

Jews made up about a third of the population in Galilee in the first 

century. 
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Noon at Jacob’s Well 

   Jews of both Judea and Galilee considered Samaria, sandwiched in 

between them, so unholy a place with such inferior, mixed-blood 

people that they wouldn’t step foot there for fear of being defiled.  

Today we call that attitude racism.  When Galileans traveled to 

Jerusalem for the holy days, they went clean around Samaria.  But 

today we find some men traveling from Jerusalem to Galilee right 

through Samaria: Yahshua and the gang.  Now that you know the 

history, you can see how these men, dressed in the white linen of 

Essene talmidim, might seem very out of place at Jacob’s well in the 

middle of Samaria.  

   And it’s noon; and over a hundred degrees.  Yahshua sits down on 

the land of his ancestor to rest, sending his disciples to find vittles.  A 

woman pops out of the brush to draw water.  Now two things are 

unusual – the Jew at the well and the woman coming at noon.  The 

other women drew water in the morning or after sunset.  Noon was 

far too hot for that kind of heavy work.  This woman was evidently 

an outcast – a Scarlet Woman; a Scarlet Woman and a Nazorean 

Teacher sharing the heat of Jacob’s well in the middle of Samaria – a 

very unlikely pair. 

  

Gimme a Drink 

    Scarlet knows by his clothes that this holy man despises her; that 

he’s going to abuse her or insult her.  “Woman, gimme a drink!” says 

the Teacher in a rough, tired voice.  The woman says nothing; she’s 

scared.  Jews and Samaritans didn’t use the same facilities; they’d 
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never drink from a common bucket.  Furthermore, many holy men 

thought it unclean to even look at a woman in public.  Today we call 

this sexism.  So as the lady whispers, fear and resentment choke her 

voice, “Since when does a Jew ask a drink of a Samaritan woman?”  

The Rabbi Yahshua softens and answers her in a riddle, “Lady, if you 

knew my family, you’d be asking me for a drink, and I’d give you 

running water.”  Yahshua was of the family of Ya’aqov (Jacob), who 

had dug the well. 

   Today in many third-world villages, wells still supply water.  These 

wells aren’t like the wells here; they’re open ditches full of thick 

brown, stagnant muck.  The ones I’ve seen had all kinds of stuff 

floating on top.  One time I heard a goat fell into a well and drowned, 

but the people still drew water – they had no alternative.  Running 

water from a spring is much safer and tastes better than well water, 

but it’s not always available.  Spring water isn’t stagnant.  When 

Yahshua says ‘living water,’ he means ‘running water,’ like from a 

river or tap. 

   Scarlet thinks Yahshua’s talking about the water moving in the 

deepest caverns of the well.  “Master, you don’t even have a bucket.  

How you gonna get any running water?”  Nowadays at Jacob’s well 

it’s 125 feet from the top just to the goop floating on the surface.  She 

continues, “You’re gonna need a long rope!  Who do you think you 

are, Jacob, whose flocks drank here and left this place to us?”   

   Indeed, Scarlet doesn’t know to whom she’s speaking.  Yahshua 

was a direct descendant of Jacob (Matthew 1:2).  According to 

inheritance, the well actually belonged to him!  When he came to 

Jacob’s well, he came to his own property – to his own fountain.   
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Pretty Dumb She Is 

    “Drinkin’ this mud’ll never quench your thirst, lady.  I’ve got 

running water, forever gushing up life!  Drink mine and, as El is my 

witness, you’ll never be thirsty again.”   Scarlet’s not used to abstract 

concepts or higher reasoning.  Her life is full of toil and coarse 

reality.  She’s just a poor, abused simpleton.  But she knows that a 

person has to drink water all the time to live.  She thinks one drink 

and that’s the end of this disdainful daily chore of carrying water.  

“Mister, I’ll take some of that water.  I’m not well enough to come 

back here again, tsk tsk.”   

   Scarlet seems as dumb as her bucket.  Yahshua tells her that, if she 

wants some of this premium water, she has to go get her man 

() and bring him over. The obvious here is that Yahshua wants 

to sell her miracle water, and for her to buy, she had to get her man, 

because the man had the money.  But Scarlet cries poor; maybe she 

can get something FREE out of the deal.  (Demurely:) “Master, I’m so 

poor and I’m not even married.  I have to do it all for myself.  

Nobody’s gonna help me, poor, poor Scarlet!” 

   Yahshua’s equally coy.  “Oh, so you haven’t a man!  You are poor!  

But you’ve already had five men; this guy now certainly ain’t one of 

them.”  You see, that’s why Scarlet drug herself out in the heat.  

Besides being simple, she was an outcast even among outcasts, a 

disgraceful sinner, even among her own kind.  Nobody would be 

seen with her.  Today we call this intolerance.  

   Yet Scarlet’s a survivor.  Without missing a beat, she changes the 

subject.  “Oh, so you’re a prophet of some kind. Let me see … I have a 
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religion question that’s been bothering me.”  Scarlet realizes the 

fundamental theological difference between Samaritan religion and 

that of the Jews.  And she just hasn’t seen many talkative Jews 

around.  

   Scarlet says, “Master Prophet, our bunch always worships up on 

that there Mount Gerizim, but your bunch says we have to worship 

on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem. Who’s right?”  This question goes 

clear back to King Jeroboam setting up the golden calf on Mount 

Gerizim seven hundred years earlier.  The ruins of the idolatrous 

temple could be plainly seen from where they were standing; in fact, 

Scarlet probably pointed them out.  We call that kind of idolatry 

tradition. 

  

Truth and True Worship 

   Yahshua’s answer to her question is completely unexpected – and 

unbelievable.  “Lady, in the first case, your bunch doesn’t know who 

to worship, period.  In the second case, my bunch knows who – and 

far too well.  In either case, salvation still springs up from the Jews.”   

   His answer was mold-breaking because, when he speaks of 

Salvation being from the Jews, he’s speaking of himself: he is 

Salvation – in fact, his name means “Salvation of Yahweh” – and he 

did spring from Judaism.  We like to forget that Yahshua was a 

practicing Jew and wore the white and blue linen robe of a master 

Essene, a Bible teacher.  And we forget that the Bible he taught had 

only one Testament – the Old!  He said plainly that “The New 

Testament is in my blood.”15  So when I call him Yahshua, it reminds 
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me that he is a worshipper of Father Yahweh, and was long before 

we made him our god.  

   “Lady, this’ll be hard for you to believe, but the time’s coming when 

no one’ll worship the Father either on your mountain or on mine.”  

Up on the hill, the Samaritan temple was already in ruins, and the 

Temple at Jerusalem would be likewise utterly destroyed in one 

short generation.   

  

Father is No Man! 

   “Lady, I’ve got more news for you!  The Father in Heaven is not a 

man.  He is neither flesh nor full of deceit like a man.  He’s not a racist 

or sexist or traditionalist or a bigamist, nor is he intolerant like a 

man.  The Father is a spiritual being, full of truth.  There’s not one bit 

of fleshliness about him.  We only call him ‘him’ for lack of a more 

accurate word.  Words can’t describe ‘him’ accurately.  If the Father 

is fully Spirit and fully Truth, then how can any bodily ritual, like 

sacrificing animals or making a pilgrimage to the top of that 

mountain there, possibly be considered true worship?  If worship 

isn’t true, then it’s false; and false worship is perpetrated by false 

worshipers.  The true will not stand for the false.” 

   “OH!” Scarlet pipes right up.  “I’m not sure I understand any of that, 

but I’m so glad to hear that Elohim’s not such a mean fellow after all, 

Sir!”  Yahshua replies, “That’s OK, lady.  Somebody will understand 

this somewhere, some day; for the time’s coming when true 

worshipers will again worship.  They’ll know how to properly 

worship the Father, with true spirituality.  I’ll teach them how; and if 
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they’ll submit to sound teaching, then they’ll understand it better by 

and by.”   

   Again, Scarlet says, “O yes, I do know about that.  Someday 

Messiah’s coming.  He’ll teach us all these things.  Is that right?”  

“Lady, look at me!  Do you see this man who’s before you, talking to 

you?  I – AM.”   

  

A Commercial 

   Now we interrupt this story for an important announcement.  Our 

Bible translations have Yahshua’s words as, “I that speak unto thee 

am he” in John 4:26, with the ‘he’ in italics.  That means that the 

word ‘he’ isn’t in the source language, but was put there to mudify 

the meaning.  The actual recorded words of Yahshua are,  

(ego eimi), I AM.  This is the English translation of the meaning of the 

sacred name, Yahweh: I AM, I WAS, I WILL BE.  Scarlet says to 

Yahshua, “Messiah will come and teach us.”  And he replies, “I AM.” 

  

Her Name and the Name of Your God 

    Throughout the John’s Good News, Yahshua reveals two things 

through signs: (1) his identity as Yahweh’s Anointed Messiah and (2) 

the sacred name of his Father, I AM, designating that Messiah is here!  

When the Scarlet Woman says the Messiah will come, Yahshua 

proclaims, “I AM.”  Throughout John, we read this over and over.  I 

AM the bread.  I AM the light.  I AM the door.  I AM the good 

shepherd, I AM come in my Father’s name.16  The fact that Yahshua 

proclaimed I AM over and over then is extremely significant for our 

188



 

 

times, since the only name by which we may be saved has been 

rediscovered in this present generation.   

   The Bible tells us that to know one’s name is to have that one’s 

power.  Yahshua has revealed the Father’s name and character to us 

so that we might have the same power as he – in spirit and truth.  

This woman, who was no theological genius, still could recognize her 

personal golden calves – and slay them.  Shouldn’t we do the same 

with our idols?  Yes we should.  For Yahshua prophesies that 

someday real worship may be spiritual and truthful, and that the 

Father’s name and identity would be restored.   

   This is that day! Will we not appropriate the blessing of the latter 

days? 

  

A Leaky, Nameless Evangelist 

    The I AM opened this woman’s eyes.  The spiritual blinders of her 

simplicity, poverty and ignorance fell right off at the revelation of the 

identity of the Son.  Scarlet was transformed immediately, in 

miraculous fashion, and she became living, running water.  And she 

went running, leaking water all the way back to Sychar, flooding the 

village with running water.  She didn’t care who saw her leaking or 

even that she’d left that old empty bucket behind.  The wellsprings of 

her eyes burst forth water – she was full to the brim with new 

knowledge and now, new life.   

   Yahshua became an instant sensation in Samaria on account of her 

testimony.  Yet what was “our Yahshua” doing, taking up residence 

with these despised people?  The village boss explains that question, 
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“We don’t have to believe he’s the Messiah just because she said so.  

Now we know the I AM for ourselves!” 

  

One Final Observation 

   One final observation:  In John chapter 3 (which we’ve seen 

earlier), Yahshua reveals truth to the great teacher of Israel, 

Nicodemus.  But Nicodemus is too saturated with rapacity and 

tradition to stretch his mind or heart and inch for the new, living and 

true approach to worship.  It seems natural for Yahshua to explain 

lofty truths to an educated, respected, ‘man of the cloth’ like 

Nicodemus.  Yet because what Yahshua taught him was beyond his 

limited experience, he could receive nothing.  He turned on his heels 

and stomped back to his mountain in the darkness. 

   In the next major incident, Yahshua reveals himself to a sinful 

woman of a despised minority.  The pitiful woman not only 

understood, but believed and received.  She got a bucketful and a 

new bucket to hold it all in.  She was forgiven and born anew.  She 

received a mission and purpose in life other than just slaving for 

things that don’t satisfy anyway.   

And Scarlet cried,  

“As Elohim Is My Witness,  

I’ll Never Be Thirsty Again!” 

    Examine yourself.  With whom will you stand – with the prideful 

minded Nicodemus, religious but unsurrendered?  Or with a simple 

woman who listened and capitulated to the good news?  The next 

time you gaze up at your golden calves half hidden in the rubble of a 

ruined hilltop shrine far above the stagnant cistern of dead religion, 
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consider this – the wellspring of living water is here if you will take 

some.  LIFE is here!  I AM is here. Get you a drink and never thirst 

again. 

  

Yahudah’s Benediction 

1. To him who is able to keep us from falling, 
2. and carry us into his esteemed presence, 
3. both faultless and joyful: to our sky-bound Father, 
4. through Yahshua the Anointed, our master, be fame, 
5. and majesty, might and authority, even 
6. from ages long past and from now and forever. 
7. Amein and amein. Hallelujah, amein. 

                                                             
1 Yahuda – Judea. 
2 it was necessary for him – edei auton. 
3 through: through the Shomron – there is an emphasis on Yahshua going 
through Samaria observed by the use of through twice.  The reason is found in 
verse 9. 
4 Shomronites called Shekhem – Samaritans called Shechem (or Sychar).  Called 
is legomenén. 
5 Ya’aqov gave to his son Yosef – Jacob (or James) gave to Joseph. 
6 fountain – pégé. 
7 rations – trophas, food. 
8 well – phrear. 
9 beasts – thremmata – sheep, goats, cattle, nurslings. 
10 dipsesei – will thirst. 
11 ageless life – zoén aiónion. 
12 salvation – that is, Yahshua himself.  Yahshua means Yahweh’s salvation.  
The Greek is sótéria. 
13 seeks this kind worshipping – toioutous (the like) zétei (he seeks) tous (the 
ones) proskuntoutas (worshipping). 
14 America, after Amerigo Vespucci, means “Land of Machir” – haMachiri, 
haMarycae, haMeruca.  Davidiy, The Tribes, 125. 
15 Luke 22:20, 1 Corinthians 11:25, KJV. 
16 John 5:43. 
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It Is So Good That We Are Here! 
The Transfiguration and The Apocalypse of Peter 

New Translation! Mark 9:2. After six days Yahshua takes Kefa 
and Ya’aqov and Yochanon along and leads them upward onto a 
high mountain by themselves only and he transformed in front 
of them.  3. His clothing came to be white, sparkling intensely, 
such that no cleaner on earth is able to so whiten. 4. Elias with 
Moshe appeared to them and they were talking with Yahshua. 
5.  Answering, Kefa says to Yahshua, Rabbi, it is good that we are 
here.  Let us to make three tents, one for you and one for Moshe 
and one for Elias. 6. for he knew not what he was answering, for 
they spoke [became] out of fear.  7.  And a cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice came out of the cloud: This is my son, the 
beloved.  Hear of him.  8. [Then] suddenly, as they looked about, 
they no longer saw anyone, only Yahshua with them. 

  

Moshe 

   Moshe lived around 1500 BC, or 3500 years ago.  He was an 

adopted prince of Egypt and could have been Pharaoh had Yahweh 

decreed that for him.  Rather, after he discovered his Hebrew roots, 

he killed someone and fled to the desert, never to return, so he 

thought.  He sojourned in the wasteland of the Sinai Peninsula for 

decades.  Climbing Mount Horeb, Moshe met the angel of Yahweh, 

who spoke to him from a burning bush (Exodus 3).  Yahweh there 

gave him a mission – to return to Egypt without an army and liberate 

the Israelites who were being held in slavery there.  Moshe was to 

tell Pharaoh that I AM had sent him with the message, “Let my 

people go” (Exodus 5:1).  

   You know the rest of the story.  Through a series of declarations, 

plagues and prodigies, the descendents of Israel escaped the hosts 

of Egypt when the Reed Sea parted before them, allowing them 
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crossing to the desert.  This multitude then meandered in the 

“wilderness of Sin” (Exodus 16:1) for forty years seeking their 

ancient homeland, the “land of promise.”  

   In the course of this time, Moshe again scaled Mount Horeb where 

Yahweh etched the Words on stone tablets that we call “The Ten 

Commandments” (-, Exodus 20).  When Moshe returned 

down the mountain with these words, he was seen encompassed by 

the white light of the Shechinah of Yahweh, and transfigured therein.  

The people marveled that his appearance had been so changed by 

the presence of the Almighty, for he was surrounded by white light 

radiance.  

   Now Moshe is still hailed as Yahweh’s lawgiver.  In the ensuing 

centuries, his Torah law would transform the world. 

 

Eliyah 

  Eliyah lived during the reign of Ahab and Jezebel, about 850 BC, or 

2850 years ago, 650 years after Moshe. He was a prophet of Yahweh; 

in fact, his name means “Almighty Yahweh.”  Eliyah was called to 

confront secular authorities and organized religion, challenging the 

professional priesthood to prove the power of their gods (ba’al 

and asherah). Up on Mount Carmel, he called for their priests to set 

up a sacrifice and call on the gods to set the whole mess on fire (1 

Kings 18:23,24).  When they failed, Eliyah called down the 

Shechinah radiance of Yahweh, which utterly consumed the sacrifice, 

spelling the end of government-sponsored religion for the time 

being.  This fire was of the same variety Moshe encountered in the 

burning bush – the blazing white light of Yahweh’s presence. 
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   After this incredible demonstration of power, Eliyah fled south 

from Mount Carmel (at the “hook” of Galilee), into the wilderness of 

the Sinai desert, to the same place that Moshe led the children 

of Israel.  Eliyah wanders for forty days, reliving the history of his 

ancestors, sorely afflicted by the devil.  He finds Mount Horeb, the 

place where Moshe received the Ten Commandments, and he climbs 

to the top and finds a cave.  There, at the pinnacle, Eliyah prays.  The 

angels of his fate send a hurricane, an earthquake and a fire.   But 

Yahweh doesn’t speak to Eliyah through all this commotion.  No, 

Eliyah hears Yahweh by a “still, small voice” (1 Kings 19:12). Though 

no Bible book bears his name, Eliyah is known to this day as the 

greatest prophet that ever lived. 

  

Moshe and Eliyah 

   Moshe and Eliyah both wandered the wilderness of Sin, both 

sought Mount Horeb (also called Sinai), both pioneered vital aspects 

of true worship: Moshe was the father of the Torah; Eliyah was the 

father of popular Prophecy. Both bucked the system.  Both were 

aided by the Shechinah glory of Yahweh.  Both worked great 

miracles in his name and in accordance with his directives.  

   Although the Bible says Moshe died on Mount Nebo, another 

ancient tradition says that Moshe didn’t, but was taken to the Sky by 

the archangel Michael (Jude 9).  It’s written that Eliyah was also 

taken up in a chariot of fire, thus never died (2 King 2:11).  Yahweh 

declared through a latter prophet that Eliyah would return just 

before “the great and terrible day” (Malachi 4:5).  Yahshua said that 
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Eliyah had already returned, and that the day of the new Moshe had 

come.  This day was the day. 

  

Six Days 

   Yahshua spent this day just outside Caesarea Philippi, at Banias.  He 

asked his boys, “Who do you say I AM.” This question is for anyone; 

the answer has a lot to do with whether the answerer will be saved 

or not when the day of wrath dawns on earth.  It was Shimon Kefa 

who rightly confessed, “You are the Savior, son of the Almighty.” 

How would you answer the question, “Who is Yahshua?”  I wonder 

how you would! 

   If you look at your Bible map titled “Palestine in the Time of Christ,” 

you’ll find Caesarea Philippi in the upper right (i.e. northeast) corner 

of the page.  In today’s text, six days pass without comment.  Then all 

of a sudden we find Yahshua and his fellows climbing a mountain to 

meet with Moshe and Eliyah.  What mountain do you think Yahshua 

is scaling?  Why, of course it’s Mount Horeb – where Moshe received 

the Law and Eliyah heard the still small voice.  But Mount Horeb is 

250 miles south of Caesarea Philippi, clean off the bottom of your 

Bible map, way down in the desert!  Yahshua’ group must have 

rushed to get there between Sabbaths; maybe they were carried in a 

whirlwind!  250 miles in less than a week is quite a trek in any days. 

  

The Transformation 

  Still, it was on this famous mountain that Yahshua transformed 

from flesh to spirit in the presence of his men.  His clothes start to 

glisten.  Soon, white light emanates from him at such intensity that 
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his countenance becomes brighter than the sun – only white. 

Imagine now the surprise and astonishment of those who witness 

his metamorphoses.  This man changes into one like an angel right 

before them; but now there are three such light beings.  Yahshua, the 

son of the Almighty, Moshe the Lawgiver and Eliyah the Prophet, 

conferring and brightly shining.  All mighty in white light, sparkling, 

surreal – unintentionally frightening but intentionally displaying 

their common heavenly origin.  These three are no longer mere men; 

now they see their Almighty One face-to-face.  Now they know that 

their labors, toil and poverty on the earth in the flesh haven’t been in 

vain.  As the three heavenly men confer, the three bodies of flesh, 

Shimon Kefa, Ya’aqov and Yochanon, try to look on, but the light’s 

too bright and they’re blinded, confused and scared. 

   You see, Moshe and Eliyah were the measurement of what 

righteousness was all about for these simple men of faith.  Moshe 

and Eliyah had fulfilled missions that lead the way for the salvation of 

these lesser men.  Moshe and Eliyah were the point men that cut the 

ribbon of heavenly highway through the desert to make way for 

Messiah!  Had their missions been failures, had they not recognized 

that one greater than themselves, depended upon their faithfulness, 

then the Salvation of Humanity might never have appeared. 

   As a result of the faithfulness of Moshe and Eliyah, this Yahshua, 

the Word of the Almighty, he who was there in the beginning, 

now comes forth as the new interpreter of Yahweh’s Torah and the 

new Spirit of Prophecy, the Anointed One promised to 

both Israel and the world.  Yet despite their own fame, Moshe and 

Eliyah might only have been a jot and a tittle in the annals of human 
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history had the Messiah not deigned to come.  Now these holy men 

materialize from the heavenly dimension to see the end and goal of 

their lifelong missions – that the Desire of Nations had come just as 

Yahweh their Elohim had promised!  And Yahshua 

would now change the course of history and steal sure victory from 

the adversaries of humanity.  

   Yet while Moshe and Eliyah might have cheated death, the Beloved 

Son would not.  He would die so that all who would believe and obey 

him might live on in him for eternity.  Moshe and Eliyah came to 

show the proof in the promise. 

  

Shimon Sez 

   As Shimon, Ya’aqov and Yochanon, three simple men, people like 

you and me, try to make sense of this ineffable vision, a majestic 

voice explodes from the sky – “This is my son, the beloved.  Hear of 

him!”  One of these little guys, Shimon Kefa, the same man who 

shared his house with the man Yahshua, tells us about this 

experience many years later in these words: 

2 Kefa 1: 16-18 (SEV+)  When we told you about the power and 
coming of Yahshua the Messiah, our Master, we were not 
following clever myths.  No, we saw his greatness!  When the 
Voice came from majestic radiance, Yahshua received honor 
from Father Yahweh. Yes, we heard this Voice from the sky!  We 
were with Yahshua on the holy mountain.  
 

   This Bible witness is an independent admission to the truth of the 

transformation of Yahshua on the mountain.  And we believe Shimon 

Kefa’s words.  His message has a direct effect on what we trust we 

will become when we are likewise transformed in the day of our 
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resurrection.  I’d like to know more about this transformation, 

wouldn’t you?  Then we’ll hear more, because there’s much more to 

be told. 

 

 Apocalypse of Kefa 

   In Akhmîm in Upper Egypt in the year 1887 a tremendous discover 

was made that sheds even more light Yahshua’s and our future 

transformation as believers.  A tomb of an unnamed monastic, sealed 

up for many centuries, was opened that year.  When light poured in, 

two more testaments written by Shimon Kefa were discovered on 

fragments of papyrus, including a detailed account of what Shimon 

Kefa saw and felt that fateful day on Horeb.  Now read a little of one 

of these testaments that Yahweh rummaged up from the trash heap 

for his end-time people; Shimon Kefa writes (my paraphrase): 

 (The Apocalypse of Kefa, The Akhmîm Fragment) 4. Our Master 
told us: Let us go up the mountain and pray. 5 And going, we 
asked him to show us our righteous siblings who had departed 
this world, that we might see what manner of people they had 
become, take courage, and encourage those who would hear us. 
   6 As we prayed, suddenly two men appeared, standing before 
our Master, upon whom we were not able to look. 7 For from 
their faces issued a sun ray, and their clothes were shining as 
the eye had never seen: for no mouth is able to describe nor 
heart conceive of the radiance of their clothing and the beauty of 
their faces. 8 When we saw them we were astonished, for their 
bodies were whiter than snow and redder than roses. 9 And the 
redness of them was mingled with the whiteness.  I am not able 
to declare their beauty. 10 Even their hair was curling and 
flowery and fell beautifully about their faces and shoulders like 
woven flower garlands or like a rainbow in the air: such was 
their exquisiteness. 
   12 I drew near to the Master and said: Who are these? 13 He 
told me: These are your righteous brothers and sisters who you 
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wanted to see. 14 And I said: Where are they?  What kind of 
world do they live in to possess such radiance? 
   15 And the Master showed me a very great space outside this 
world exceedingly bright with white light, and the air there full 
of sunbeams, and the earth flowering with fadeless blossoms, 
with spices and plants, beautifully blooming and incorruptible, 
bearing blessed fruit. 16 So great was the blossoming that even 
we could smell the aroma. 
   17 And the people there were clothed as shining angels; their 
clothing was like their land.   18 And angels ran round about 
them there. 19 And the glory of all was equal, for with one voice 
they praised Yahweh Elohim.  20 Then the Master told us: Yes, 
this is the place of your priesthood, the righteous of all 
humanity.  
 

   Isn’t this a wonderful vision of transformation?  Of heavenly 

hope?  Of enduring faith?  Wouldn’t you like to hear more and more 

about such a holy place, such a dimension of righteousness, where 

you too may visit one day very soon?  Wouldn’t you like to smell the 

flowers there in the promised land of Moshe and Eliyah, take home 

some of the glory for yourself, keep it in a box and look at it once in a 

while to help increase your faith? Wouldn’t you glory in the affection 

of your Master Yahshua, who might say to you, “Well done, you!  All 

this is free and it is yours!” 

  

You Would Do Well To ... 

    It’s no wonder that Shimon Kefa became so bold in his witness, 

even to the giving of his life, having seen heaven and the righteous of 

Yahshua walking up and down in it – even smelling the place from 

afar.  And oh, what a great hope we have for our own transfiguration 

in the time of our visitation.  It’s a hope based not only on reading or 

hearing about such a place, but a hope based in experiencing the 
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reality of the holy and heavenly things that have intersected our lives 

and brought us to the brink of righteousness. 

   But Shimon Kefa doesn’t stop by simply describing what he saw, or 

glorying in his destiny, or boasting in his vision; no, he admonishes us 

in these words; saying in 2 Peter 1:19.  

“We have the prophetic message that is made sure (by our 
heavenly vision).  You would do well to pay attention to it.  It 
is like a lamp shining in a dark place until dawn, until the 
Morning Star rises in your hearts.”   
 

Yes, you would do well to pay attention to the Commandments that 

Yahweh gave Moshe as you try to live a life pleasing to Yahshua.  You 

would do well to attend to the prophecies of Eliyah and the others 

concerning the times we live in and our only hope for survival.  You 

would do more than well by following in the footsteps of Yahshua on 

the narrow way that leads to life – and what a life! 

   Give up your false vision of materialism and vainglory.  Earth is not 

and never could be your home.  Surrender to the words of life and 

thus live the lives of these men of Yahweh.  Then, when your time 

comes, it won’t be one of simply smelling heavenly fragrances or 

seeing heavenly lights, but you’ll be there, with a mission of your own, 

important to the great promise world of eternal tomorrows.  You will 

say with the saint, “Yes, it is so good that we are here.” 
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The Nazoreans 
Vision, Commitment, Purpose and Expectation 

Acts 11:19.  Now those who were scattered because of the 
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia 
and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except Jews.  
{The rest is read in the course of the message.} 
 

Epistle of Barnabas 1 (excerpts): All hail, ye sons and daughters, 
in the name of our Master Yahshua the Anointed, who loved us 
in peace. Seeing that the divine fruits of righteousness abound 
among you, I rejoice exceedingly in your happy and honored 
spirits, because ye have with such effect received the engrafted 
spiritual gift.  Wherefore also I inwardly rejoice the more, 
hoping to be saved, because I perceive in you the Spirit poured 
forth from the rich Master of love. Your appearance has filled 
me with astonishment. I am persuaded of this because since I 
began to speak among you, I understand many things; for the 
Master hath accompanied me in the way of righteousness.  On 
this account, I am bound by the strictest obligation to love you 
above my own soul, because great are the faith and love 
dwelling in you, while you hope for the life which He has 
promised. 
 
 Josephus Antiquities 20:1.3-2.5: (Josephus - The Essential Works 
- Paul Meier) Herod, the brother of Agrippa who had perished, 
was allowed to govern over Chalcis. He asked Claudius Caesar 
for control over the temple along with the sacred treasury, and 
the ability to choose the high priests, and he was given all that 
he had asked for. 
      Around this time lived queen Helena of Adiabene, along with 
her son Izates. They both began to follow the Jewish way, 
turning away from their past lifestyle . . . Her arrival was of great 
help to the masses in Jerusalem; for there was a famine in the 
land that overtook them, and many people died of starvation. 
      When it became necessary to obtain food abroad, Queen 
Helena sent some of her attendants, with money, to the city of 
Alexandria to purchase as much grain as possible. She also sent 
others to the island of Cyprus to bring back dried figs. This 
whole process happened very quickly, and as soon as they had 
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returned, they handed the provisions out to those who were in 
dire need of them. Because of this, she left behind a legacy and 
was held in great respect by the people and the nation at large. 
And when her son Izates became aware of this famine, he sent a 
large gift to the leaders in Jerusalem. 
 
Prayer of John Chrysostom (347 – 407) O Messiah our Elohim, 
who are yourself the fulfillment of the Torah and the Prophets, 
and did fulfill all the ordered purpose of the Father, always fill 
our hearts with joy and gladness, now and forever, world 
without end. 

 

The Scandal of Converts! 

Acts 11:19.  Now those who were scattered because of the 
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia 
and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except Jews.  
20.  But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, 
who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, preaching 
the Sovereign Yahshua.  21.  And the hand of Yahweh was with 
them, and a great number that believed turned to Yahweh.  22.  
News of this came to the ears of the assembly in Jerusalem. 
 

   Considering the context of the passage, this Antioch is probably not 

in Syria, but Antioch of Mygodonla in Parthia. Nazorean Judaism 

(which is also called “Jewish Christianity” by Scholars) SWEPT 

through that area, located in today’s Kurdistani Turkey around Urfa.  

In the times soon after the resurrection, the city-state was called 

Adiabene, named for Yahshua’s disciple (and perhaps brother) Addai 

(Thaddeus).  Adiabene means “Good Addai.”  Nazorean apocrypha 

tells us that Thaddeus healed the King of that place, Abgar or Agbar, 

at the command of Yahshua.  We have letters certified by Eusebius to 

show this to be true (at the bottom of this essay). 
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  Due to persecution against the Nazoreans in Jerusalem and Judea, 

many Jewish believers migrated and settled within the relative 

safety of Antioch’s ethnic obscurity.  As immigrants, they gathered 

with other Palestinian Jews - people whose customs, traditions, 

language and culture were similar.  And they followed the custom of 

Yahshua: They met every Sabbath in the synagogue to learn the 

Torah and to witness to the truth – that the Son of Man had come to 

seek and save that which was lost.  

  Other Hebraic believers came from Cyprus and Cyrene to Antioch.  

(Cyrene is situated in modern-day Libya.)  These newcomers to 

Antioch were more liberal and better educated, having been raised 

far from the traditions and poverty of Jerusalem.  They might well 

have been Essenes.  They’d been previously baptized in the Holy 

Spirit and arrived anointed to tell their stories of how Yahshua had 

influenced their lives outside the bounds of the Jewish Temple cult.  

Through the prophetic voice of these Cypriots and Africans, secular, 

pagan and superstitious people were repenting and believing that 

Yahweh was the Almighty One and Yahshua came as his Son to 

reconcile all people.  And “a great number believed” the testimony of 

the Cypriots and Africans.  These proselytes from pork-eating 

paganism were brought out of the shrine and into the Antioch 

synagogue to learn Torah every Sabbath right alongside the long-

bearded Chasid. 

   Needless to say, this influx of pagans scandalized the long beards.  

“These are idolaters coming in to our synagogue!  They’re not 

Hebrews!  They know nothing of our Law and traditions.  Do they 
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bring defilement in with them?  Shall we be accursed by Yahweh 

because they’re here?  What should we do?”  

 These folks probably wanted their faith to grow, but not to the 

extent of sacrificing their traditional way of thinking, meeting, acting, 

behaving, dressing and worshiping.  These Antiochan proselytes 

didn’t even know enough to stand up for the Doxology.  They didn’t 

even know the names of the books in the Tanak.  They didn’t even 

know “The Lord’s Prayer.”  Did they really belong there?  Shouldn’t 

they be put out? 

   Yahshua commanded all his followers that, should he go away, they 

should defer to James the Just (Ya’aqov the Zaddik), his brother, for 

counsel. This passing of authority is not recorded in the New 

Testament and James the Just is only mentioned as an antagonist 

until Acts 15.  It’s not that ancient authors didn’t know of the 

succession; rather, they had reasons to keep it out of the canon. 

However, the following notice of James’ succession is recorded in the 

Gospel of Thomas, some of which dates earlier than the canonical 

gospels: 

Thomas 12. The disciples said to Yahshua, “We know that you 
are going to leave us. Who will be our leader?”  Yahshua said to 
them, “No matter where you happen to be, you are to go to 
James the Just, for whose sake heaven and earth came into 
being.” 
 

So in their dismay, these Antiochan stalwarts of the faith sent word 

to James the Just in Jerusalem, where he had taken “all authority” 

over the Nazoreans.  “There are pagan Greeks coming in here?” they 

cried from the parchment!    They don’t know the Torah.  They aren’t 
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even circumcised.  James the Just!  What should we do now?”  This is 

where we again take up the text. 

 

Barnabas – One Thumb Up 

Acts 19:22b. [James] sent Barnabas to Antioch.  23.  When he 
came and saw the grace of Elohim, he was glad; and he exhorted 
them all to remain faithful to Yahweh with steadfast purpose; 
24.  for he was a good man, full of the Set-apart Spirit and of 
faith. And a large company was added to the Master.  
 

   Joseph Barnabas, who was from Cyprus like some of the evangelists 

who stirred up the Antioch synagogue, served James the Just in 

Jerusalem.  Barnabas was speedily dispatched to observe the 

situation and make recommendations back to headquarters.  

(Barnabas means “Son of a Seer.”)   Barnabas, like James and Peter, 

strictly kept the Torah, including Sabbaths, feasts and food 

ordinances.  But after surveying the situation in Antioch, Barnabas 

did not condemn the evangelists or their movement.  No, but he did 

admonish them all to be faithful to Yahweh no matter what.  

   Here’s the gist of Barnabas’ admonition in his own words from his 

letter we know as: 

The Epistle of Barnabas 21 (excerpts): It is well that those 
who’ve learned the judgments of Yahweh should walk in them. 
For he who keeps these shall be glorified in the kingdom of 
Elohim; but he who chooses other things shall be destroyed 
with his works.  There will be a resurrection and a retribution.  I 
beseech you who are in authority, show kindness. For the day is 
at hand on which all things evil shall perish. Yahweh is near, as 
is His reward. So be good lawgivers one to another; continue to 
be faithful counselors of one another; do away with all 
hypocrisy.  And may Elohim, who rules the world, give to you 
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wisdom, intelligence, understanding, knowledge of His 
judgments – with patience. 
 

My friend, you can’t go wrong – no matter what ANYONE says - if 

you’re faithful to the Commandments and to one another.  

   Barnabas was a spirit-filled Apostle with the gift of faith.  His faith 

made him wise enough to see past the current confusion to the 

greater picture – that the Israeli tribe and the pagan tribe might 

become one in Messiah, as the prophets foretold.  He was a man 

ahead of his time.  Yet no little help would be necessary if his vision 

of Yahweh’s will for the assembly in Antioch was to become real. 

   Barnabas was also experienced in business matters (Acts 4:36,37).   

He wasn’t so overtaken by his vision that he didn’t perceive the lack 

of a common purpose among the believers at Antioch.  He exhorted 

them to acquire a steadfast purpose – find a mission – some 

righteous reason to be together.  Why?  Because “if you don’t know 

where you’re going, any road will get you there.”  The only way that 

Barnabas’ prophetic vision could come to pass would be if the two 

factions at Antioch kept the religious law and unified in spirit and 

action.  Any assembly that wants to go forward absolutely must see a 

vision of tomorrow and set about in unity to make it happen.  This is 

what is meant in verse 23 by “a steadfast purpose.”  

   No assembly is ever to evolve into a religious hobby club or retire 

as a monument to the past.  We revere and study the past; but that is 

so that we can set a clear future course – a course that leads to the 

Millennium Reign.  Barnabas stilled the storm by calling all back to 

faithfulness, but he could readily perceive that Antioch simply didn’t 
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know how to walk through the tremendous door of opportunity that 

conflict and friction had opened.  

   But he knew what to do about that, and that it wouldn’t be a quick 

fix.  So Barnabas exhorted them to “be faithful,” then he said goodbye 

to the Antioch assembly temporarily.  Like Macarthur, he promised, 

“I shall return!” 

  

What Is a Christian! 

25.  So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; 26. and when 
he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year 
they met with the assembly, and taught a large company of 
people; and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called 
Christians ().  
 

  Now Barnabas catches the next passage to Tarsus.  When he and 

Saul return to Antioch together, they begin a leadership training 

seminar in Antioch which lasts an entire year.  Not three nights, not 

four Sunday School moments, but twelve full months of intense 

training on the subject of what it means to be a steadfast, purpose-

driven “Assembly of Yahweh in Yahshua.”  

   You’ve got to hand it to those Antiochans.  Of course some people 

left when they couldn’t have it their way.  But those that Yahweh had 

chosen to redeem Barnabas’ vision didn’t quit and they didn’t split.  

The task forces, committees and focus groups that Paul and 

Barnabas put together raised a stir in that city because the residents 

witnessed Jews and Gentiles working together side by side for a 

common religious purpose – and certainly for the first time in 

history.  To the bystanders who watched their activity and style of 

life, they became “Christians.” 
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   For your information, “Christian” and “Christ” are titles borrowed 

from the world of paganism.  The believers in Antioch didn’t call 

themselves Christians; outsiders did.  To be called a Christian had a 

double meaning.  For the detractors, calling these Nazoreans 

“Christians” was a smear tactic.  Literally!  “Christ” simply means 

“smeared.”   Calling the assembly “Christians” then would be like us 

moderns calling a religious group “smears.”   (“Smear” has extremely 

insulting connotations I will not report here.) 

    For supporters, calling the Nazoreans of Antioch Christians was 

complementary, for Christ also means “anointed” (as with oil).  

There were many famous christs at this time; among them, Master 

Krishna (Krishna is the same as Christ) and the Roman Emperor 

Octavian, who was also called “Christ.” (A much more appropriate 

appellation would be “Messiah,” which is from Hebrew and means 

beasically the same thing of “Christ” with the added meaning of 

“savior.”  In this book, you have noticed I have used “Messiah” 

exclusively.) 

   But the very fact that outsiders called the Jews and Gentiles of the 

Antioch synagogue by a common name, even if it was derogatory 

and/or pagan, proves that they were seen as having a common 

purpose.  People who had once hated each other were coming 

together.  That’s what’s supposed to happen in a synagogue.  

Synagogue means “a coming together place.”  

   BUT . . . This public demonstration of unity would never have 

happened had Saul and Barnabas not sacrificed an entire year 

teaching the commandments of Yahweh and the testimony of 

Yahshua.  After the year, these Antiochan Nazoreans retained shared 

210



 

 

values, theology, diet, ordinances, morals and understandings. They 

desired, prayed for and received diverse gifts and graces, to 

potentiate them for service.  And they came to love one another 

through the ordeal. 

      But their common mission hadn’t yet manifested.  When it 

arrived, it did so by means of a supernatural event – a miracle. 

 

The Famine of ‘46 

27.  Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch.  28.  And one of them named Agabus (Abgar?) stood up 
and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine 
over all the world; and this took place in the days of Claudius.  
29.  And the disciples determined, every one according to his 
ability, to send relief to the brethren who lived in Judea; 30.  and 
they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and 
Saul.  
 

   Agabus was a traveling prophet.  Obviously, this is an assumed 

name meant to hide who this Agabus really was, for “Agabus” means 

“locust” as in “locust plague,” which may have been one of the 

reasons for the famine.  Locusts caused great famines in the Middle 

East then (and now).  Yahweh foretold a disastrous “locust plague” 

through this man: a “great dearth” - a famine.  The famine swept into 

Palestine in 46 A.D during the reign of Claudius Caesar.  Well-

documented in secular history, many important people of good will 

helped to bring relief to Jerusalem. 

   Paul and Barnabas saw this famine as an opportunity to bring unity 

of purpose to the assembly at Antioch.  “Hadn’t the famine first been 

prophesied right here in this place?” they exhorted.  “And didn’t our 

Master minister throughout Israel?” they preached.  “And aren’t his 
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brothers and sisters and disciples and the whole menagerie of his 

followers yet there?” they cried.   “And aren’t they hungry there in 

the Holy Land of our fathers?” they repeated.  “How many of you 

here are from Jerusalem – raise your hand!” Barnabas commanded.  

A few raised their hands.  “So doesn’t this give us a hint as to just 

who Yahweh is calling to help with relief?” they proclaimed.  

   Over and over they preached relief – mission – purpose – single-

mindedness.  Saul and Barnabas insisted that purpose grow out of 

mission.  The believers in Antioch, spurred on by the call to good 

works, finally began to act.  The interesting thing about the offering 

they received for Jerusalem is that both Jew and Gentile united as 

Nazoreans.  Though diverse, they acquired a one-mindedness 

through the teachings of the Apostles, the vision of Yahweh and his 

love and compassion for one another. 

 

“Steadfast Purpose” 

   Let’s go back for a moment to Acts 11:23 and Barnabas’ speech to 

the Antiochan believers.  

   Weymouth’s New Testament says that Barnabas “encouraged them 

all to remain, with fixed resolve, faithful to Yahweh.”  The Revised 

Standard Version says, “he exhorted them all to remain faithful to 

Yahweh with steadfast purpose.”  But I’ll prefer the The King James 

Version here, which tells us that he “exhorted them all, that with 

purpose of heart they would cleave unto Yahweh.”   What is this 

“purpose of heart” that drove the mission toward the vision? 

   We can explain it in intellectual terms.  The Bible word prothesis, 

here translated purpose, means “placing an action in view” or 
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“exhibiting” something – i.e. putting something on display.  The word 

is used in the Old Testament (reshiyth) to describe the showbread – 

twelve loaves of wheat bread representing the twelve tribes of Israel 

set out on the table in the sanctuary of the temple.  The loaves were 

split into two rows of six, signifying that the tribes of Israel were 

likewise split, yet all Israel remained before Yahweh and, by the 

mouth of prophets, would be ONE in the end.  

   Of the showbread, the Law demands, 

Every sabbath [the priest] shall set it in order, a memorial, even 
an offering to Yahweh, and everlasting covenant, and a statute 
for all your generations (Leviticus 24:8).  
 

So the significance of purpose for the Antiochan assembly and for us 

folks today is that our vision, mission and “purpose of the heart” is 

instituted not by Saul and Barnabas, not by an ecclesiastical 

authority, but by the heavenly Father, who expects our heavenly 

purpose, like the presentation of the showbread, to be carried out 

before Yahweh and all people forever.  His purpose carries cosmic 

authority and awesome responsibility, and is to be powered 

naturally and supernaturally – with teaching and with gifts.  

Everyone involved is to take ownership and get on board.  No 

exceptions.  Ours is an everlasting covenant.  Reward or retribution 

await us. 

 

Three Little Magic Words 

   As the purpose of the Antiochan Nazoreans was recorded on 

parchment and still stands today for us in Acts 11:28-30, our reason 

213



 

 

to be should also be exhibited as the showbread.  Everyone here 

should know exactly what we’re about without a second thought.   

   The new sign outside this assembly has been standing well over a 

year.  Upon it in red is written a simple mission statement consisting 

of three action verbs.  Everyone has seen those verbs at least twice a 

week – going in and going out.  Now there’s a light on the sign, at 

those three action verbs can be seen at night.  Yet four weeks of 

asking the congregation was required before the majority could 

recite them.  

   Do you know those three red action verbs?  To know them really 

isn’t that important, except that memorizing them is the first step in 

doing them.  And we must do them to realize our reason to be.   What 

else are we here to do but win, disciple and glorify?  If not these, then 

we’re here only to be judged as lacking later on.  

   The Antioch Congregation had its vision resisters – those who 

would have liked everything to remain comfortable and slothful – 

those who wouldn’t even read their own sign.  And some are simply 

unwilling to do anything to fulfill those three words.  When 

Jerusalem was suffering famine, the Gentiles of the congregation 

wouldn’t have had any natural inclination to help.  They had no real 

religious or blood connection with either Jerusalem or Jews.  Relief 

was something the old guard – the minority – felt called to do.  

   But the Gentiles of the new era caught the vision of the old guard.  

Both new and the old became caught up in the mission of fund-

raising.  We’re fortunate to have a written, first-hand report of the 

actions of a similar congregation when it fulfilled the same mission.  

I’m speaking of the Corinthian assembly that was also fund-raising 
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for the relief of Jerusalem.  Paul records the efforts of the Corinthians 

in: 

2 Corinthians 8:2.  These believers suffered hard testing. 
However, even though they were very poor, they gave very 
generously. They were so happy.  3. They gave as much as they 
could – even more than they should –because they really 
wanted to. 4.  They begged us again and again for the privilege 
of having a part in helping the holy people. 5.  They did not do as 
we expected. No, the first thing they did was to give themselves 
to Yahweh. Then they gave themselves to us to be used in 
whatever way he wanted. 
 

   What this testimony plainly reveals is that, like in Antioch, this 

synagogue had no bankroll or savings accounts with thousands of 

shekels to spare.  But they got on board with Yahweh by being 

obedient to his commandments then they begged to do more.  No, 

they didn’t hoard and gripe – they didn’t demonstrate a “depression 

mentality” (Paul and Barnabas wouldn’t stand for it) – but they 

happily impoverished themselves for the privilege of relieving the 

holy ones.  

  

And What of Your Mission? 

   The congregation at Antioch listened and learned, planned their 

work, then worked their plan; they became unified by their purpose 

of heart.  No other congregation after Jerusalem became so closely 

identified with Apostles and Prophets than Antioch.  Antioch is 

where Paul and Barnabas began their long joint ministry.  And it was 

in Antioch where revival and universal evangelism first broke out.  

This is where believers were first called Christians.  Here foreign 

missions were born. 
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   Later, Antioch became home to many important early Nazorean 

writers whose works are still prized today: Barnabas, Ignatius, 

Lucian, John Chrysostom – all on account of that first pairing of Jews 

with Gentiles in a common purpose of heart.  And today in the 

modern world, if you can believe this, the Antiochan Orthodox 

Assembly is one of the fastest growing movements back to authentic 

Christianity (says Bishop Sanchez).  Why?  Because even now the 

Antiochans retain the same purpose of heart that’s recorded in a 

book we call Acts of the Apostles.  

   I wonder what the historians will say about our congregation?  Will 

believers read of our exploits a thousand years hence?  Will our 

mission make enough difference to change the course of human 

events or even one human life?  Will we care enough at this stage to 

acquire a vision and fulfill the three little red verbs on the sign?  Will 

those on the outside see our good works and either insult us or 

glorify the Father for us?  Will we win, disciple, glorify?  What you’ll 

do now, right now, will determine that.  But I’ll leave you with 

Barnabas’ benediction from his letter while you make up your minds. 

Benediction: Epistle of Barnabas 21: And may Elohim, who 
ruleth over all the world, give to you wisdom, intelligence, 
understanding, knowledge of His judgments, with patience. And 
be ye taught of Elohim, inquiring diligently what Yahweh asks 
from you; and do it that ye maybe safe in the day of judgment. 
While yet you are in this fair vessel, fulfill every commandment. 
Farewell, ye children of love and peace. Yahweh of glory and of 
all grace be with your spirit. Amen. 

  
What is a Nazorean? 

Nazarene refers to a person from Nazareth (Matthew 2:23).  It also 

refers to members of the Church of the Nazarene, a Christian 
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holiness denomination that originated in and separated from the 

Methodist Church.  Nazarene also refers to those who are affiliated 

with the various Nazarene Yisraelite groups. 

   Nazorean (on the other hand) is a term referring to the first 

followers of Yahshua the Anointed (Acts 24:5).  Most Scripture 

versions incorrectly transliterate the term as “Nazarene” to follow 

tradition, but as Raymond E. Brown has shown, NAZARENE refers to 

a person from the geographic location of Nazareth and NAZOREAN 

refers to a person who is a member of the religious sect (The Birth of 

the Messiah, 209ff). Yahshua fulfills both definitions.   

   I used the correct transliteration “Nazorean” for years before 

learning there was a Nazarene Yisraelite movement.  The Hebraic 

term would of course be Nōserîm, Notzrim or Nozrim.  We might 

translate the word as “watch-persons.” 

 

Who are the Nazoreans? 

   The Nazoreans were a sect of Israelites to which Yahshua and his 

family belonged – one of at least three divisions of what we now call 

The Essenes (or the Hasidim).  The Nazoreans were non-violent.  

Though they kept the feasts of Yahweh, they did not sacrifice 

animals.  A good argument can be made that they did not eat any 

meat nor did they condone violence or cruelty.  They understood the 

origin of evil to be according to the prophecies of Enoch, and that 

people were often victims of demonic evil. 

   The Nazoreans had methods of healing that included laying on of 

hands, anointing with oil and herbal remedies.  Because of their 

frugal and sensible living, it was not unusual for a Nazorean to live in 
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good health for 120 years.  (Yahshua’s brother Shimon of Cana and 

others were documented to have lived that long.)  

They had their own Passover meals (distinct from other groups)– 

what they ate is still secret today.  Nazoreans didn’t all keep the 

lunar calendar - they kept the solar.  Their holy days and feasts often 

fell on different days than those of the Jews.  This is why, in John’s 

evangel, the feasts Yahshua attended in Jerusalem were spoken of 

“the feast of the Jews.”  

   The first biography of Yahshua was kept by a Nazorean disciple in 

the Hebrew language.  Today that work is known as “The Gospel of 

the Nazoreans” or “The Gospel of the Hebrews.”  Only excerpts 

remain of these gospels; the Christian Church destroyed them all.  

Those that remain tell of a major doctrine of the Nazoreans: 

The disciples said, “Then where do you want us to prepare the 
Passover?” Yahshua answered, “Do you think I desire with 
desire to eat flesh with you at this Passover? I have come to do 
away with the system of sacrifices. If you do not quit sacrificing, 
the wrath of Yahweh will not quit you.” (quoted from 
Epiphanius) 
 

The Nazoreans had their own temple priesthood, referred to in 

Scripture as “the poorer priests,” who took up residence in the 

southwest corner of Jerusalem in what was known as the Essene 

Quarter.  This priesthood was known as the Melchizedek Priesthood.  

Yahshua’s brother Ya’aqov (James) was a very well known, 

documented priest of this order in Jerusalem.  It is even documented 

that Ya’aqov, like Zechariah, entered the Holy of Holies on Yom 

Kippur and spoke the sacred name.  The writer of Hebrews mentions 

this priesthood, as does the Dead Sea Scrolls extensively. 

218



 

 

   The two other sects of the Essenes (which means “keepers” - 

keepers of the secrets of the faith, keepers of the truth, keepers of 

the set-apart ordinances) were the Theraputae (healers) and the 

Zaddikim (righteous).  The Theraputae were mainly located in Egypt.  

Joseph surely went to them with Yahshua before “out of Egypt I 

called my son.”  These Essenes were called Healers because they 

could heal any affliction through the power of Elohim.  (Hasidim = 

Essene = “The Pious,” devotees of the mystical phase of Judaism, 

appearing in the pre-Maccabean age. The descendants of this earlier 

sect appeared again in the Nazorean sect of the first centuries. Later 

Hasidim were saints and workers of miracles, gifted with esoteric 

wisdom and the faculty of prophecy.) 

   The Zaddikim isolated themselves by the Dead Sea east of 

Jerusalem in caves.  They were a breakaway movement, preparing 

themselves to fight the Kittim (Romans) when the time came for the 

Kingdom to come.  They are often called “The Qumran Essenes” or 

“Qumran Sectarians” – though whether they were connect or not 

with Khirbet Qumran is yet to be determined).  Their hope was when 

the war against Rome came, and they went forth as their hero 

Phineas did in ages past, the rest of Israel would follow them to 

finish the Romans, the Herods, and the temple Sadducees. 

   Nazoreans today seek to be the “keepers” of the true faith of 

Yahshua, Ya’aqov, and the rest of Yahshua’s family; the keepers of 

the ancient documents, truths and traditions; the keepers of the only 

knowledge and power that will be useful when Yahshua returns in 

the next few years.  As Christianity and Judaism have both veered off 

the truth to become religions of paganism, emotionalism, tradition 
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and idolatry, there have always been Nazoreans “keeping,” no matter 

what they have called themselves.  The latest incarnation of the 

Nazoreans consists of a loose but world-wide movement that one 

must search for, but one may find by contacting the author of this 

essay. 

Supplement 

 
King Agbar’s Letter to the Yahshua (from Eusebius) 

   I have heard of you and the cures wrought by you without herbs or 

medicines; for it is reported you restore sight to the blind, make the 

lame to walk, cleanse the leper, raise the dead, and heal those that 

are tormented with diseases of long continuance - having heard all 

this about you, I was fully persuaded to believe one of two things, 

either that you are truly Elohim and came down from the sky to do 

such miracles, or else you are the Son of Elohim and perform them; 

so I have now sent these lines entreating you to come here and cure 

my diseases.  Besides having heard that the Jews murmur against 

you and contrive to do you mischief, I invite you to my city, which is 

little indeed but exceeding beautiful and sufficient for us both. 

 

Yahshua’s Answer 

   Blessed are you, O Agbar for believing in me whom you have not 

seen, for it is written that they who have seen me would not believe 

and they who have not seen me would believe and be saved; but as 

to the matter you have written about, these are to acquaint you with 

the fact that all the things for which I have been sent must be 

fulfilled, and that I must be taken up and returned to him who sent 
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me.  But after my ascension I will send one of my disciples who will 

cure your disease and give life to you and all them that are with you. 
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Habeas Corpus: Produce the Body: 

Shua from Sheol to Shivim 

Matthew 28:8.  So the women departed quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  9.  And 
behold, Yahshua met them and said, "Hail!" And they came up 
and took hold of his feet and worshiped him.  10.  Then Yahshua 
said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brethren to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see me."   
… 
16.  Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Yahshua had directed them.  17.  And when they saw him 
they worshiped him; but some doubted.   
Also Luke 24:15-32. 

  
Recap 

After Yahshua Messiah ascended into the skies from Jerusalem (as 

recorded in Acts 1), suppose he came down in another needy place 

in the land (like Galilee).  Suppose some folks there recognized him.  

Further, suppose he was present in his resurrected body at some of 

the pivotal points in the history of the nascent Assembly of Yahweh.  

Actually, there are quite a number of historical markers in which 

Yahshua was seen and recognized; for instance, the New Testament 

records his post-resurrection presence in Jerusalem, Galilee, Syria, 

and Galatia.  Secular history of the time also reports a couple more 

such advents.  Many ancient religious accounts also record Yahshua 

returning to various places to teach or help his people through 

troublesome times. 

   In the following words, certain of these reported visitations are laid 

over 1st- through 3rd-century written history to give us an account 

of Yahshua's whereabouts and doings from the time of his crucifixion 

222



 

 

until his seventieth year. What emerges is the bones of what could 

become a much more detailed historical fiction, which could be 

useful in learning about messianic times, the ways and means of the 

apostles, and the ultimate fulfillment of the Olivette prophecies that 

are still so mysterious to some today.   

 

PRIMO 

Habeas Corpus 

   There’s a law term we hear, but few know what it means.  It’s 

habeas corpus: “you should have the body.”   It’s a document issued 

by a lawyer challenging the legality of holding a person.   Grounds for 

a Writ of Habeas Corpus might be established if a person’s 

imprisoned based on illegally obtained evidence, denial of counsel or 

jury tampering.   

   In order to serve the writ, the body must be traceable.  One can’t be 

released unless his whereabouts and history are known.  Today I’d 

like to serve a Writ of Habeas Corpus for the body of Yahshua 

Messiah.  I want to know the whereabouts of his corpus from when 

he left the tomb onward.  We’ll look for evidence of his whereabouts 

based the Bible and history.  We might even find facts that might 

bear upon our own corpus in times to come. 

 

From the Garden 

    Yahshua’s corpus was habeased from a garden on Mount Olivette 

on by a crowd of thugs.  They took the body with spirit intact to the 

High Priest Emeritus then on to the palace of the High Priest, 

Caiaphas.  Yahshua was interrogated by some lawyers at midnight 
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and was assaulted by a temple guard.  The remainder of the morning, 

he was blindfolded and beaten about the face.  At daylight, the 

Council met together and tried him.  Failing to make the case with 

false witnesses, the authorities condemned him for the capital crime 

of blasphemy without any witnesses or confessions.  They sentenced 

Yahshua to death unlawfully.  

 

To Herod 

    He was taken under guard to the Praetorium of the Roman 

governor Pilate (once Herod’s palace).  The most powerful regent in 

Palestine interrogated Yahshua but had no case, and turned him over 

to the ruler of his home province of Galilee, who happened to be in 

town: King Herod Antipas.  The King was pleased to see Yahshua 

because he thought him to be an occultist with great and useful 

powers.  Herod commanded miracles, but Yahshua wouldn’t.  So 

Herod’s men beat him again.  They put a huge robe on him to cover 

all the illegal abuse and sent him back to the Praetorium.  

 

 To Pilate 

    Pilate interrogated him again, and again found no cause.  To please 

the local authorities, he had Yahshua stripped and torn beyond 

recognition with iron whips.  After this, the sadistic Roman soldiers 

had him alone.  They plated his skull with thorns.  The robe went 

back on to cover the corporeal abuse.   The soldiers repeatedly 

slapped his hooded face.  

    Pilate returned, had Yahshua brought before his assembled 

enemies, and again pronounced him innocent, finding no charge of 
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corpus habere – “to have the body.”  A good lawyer might’ve brought 

a Writ of Habeas Corpus and freed Yahshua.  Roman justice would’ve 

complied – for the corpus was about to become a corpse at the hands 

of the brutal guards. However, his lawyer didn’t show, and his 

talmidim, who were ignorant of Latin law terms, cowered behind the 

bushes, hoping not to be seen as a corporation.  

   Pilate, a brutal killer himself, was disturbed by the proceedings 

because of his wife’s dream– she sent him a message while he was on 

the judgment seat: “Have nothing to do with that Zaddik; I’ve been 

badly messed up all day because of a dream about him.”  

   Pilate could produce the Writ of Habeas Corpus himself to let 

Yahshua off on his wife’s account, but the devil had one more trick.  

The Temple leaders taunted their overlord, “Pilate, if you set him 

free you’re no friend of Caesar’s; anyone who makes himself king is 

defying Caesar.”  Pilate’s friends in Rome had themselves recently 

been executed (Sejanus, et al, in 31 AD); the chief priests knew it.   

Pilate was a friendless man.  Now was the perfect time for a threat, 

and the Jewish crowd caught on quickly.  Pilate’s head was on the 

block now.  “We have no king but Caesar,” led the crowd of idolaters.  

Undoubtedly, the crowd was more interested in flummoxing Pilate 

than executing Yahshua. 

 

To Skull Place 

    Pilate washed his hands and went into hiding.  A German 

Centurion and his men took Yahshua to the stake and the crowd 

followed the hobbled and decimated Messiah out the Damascus Gate, 

to a point overlooking the city, known then and recognized today 
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as Skull Place.  Soldiers impaled Yahshua, nailing him down, lifting 

him up, dropping man and pole into a depression scratched into 

solid rock.  Yahshua quickly succumbed to the bleeding and died of 

asphyxiation.  A soldier speared him to make sure he was dead. 

 

To the Tomb   

    In the aftermath, the famous explorer Yosef Ari Mattyah (Joseph of 

Arimathaea) served a writ of Habeas Corpus on Pilate.  Pilate was so 

glad to end the matter that he granted the corpus / corpse 

immediately.  The dead Yahshua became Yosef’s possession, and 

with the Pharisee Nakdimon (Nicodemus), the body was retired to 

new hewn tomb.  A shroud draped the body; a napkin covered the 

head.  A hundred pounds of cool aloe leaves encased the body.  The 

tomb was shut and airless for over seventy-two hours by a round 

stone, guarded by Templers. 

   Yahshua was as dead as could be.  Great measures were taken to 

preserve the body temporarily in case it might come back to life.  But 

in one very important way, Yahshua wasn’t like other humans.  His 

essence could never die – it’s impossible to kill one born of spirit.  

The Son of Elohim didn’t die with the Son of Man.  The living spirit 

escaped through the tomb floor.  His spirit went down, down, down.   

Beneath Jerusalem’s foundations, there was a mammoth recess in 

the rock and a burning ring of fire – the largest, deepest 

underground chamber in earth’s entire 260,732,699,457 cubic miles 

of water, rocks, magma and empty spaces. 
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Imprisoned in the Earth 

  Kefa (Peter) tells us of ancient times when the offspring of fallen 

angels and women were monstrous youths, hideous and cruel, big 

bodied, mere cocoon-like shells for bloodthirsty demonic spirits.   

Noah’s flood was sent by Yahweh to kill these things, but through the 

death of their corporis, the foul ghosts inside was freed.  By the time 

of the flood, humanity was entirely infiltrated by the spawn of Satan; 

Yahweh saved only eight souls.  The prophet Enoch relates that two 

hundred million Nephilim (fallen angels), freed from the limitations 

of flesh, were gathered by righteous angels and imprisoned in caves 

of nether gloom deep inside the earth.  Two hundred million devilish, 

death-loving, blood-sucking devils are chained somewhere under 

your feet, waiting to be set free to enslave you.  They may now be 

free.  The world seems to be ravaged by evil. 

    Kefa said, 

(2 Peter 2:4,5) Yahweh didn’t spare the angels when they 
sinned, but cast them into Hades and committed them to pits of 
nether gloom to be kept until the judgment; he didn’t spare the 
ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, 
with seven other persons, when he brought a flood upon the 
world of the unrighteous… 
 

   Yochanon sees these wicked hoards escaping in his visions!   

(Revelation 9:1-5 exc.)  I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, 
and he was given the key to the bottomless pit; he opened it and 
from there rose the smoke of a great furnace; the air was 
darkened with the smoke.  From the smoke came locusts, and 
they were given the power of scorpions; allowed to torture for 
five months.  In those days men will seek death and will not find 
it.  (By the way, five prophetic months is equal to 150 years.) 
 

   Yochanon says these fallen ones are as locusts.  A scholar writes:  
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Numberless swarms are carried by the wind from Arabia 
into Palestine, then, having devastated that country, migrate to 
regions farther north ….   
 

On the day Yahshua died, the devils in the subterranean hell 

rejoiced.  They had the writ of habeas corpus – Yahshua would soon 

be in Hades, and they would destroy him forever.  The only one who 

could keep them imprisoned was now theirs!  They’d soon be free 

from their chains to complete the final solution – the total 

annihilation of all creation. 

 

Into the Smoking Pit 

   The Son of Elohim – no longer a mere man, but a life-giving spirit, 

transverses the quantum roadblocks through the molten nether 

world.  He locates that enormous crater ten thousand miles 

beneath Gehenna, far below where the Jebusites passed their 

children through the fire.  In majesty, protected from the flames by 

holiness, but carrying the burden of sin for the world of men, 

Messiah transverses the gate into that dank, airless, burning abyss, 

where he senses the infernal slime of antediluvian vice, and feels the 

pitiless horror of evil surround him as if to consume.  He is in Hell.  

   Instantly, the alarm sounds: the king of that smoking pit, Apollyon, 

the destroyer, rises as big as the planet Pluto.   

“Who are you, that you dare come into this abode, unless you be 
the one with the key to this loathsome place; open the gate that 
we may be free to consume the earth, else you too shall be 
congealed with the rest of the foul ooze in the cavern thither and 
below.  I command you! for I’m the king of this place.  I 
AM Apollyon!  The Devil!”  
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   The Son of Yahweh, experiencing again the Power as before he was 

born a man, thunders at this pestiferous midget with the voice of a 

trumpet, saying, 

“Behold, you Apollyon!  I am the right hand of Yahweh Sabaoth, 
whom you crucified!  I AM has sent me!  Look upon the one you 
pierced, and hear the words of the Master of Spirits, ‘THE EYES 
OF YAHWEH ARE UPON THE RIGHTEOUS, HIS EARS ARE OPEN 
TO THEIR SUPPLICATION, BUT THE FACE OF YAHWEH IS SET 
AGAINST EVIL-DOERS (1 Peter 3:12).  I arrived here for the 
purpose of undoing the Devil’s works (1 John 3:8), and that I 
will do.  Now, get thee behind me, Abaddon!  for it is written, ‘TO 
YAHWEH YOUR ELOHIM YOU WILL PAY HOMAGE, AND TO HIM 
ALONE WILL YOU RENDER WORSHIP.’”  
 

With these words, the sword of his mouth cuts Abaddon / Apollyon a 

magnificent new orifice, sending foul steams spewing forth as he 

bounced down, down toward the boiling slime of spiritual excrement 

below.  The pit remains sealed, as well as the fate of its King. 

 

What Now, St. Peter 

   Shimon Kefa tells us plainly,  

“Messiah died once for all for sins, the innocent One for the 
guilty many, in order to bring us to the Mighty One. He was put 
to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which He also 
went and proclaimed His Message to the spirits that were in 
prison, who in ancient times had been disobedient, while 
Yahweh’s longsuffering was patiently waiting in the days of 
Noah …” (1 Peter 3:18-20).  
 

   To the horrific disappointment of the Devil and his hoards of 

scorpion-beings, there, in the center of the earth, the Angel of 

Yahweh preached his most damning message to date – a far more 

blood-curdling oracle than any human prophet of former 
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generations.  The fires below exploded with tremendous violence, 

slime mixed with magma cascades angrily through the torpid air of 

the pit – and above, on the surface of the land, there’s an earthquake 

centered in on the Hinnom Valley.  In Jerusalem at that moment, 

the veil of the Sanctuary was torn from top to bottom, the earth 
quaked, the rocks split, the tombs opened and the bodies of 
many holy ones rose from the dead, and left the tombs, entered 
the city and appeared to many.  And the centurion and 
the others guarding Yahshua were terrified….” (Matthew 27:51-
54 exc.). 
 

SECUNDO 

A Wounded Healer 

     Yahshua the Nazorean awakes in dark agony.  His hands, feet, face 

and chest are all afire with pain.  Every joint’s out of place.  He 

remembers his ordeal now as the dead body slowly returns to life, 

blood and fluids again start to flow.  O, the pain!  He wrenches off the 

shroud with a whimper. Unwrapping the napkin, he lays it aside.  “I 

AM the sign of Jonah” – yes, he remembers everything.  

   It’s a long, stressful ordeal for him to roll off the cold stone slab, to 

swim through the spoiled vegetables piled on him, to roll off unto the 

bare stone floor.  Naked save for a loin cloth, he sees the light of day 

– for the tombstone is split: and there in the changing room, a fresh 

linen robe is folded – the priestly robe, fashioned after the manner of 

Melchizedek.  He dresses, painfully ties sandals on his deformed feet, 

and limps outside into the cool.  “He Lives,” sings a church in the 

wildwood, but barely.  Yet he’s not bleeding anymore; his burial 

wrappings and the aloes have stayed his blood and kept his wounds 
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clean.  He’s not been resuscitated – not at all; he’s arisen from the 

dead, as he said he would. 

  

Mariamene 

   “Mariamene!” he says in a whisper.  “Rabboni,” she whimpers, 

reaching for him.  “Don’t touch me, Mariamene.  I hurt too badly.  I’ve 

come out of Sheol, but I  HAVEN’T YET ASCENDED.  Pray for me 

instead; I will recover.  Then go tell my disciples.”  Mariamene prays, 

“Our Father, who art in heaven ….”  The Living Soul is yet in critical 

condition.  If he is touched, into pieces he may fly.  

  

Yosef 

  Yosef Ari Mattyah and Nakdimon were missed at the Feast.  Yosef’s 

men watched the tomb.  They saw the guards abscond in terror, and 

a great lightning bolt crack the stone.  Like good Samaritans, they all 

convey the gravely ill man out of the city, lodging him in a safe house 

west of the city, in Emmaus.   Nakdimon tells Yosef.  “I can’t even 

recognize him!”  Yosef replies, “What counts is that he’s alive. Now 

let’s go.” 

  

Ya’aqov Zaddik, Shimon of Cana & The Journey to Emmaus 

   Yahshua’s brothers, Ya’aqov ha Zaddik and Shimon of Cana (known 

as the Zealot), are challenged by Yahshua’s death.  If he said he’d rise, 

then he’ll rise!  In the foolishness of youth, they make a vow to 

Yahweh.  They won’t eat until they see their brother alive. Fasting 

was nothing for them.  They were religious men.  They fasted all the 

time.  But Yahweh would perform the miracle, or they’d die too.  
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   Young, treacherous Sha’ul (Saul – Paul), King Herod’s appointee to 

temple security, was looking for these boys – they had to get out of 

town.  Ya’aqov and Shimon topped the summit of the mountain west 

of Jerusalem on foot.  They’d walk to Joppa and secure passage 

for Heliopolis in Egypt where they had relatives. Late in the day, they 

approach Emmaus.  They try to debrief as they walk. 

   There’s a wretched leper on crutches ahead.  He hobbles out toward 

them; they’re horrified by his look – all bruised, swollen, wrapped, 

beyond recognition.  “Get out of here,” Ya’aqov howls.  But the 

cripple chirps weakly, “I want to know what you boys are talking 

about.”  The boys slow up, and Ya’aqov says, “Keep a distance 

between us.”  So the lame leper joins them.  The going’s sluggish, but 

the conversation’s fascinating.   The leper’s a scholar and a believer.   

   They stop at the Emmaus Holiday Inn.  Ya’aqov and Shimon tell 

their strange companion, “We’re staying here, old fellow – you stay 

with us – we’ll hide you and we’ll talk some more.”  The “old fellow” 

says, “This is my place – my Father owns it all.  I’ve been walking a 

little, recovering from a serious illness.  Why don’t we eat bread?”  

But Ya’aqov said, “No way. My brother and I are fasting.”  But 

Yahshua croons, “Eat your bread, Ya’aqov bar Yosef ha Zaddik!  It’s 

me, your other brother.”  While the astonishment is apparent, 

apparent, Yahshua chooses a flat loaf and breaks it before them. 

Recognition comes.  “Eat up; you need your strength.  THIS brother 

needs his rest.”  And Yahshua disappears into the back of the inn, 

leaving Ya’aqov and Shimon to wonder and rejoice.   “Did not our 

hearts within us burn as in the way he talked; unfolding all the 

mysteries of Scripture as we walked?” 
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   Thus each unto the other spoke; and then, under cover of night, 

they returned homeward to tell their friends the honest truth which 

now they had discerned.  

 

Kefa and Yochanon 

   Later on, the leper’s carried into a hotel meeting room 

on Jerusalem’s south side by his brothers, Ya’aqov and Shimon, and 

his benefactor, Yosef Ari Mattyah.  Nakdimon and others are there, 

including Levi, Andrew, Nathaniel, Zacchai, Philippos, Shalome and 

Yochana hiding in the corner. Ya’aqov points them out.  Yahshua 

sneaks up behind them, and hoots, “Shalom to YOU!”  These talmidim 

are scared to death, but their fear turns to joy before it turns back to 

fear. 

 

Yahudah Toma “Theuda” 

   Again Yahshua is with his brothers Ya’aqov and Shimon, and his 

sister Shalome.  Yahshua is no longer hooded.  He wears the linens of 

a Melchizedek priest.  He’s at the Bethany apartment of Maryah, his 

mother, who’s seen him in a dream.  They approach Yahshua’s other 

brother in the apartment. He’s Yahudah, Ya’aqov’s twin, known as 

both Theuda and Toma (Thomas).   “Shalom, brother!  Behold!” 

Yahshua parts his robe.  “Put your hand in my side.  Don’t 

be skeptical, but believe.” Yahudah Toma, the brother of Yahshua 

and his talmid, cries, “My master! It is you!”  
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Teaching 

   Ten days later, Yahshua is in the assembly room on Jerusalem’s 

southwest side, dividing the prophecies of Zechariah, Daniel and 

Esdras.  Now he’s on but one crutch, his swelling is down, his voice is 

clear.  Zacchai marvels to Ya’aqov what a fine recovery Yahshua is 

making from death to life.  Ya’aqov replies, “Yes, it’s remarkable.  He 

called on the elders of the assembly, we anointed him with oil, and 

he is recovering” (James 5:14). Yahshua calls forth Ya’aqov, and the 

rest.  “You too, Zacchai!  I have a special plan for you.”  Yahshua 

breathes on them the breath of life, and he gives them authority to 

breathe on others.  To Zacchai he says, “Receive the Ruach haQodesh 

(Holy Spirit).  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained” (John 20:22). 

 

Eating 

   Early in the month of Sivan, Yahshua is at Kfar Nachum on the 

seashore.  The sea air is doing him great good.  The leaders of the 

Sadducees are telling everybody that his body was stolen out of the 

tomb (Matthew 28:13).  The seminary professors are telling their 

students that Yahshua’s body had been eaten by dogs.  Sounds crazy, 

no?  Despite what they say, for the time being Yahshua’s entirely free 

of persecution.  He has broiled sardines for the fishers’ breakfast.  

They brought in a huge catch, 153 fish (13+53+33), and the crew was 

tired from hauling them in.  They rest now and eat.  Yahshua takes 

Kefa aside and points to the carps, flipping and flopping all over the 

rocky shore.  “Kefa,” says Yahshua, “do you like me more than these?” 

Yahshua points a broken finger to the carps (John 21:15). 
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Sha’ul 

    In a few short years, Yahshua fully recovers.  He’s survived 

crucifixion, but others have done that.  Yahshua died; his heart 

stopped, his brain stopped, his breathing stopped, his blood 

stopped.  For three days.  The Risen Savior finds himself now in Syria 

with three of his brothers – Ya’aqov the Zaddik, Shimon Cleopas of 

Cana, Yahudah Toma, Yahuda’s wife and children, and Maryah, his 

mother.  They’re all seeing Yahudah off at Damascus; he’s leaving the 

family and heading for the Indies with the Good News.   

   Ahead, there’s a caravan of Templers and Prushim.  “What are they 

doing in Syria?” Ya’aqov wonders.  Then he recognizes the man in 

charge from afar.  “Maryah!” belts Ya’aqov, “We must leave RIGHT 

NOW.  That’s Sha’ul’s troop, breathing murderous threats against our 

family.”  Yahudah adds, “Don’t forget how they beat Ya’aqov within 

an inch of HIS life last year!  (According to the Clementines.) We’ve 

got to go!  Now!”  But Yahshua says, “Calm down, dear brothers.  You 

just let me handle this Sha’ul.”    

 

Yochanon and Maryah 

   It’s ten years later.  Yahshua, Yochanon and Maryah are in Ephesus.  

Yochanon moved there with Yahshua’s mother after the execution of 

Yochanon’s brother, Ya’aqov, son of Zebediah (Acts 12:2).  Yochanon 

had lost father, mother and brother to the post-resurrection 

persecutions of the Nazoreans, but he has become a man in the last 

couple years and now remains faithful to death.  Yochanon has been 

appointed sholiach (missionary) to the new assembly in Ephesus, 
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and Yahshua’s mother has adopted him as son.  Yahshua sees both 

off safely in that famous city, and bids them farewell as he heads 

inland on foot.  

 

Galatia 

   Months later, The Assembly of Yahweh at Galatia is celebrating 

Passover.  These people are Gentiles – formerly pagans – who 

converted to strict religion.  Sha’ul, now Paul, taught them the story 

of Yahshua rising from the dead.  They believed the story. 

   Now there’s a stranger in the Sabbath service, a Jew.  Paul warned 

them about the danger of certain Jews.  When the sholiach ends his 

teaching and the Passover Haggadah is being said, this Jew boldly 

approaches the table, snatches the unleavened bread, tears it in half 

and holds it up.  There might have been a commotion, except that the 

Gentiles see the Jew’s mangled hands in the lamplight.  Despite the 

fact that they had never seen this Jew before, the people 

of Galatia know him. (Galatians 3:1) 

 

Rome 

   Yahshua is almost fifty, living in Rome with Aquila.  There are two 

assemblies in Rome – First Circumcised Assembly of Yahweh and 

First Uncircumcised Church of Chrestus – the first of Jewish and the 

second of Gentiles.  Both assemblies believe the same things almost, 

but culture divides them.   Yahshua means to bring the bodies 

together as one – just as he and the Father are one.  He calls a joint 

meeting.   Flavius Clement (Philippians 4:3) is the pastor of the First 

Uncircumcised Church of Chrestus and Aquila pastors the small First 
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Circumcised Assembly of Yahweh right in his house.  Yahshua teaches 

them all an old lesson, but new to them: 

“No one puts new wine into old skins; for the skins burst, the 
wine runs out, and the both skins and wine are lost. No; they put 
new wine in new skins.  Both are preserved that way.”  
 

The Prushim of Rome, and there are many, get wind of this meeting, 

and set fire to the building while Yahshua teaches.  A riot of fear 

breaks out among the people in the neighborhood.  Soon the hubbub 

gets to the Senate and Emperor Claudius expels all Jews, Christians 

and Druids, including Priscilla, Aquila, Paul and Clement (who isn’t a 

Jew).  “You get out of town, or else!”  This edict, backed by Roman 

forces, brought the two assemblies out of their buildings and united 

them in flight.   

   The Roman historian Suetonius’ history still avidly read 

today, “(Claudius) expelled the Jews in Rome because, incited by 

Chrestus, they were constantly creating an uproar.” (Suetonius, Life 

of Claudius, ch. 25.4.).  Chrestus the inciter is the Latin title “Christ.”  

The Risen Yahshua was again blamed for a riot sixteen years after he 

cleansed the Jerusalem temple.    

 

Kefa 

    Yahshua is sixty-five years old.   On a return trip from the Indies, 

Yahshua’s brother Yahudah was mistaken for an Egyptian bandit and 

crucified.  Two years ago, Caiaphas’ son Ananus pushed Yahshua’s 

brother Ya’aqov off the temple parapet.  His other brother, Shimon of 

Cana, is now the leader (mevaqqre) of the Jerusalem Assembly of 

Yahweh.  Maryah died some years ago at Ephesus in the house 
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of Yochanon, the overseer of seven assemblies in Asia.  Kefa, Aquila 

and Apollo’s are trapped in Rome, hiding – trying to get out again.  

Paul’s in Spain and on his way to Britain.  Some of the disciples 

of Yahshua have long since died.  Chrestus, the title by which Yahshua 

is known in Rome, is incognito. 

   Nearly all Rome burned last year; plague filled the city.  Thousands 

died, and now the crazed emperor Nero blames the Christians, 

Jews, Nazoreans.  His pregnant wife, Poppaea Sabina, a convert to the 

Nazorean faith of Yahshua, is the first to die.  Nero sets the example 

by kicking her to death.  The worst persecutions against any 

religious group have begun.  Believers tried to flee.  Aquila’s 

assembly disbanded. Clement’s church went into hiding yet again.  

   Shimon Kefa, Apollos, Demetrius, Hiram and Sabinus were stealing 

southwestward across Italy, hoping to make the port of Delos – 

where Spartacus had camped a hundred forty years earlier.  Luke, 

Rufus, Clement, Thecla and thousands of other believers were 

arrested and sentenced to die in the most heinous ways.  No writs of 

Habeas Corpus are forthcoming. Shimon Kefa’s fifty-five, five years 

past retirement age for Nazoreans, but still the icon of the 

movement.  The believers risk lives to send him out of the city, along 

with some youthful guardians.  Yet Kefa lags behind as the troop 

skirts a forest bend outside the city.  

   As he considers this terrible turn of fate, Kefa prays: “Father, help 

us to find our way to the brethren in Greece.”  Then he trudged on 

toward Delos and the sea, and says to himself, “I go afishin’!”  A ghost 

of a man with a cane pops out of a gumbo tree and limps toward 
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him.  Kefa sees a crippled leper – hardly able to walk at all.  “How’d 

HE get out here?” Kefa wonders.  

   The cripple stumbles up and stops Kefa cold.  “Shimon,” the man 

says.  “Quo Vadis?  Where are you going?”  There’s no mistaking the 

voice.  “Master,” Kefa cries, bending a knee.  “Where are you going, 

Master?”  Yahshua says, “Friend, I’m going into Babylon to be 

crucified afresh.” Kefa says, “No Master!  I’ll die for you. I will this 

time.”  Yahshua takes three dried figs out of his bag.  “Do you love me 

more than these?” he says, and hands over the figs.  Kefa knows 

what’s coming.  “You know I love you.”  Yahshua’s last words 

to Kefa are, “Feed my lambs.”  With a deep, disquieted sigh, Kefa tries 

again to see Yahshua’s face, but can’t.  So Kefa turns himself back – 

toward Rome to feed the Master’s sheep – and the emperor’s dogs. 

 

TRIO 

“Pray your flight may not be in the winter” (Matthew 24:20). 

 
   Yahshua is seventy years old.  He’s in Jerusalem living with his 

brother Shimon Cleopas of Cana, who met him on the Emmaus road 

after his resurrection nearly forty years before.  Yahshua feels his 

body disintegrating.  He was healthy for decades, then feeble, then 

leprous.  Now he’s getting lighter and lighter: matter is becoming 

energy.   E=MC2.  It’s a wonderful thing; his body is vanishing as his 

spirit angelizes.  It’s important he be here now; be strong for his 

brother’s family and the Assembly of Yahweh at Jerusalem.  Five 

legions of Roman soldiers surrounded Jerusalem two years earlier.  

They’d see the Holy City leveled and burned.  Inside the city, 
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conditions are horrific.  Many had turned to cannibalism, and the 

Jews were fighting each other for control of whatever meat was left.  

   Might we not here quote gallant friends who were living close to 

the time of this great tribulation, and who tell us mysterious 

histories concerning the siege on Jerusalem? We’ll start 

with Kefa’s disciple Clement, who may have been inside or outside the 

walls of Jerusalem at the time: 

“An evident proof of a great mystery is supplied in the fact that 
everyone who, believing in this Prophet who had been foretold 
by Moses and being baptized in His name, will be kept unhurt 
from the destruction of war impending over an unbelieving 
nation … But those who do not believe will be made exiles from 
their place and kingdom, that even against their will they may 
understand and obey the will of Elohim.” (Clement, 
Recognitions 1:39:3) 
 

  General Yosef ben Mattyah (Flavius Josephus), earlier of the 

resistance but now translator for the Roman general Titus, is 

definitely at the wall and very much involved in the assault 

against Jerusalem. He writes about an unexpected and fateful retreat 

of Roman allies: 

“It then happened that Cestius (the roman legate of Syria) … 
recalled his soldiers from the place [Jerusalem], and by 
despairing of any expectation of taking it, without having 
received any disgrace, he retired from the city, without any 
reason in the world.”  (Josephus, Wars II, XIX, 6, 7, 75 AD.) 
 

No reason in the world?  Maybe the reason came from another 

world. 

   And next we hear from Epiphanius, so-called church father 

and heresiologist of the 4th century: 
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“For when the city was about to be captured and sacked by the 
Romans, all the disciples were warned beforehand by an angel to 
remove from the city, doomed as it was to utter destruction. On 
migrating from it they settled at Pella, the town already 
indicated, across the Jordan.” (Epiphanius, On Weights and 
Measures, 15). 
 

So it is to the caves of Pella on the Damascus road, the disciples were 

told by the Angel of Yahweh to venture.  

   Now our last witness is Eusebius himself, church historian and 

theologian to the Roman Emperor Constantine: 

“Now this sect of Nazarenes exists in Beroea in Coele-Syria, and 
in Decapolis in the district of Pella, and in Kochaba of Basanitis – 
called Kohoraba in Hebrew. For thence it originated after the 
migration from Jerusalem of all the disciples who resided at 
Pella, the Messiah having instructed them to leave Jerusalem 
and retire from it on account of the impending siege. It was 
owing to this counsel that they went away, as I have said, 
to reside for a while at Pella” (Eusebius, Haer 29:7).   
 

Yet there is no inkling that any folks in this embattled city would 

ever get out.  How could they possibly?  The gates were shut and 

barred and guarded both inside and out.  And Rome was swarming 

around the outside of the fortress.   

  But just then, there was another miracle. 

  

The Amnesty of Jerusalem 

   The decree of Nero’s successor, General Galba in Rome, was 

heralded by his counterpart, General Titus, who had surrounded 

Jerusalem and was squeezing it for all its worth. Galba’s declaration 

is astounding – and a complete surprise to both friend and 

foe!  These are the words of Galba’s message: “By authority of Galba 
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of Rome.  Before we utterly destroy your capital and everyone 

therein, those of the good faith, come out the Damascus Gate and be 

free! ” 

   Galba was proclaimed acting emperor after the death of the 

antichrist Nero.  Believers in Yahshua within the walls of Jerusalem 

numbered to over five thousand.  Starving there and persecuted, 

they were very eagerly awaiting such a miracle of salvation, though 

they could hardly expect it would come out of the mouth of a Roman 

Emperor!  Yet they were ready for this kind of good news because 

the Angel of Yahweh, Yahshua the Anointed One, had predicted it a 

generation before, “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by 

armies,” he warned, “flee to the mountains.” (Matthew 24:7) 

   This was their chance, and, win Shimon as leader and Yahudah, 

Yahshua’s nephew, in charge of the exodus, the multitude formed 

outside the Essene quarter and began making their way northward 

through the wretched city toward the Damascus Gate. 

   Even though Yahshua had been crucified, died, arose, been an 

athlete, a cripple, a leper, traveled through Asia and Rome and back, 

and was over the allotted seventy years, he found his steps lighter 

and lighter, his pain gone, his spirits high – as he moved toward 

freedom with the Jerusalem Assembly founded upon faith in him.  

The multitude passes by the Praetorium, no longer the headquarters 

of Rome in the city, now full of the half-starved orphans and widows 

of the war.  Yahshua calls to them as they pass, “Children – come 

unto me – let no one hinder you!  HO, EVERY one of you who’s thirsty, 

come – we’re going to the waters; you who have no money, come and 

eat” (Isaiah 55:1).  Though there is grave danger, over three hundred 
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starving women and children step out of the huge edifice in faith and 

follow; no one stops them. 

   The entourage passes Gabbatha, where Yahshua had been whipped 

and slapped and bled out.  Looking beyond the Western wall, 

Yahshua sees his old enemy, the hollow eyes of Golgotha the Skull.  

Up ahead is the final gate, and the Assembly of Yahweh will find 

safety outside the walls.  Yet before the escape, one more serious 

challenge lies ahead.  A huge band of armed Essenes, Zealots, and 

Sons of Perdition, led by Pinchas the Slasher, a murderous Sicarii cult 

leader, guard the Damascus gate, awaiting anyone who dared take 

Galba up on his decree of escape. 

 

 The Confrontation with Pinchas 

   The Zealots bar the road and gate ahead, and Pinchas addresses 

Yahudah ben Yahudah (the leader of the Nazoreans and the son of 

the Yahudah who brought the good news to India) and his aging 

uncle, Shimon of Cana, with the words – “Nobody gets out!  If you try, 

you die.  Now empty your bags for us and go back where you came 

from, cowardly Minim (may your names be blotted from the book of 

life.)”  

   (Minim are heretics; the believers were of the Nazorean sect, 

declared heretics by both Temple and Rome.  They were hated by all 

sides of the internal conflict because they would not fight against 

Rome with the others.)  

   Shimon of Cana looks back at those whom he would have led to 

safety, especially the doomed children.  He speaks quietly to 

Yahudah, “Son, we must go back.  They mean what they say.  They’ll 
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kill us all.”  But Yahudah ben Yahudah was a brave young man.  

“No, Nuncle.  We’ll fight them.  We can overcome.  We out-

number them many times.  Yahweh is on our side.  And Messiah 

your brother is here.”  But Shimon replies, “No, Son.  We’re not 

killers like them.  We’ll have to go back.” 

   The Nazoreans lose their nerve, and the crowd behind doesn’t 

know what’s happening.   

   Both Yahudah ben Yahudah and Shimon of Cana are arguing as 

Pinchas the Slasher and his bodyguard approach with crescent 

swords drawn.  At this tense moment, Yahshua of Nazareth, lighter 

and stronger than at any other time in his life (save his meeting with 

Apollyon), steps to the fore.  Moving in between his brother Shimon 

and his nephew Yahudah, Yahshua says loud enough to be heard for 

a mile, 

“Hinneh!  Hinneh!  All you let this song be sung in 
the land of Yahudah: We have a strong city; SALVATION will 
Yahweh appoint for walls and bulwarks.’  Shimon my brother 
will keep you in perfect peace, those of you whose minds rest 
upon Yahweh: because my brother trusts in HIM. Confide in 
Yahweh forever; for Yah-Yahweh is the rock of ages.  He brings 
down all who dwell on high; the lofty city, he lays it low, he lays 
it low to the ground, he brings it to dust.  Your feet will stomp 
them down, even the feet of the stricken, the steps of the poor. 
The way of the just is uprightness: and you - you O Zaddik, make 
the path of the righteous even.  Yea, in the way of your 
judgments, O Yah, have we waited for you; your name is the 
desire of our soul.  (Isaiah 26:1,3-8) 
 

    Pinchas the Slasher, startled by the resounding voice of yet 

another elderly man, coyly moves forward to face him, and says to 

him in an ironic sneer, “Who are you, Sir?”  Yahshua replies in the 
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voice of a lion, “I am Yahshua, the one you are persecuting (Acts 

9:5).  The first and the last, and the living one.  I am the one who 

died, and hinneh – I am alive for ever, and I have the keys of Death 

and Sheol” (Revelation 1:17,18).  Now, open the gates so the 

righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in” (Isaiah 26:2).   

    Yahudah ben Yahudah and the rest of the Nazoreans leap up and 

down, but Shimon of Cana trembles in fear.  In the commotion, 

Yahshua turns to his brother and whispers, “Brother, Strengthen the 

weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.’”  And to Yahudah, he 

says, “Yahudah, son of my brother, say to those who are of a fearful 

heart,  

Be strong, fear not! Behold, your Elohim will come with 
vengeance, with the recompense of Yahweh. He will come and 
save you!” (Isaiah 35:3,4)  
 

   With a resounding CRACK the Damascus Gates break open – 

whether by man or angel, nobody knows.  At this speech and great 

noise, Pinchas the Slasher directs a loud command to his army, “Kill 

them all before the gate opens.”  Then, as the rebellious fall upon 

the Nazoreans, Yahshua cries with a loud voice, “Prepare ye the Way 

of Yahweh!  Make his paths straight!”  And when he says, “Make his 

paths straight,” the attackers draw back, then most of them fall to the 

ground, stricken, foaming at the mouth, gnashing teeth.  Some fall 

from the battlements about the gates; Some from the heights of the 

Temple. 

    Even the wretched Ananus, watching the spectacle from the same 

parapet from which he cast brother Ya’aqov a few years before, 

foams and falls himself.  And Yahshua, Shimon his brother, Yahudah 
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ben Yahudah his nephew, their families and the rest of the 

Jerusalem Nazoreans pass out the opened gate called Damascus – 

which translated means, “The Bloody Cup.”  Pinchas and his ilk who 

foam, they will never believe – but before month’s end, they’ll die in 

their sins, hacked to death by Roman swords and burned by fire, just 

as Yahshua predicted.  “O Jerusalem! Jerusalem!” (Matthew 23:37). 

   Outside the gates, at the Roman command post, General Titus 

Flavianus and his translator (the historian) Yosef ben Mattyah await 

the Nazoreans’ exodus from the city.  With him are King Agrippa, the 

one who’d interviewed Paul seven years earlier, and the princess, 

Bernice (Acts 25:13).   In ten years, Agrippa would rule Palestine, 

Yosef ben Mattyah would record this siege in a book, and General 

Titus would rule the world as Emperor of Rome.  

   Watching the scene with Titus stood his advisor, an old soldier 

named Longinus.  

 

Longinus and Titus 

   Longinus had served the Tenth Legion in Jerusalem ever since he’d 

been captured in Germany fifty years previously.  He’d made 

Centurion quickly – and soon after, leader of a thousand men.  At the 

zenith of his career, Longinus was a very influential man, a cult 

leader of sorts.  See, Longinus had been telling an amazing story for 

over forty years now – about how a Jew he crucified arose from the 

dead and was still alive.  This Jew, Yahshua of Nazareth, was the son 

of Iove (Jove), the greatest god of the Romans.  Longinus claimed that 

anyone believing his story might never die.  For a time, his comrades 

thought Longinus mad from killing.  But then, Yahshua began visiting 
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many who’d heard the story.  Now thousands of foreigners believed 

Yahshua was alive; and they followed Longinus, their storyteller. 

   The aged soldier, who always had the ear of his General Titus, 

reminded him now of the living dead man.  And though many of 

Titus’ men believed the tale, Titus wasn’t superstitious, and wouldn’t 

believe unless he saw such a man himself.  In the middle of the siege 

of Jerusalem, Longinus says to Titus, “Many comrades have seen 

this man and they want to see him again.  If you saw him, my 

general, you’d believe my story.  Now, would you like to see 

him?” “Of course,” replied Titus.  “Where is he?”  Longinus replied, 

“He’s in there,” pointing to the leader of the rabble now exiting the 

Damascus gate.  “Let him out, will you?”  

   And that’s how the amnesty of Jerusalem came into being, an 

invitation that eventually brought many of the general’s own 

confidents to belief. 

 

Habeas Corpus Redux 

   The Nazoreans are piling out through the Damascus gate, into the 

Roman custody of Longinus’ cohort.  There’s free food and water 

awaiting them: the old soldier had seen to it.  Finally, the last of 

the Nazoreans are out.  Then Yahudah ben Yahudah comes out with a 

child at each hand.  “Is that the man?” asks Titus.  “No, sir.  He’s too 

young.”  

   Then Shimon of Cana (also known by his surname, Cleopas), the 

leader of the Nazorean Assembly, comes out with another man.  

Titus says to Longinus, “That’s Cleopas, isn’t it?”  Longinus replies, 

“Yes, good for you.  I’ve known Cleopas for years.”  Titus asks, “Who’s 
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the other man?”  Longinus replies, “I’m not sure, except he may be 

their Syrian secretary.” Yosef, the historian and translator, takes a 

long look at the ‘Syrian Secretary.’  He would soon discover the 

secretary to be his long-lost father, a priestly writer by the name of 

Mattyah (Matthew), whom he thought long dead in the war.  But 

that’s another story. 

   Finally one more man comes out with a couple children. He is a 

light man – looking more like the flame of a lamp than a man.  At the 

sight of him, Titus exclaims, “By Jove, the great god, I can see right 

through him.”  Then the gates rattle closed by the rebels inside, 

having recovered from their fits.  As this light man approaches, 

General Titus asks his advisor, “Is that the man in whom I must 

believe to gain eternal life, Longinus?”  Longinus replies, “Ecce 

homo.  Habeas corpus”; which is translated, “Look at the man!  You 

should have his body.”  Amein.  (End of story.) 
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The Divisions of the World and the  

Amelioration of Hierapolis 

 

   After the resurrection, Yahshua the Messiah, still in need of 

recovery from his death, meets his disciples in Kokhba of the Galil1, 

in a secret apartment formerly known only to Shimon of Cana and 

Ya’aqov ha Zaddik.  It is nighttime: Yahshua’s intention is to give his 

closest associates direction on where they should go from there. 

   In a reply to their inquiry, “Who will be our leader?” he tells them, 

“Gallant friends – (for I no longer call you talmidim, but friends2) – 

To whom will you return when I depart from you?  Amein, amein, I 

tell you, wherever you come from and wherever you go, it is to 

Ya’aqov ha Zaddik you will always return; and after him, to Shimon 

of Cana you will return.3”  In the interim seconds, there grows some 

dissension in the minds of those gathered.  But Yahshua knows their 

minds.  Young, unbridled Yochanon bawls their thoughts, “Why 

Ya’aqov, and why do we not go to Shimon Kefa?”  Yahshua replies to 

Yochanon in an angry tone, “If it’s not my will that he tarry with you, 

what is that to you?4  I say, Go to Ya’aqov; it is now for his sake sky 

and land exist.”5  There is no further discussion about this matter at 

this time, since the Master appears to be very wroth over the 

questioning of his directive.   

   Next, the Master speaks to Philippos: “Congratulations6, Philippos, 

for to you, Yahudah Toma and Mattyah ha Levi is given the charge to 

write down the things that I say and do – all of them – all that you 

have seen and heard, so that you three may testify about the Sky 

Kingdom.”7  And you, Mariamene, are to accompany your brother 
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Philippos and Natanael bar Talmai on their road of testimony to lend 

your prophetic gifts to their mission; of that mission I will soon tell 

you.”8  At this command, Mariamene “the Companion” of Yahshua, 

smiles brightly as she is finally acknowledged openly as the 

prophetic voice of Yahshua’s mission, to the disdain of her arch-rival, 

Shimon Kefa.9 

   Again there is no discussion of these missions by the friends; each 

is now eager to hear their own directives.  So Yahshua continues, 

“You have heard me say, I came to cast fire upon the earth; and 

would that it were already kindled!  For whoever is near me is near 

the fire, and whoever is far from me is far from the Kingdom.  But 

now I am casting fire all over the world!  And see, I am watching over 

it until it blazes! 10  Philippos!  Take up your stylus and write what I 

say!”  Philippos quickly assents, and the prophesying continues. 

  “You, Ya’aqov and Shimon of Cana: I give you a sign! See to the 

completion of my deliverance of the world! I am not ignorant of you; 

I know you well as my brothers.11  So when I give you a sign – hear 

and know!12  The sign is tongues of fire and flame, like lightning from 

the sky!  Ya’aqov, Shimon, take my fire to Yerushalyim, Shomron, 

Peleset, Arabia, Phoenicia and especially to those is Caesarea, for you 

are the ruler and guide to the assembly of Yerushalyim.  You are to 

take note of what you see, say and do – write all in a book – and then 

you are to collect the books of all my emissaries so that there will be 

a record of what we say and do.13  Did you write this down, 

Philippos?”  Philippos hastily answers, “Yes, Master.”  “Will you see 

to this, my brothers?”  “We will,” say the brothers in one voice. 
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   “You, Yochanon Marcus and Mattyah ha Levi, I also give you a sign!  

See to the completion of my deliverance to the world!  Hear and 

know!  Marcus, Mattyah, take my fire to Alexandria, Thebes, 

Pelusium and all of inner Mitzraim, as far south as the Hindis14, for 

you are the ruler and guide to the assembly of Alexandria.  You are to 

take note of what you see, say and do – write all in a book – and carry 

your book back to Ya’aqov in Yerushalyim.15  Did you write this 

down, Philippos?”  Philippos again answers, “Yes, Master.” 

   “You, Shimon Kefa and Yosef Bar Naba, I give you a sign!  See to the 

completion of my deliverance to the world!  Hear and know!  Shimon 

Kefa, Yosef, take my fire to Antioch, Syria, Cilicia, Galatia, even 

Pontus in Asia, for you are the ruler and guide to the assembly of 

Antioch.16  You are to take note of what you see, say and do – write 

all in a book – and carry your book back to Ya’aqov in Yerushalyim.  

Did you write this down, Philippos?”  Philippos, somewhat 

exasperated by now, answers, “Yes, Master.” 

   “You, my brother Yahudah Toma, known as Thaddeus, I give you a 

sign!  See to the completion of my deliverance to the world!  Hear 

and know!  Yahudah, take my fire to Edessa, Adiabene, Nisibis, 

Arabia, Mesopotamia and India, including all the countries round 

about, for you are the ruler and guide to the assembly of Edessa.  You 

are to take note of what you see, say and do – write all in a book – 

and carry your book back to Ya’aqov in Yerushalyim.  Did you write 

this down, Philippos?”  Philippos answers, “Yes, Master.” 

   “You, Andros, brother of Kefa, I give you a sign!  See to the 

completion of my deliverance to the world!  Hear and know!  Andros, 

take my fire to Nicaea, Nicomedia, Bithynia, Gothia, and all the 
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countries round about, for you are the ruler and guide to the 

assembly of Nicaea.  You are to take note of what you see, say and do 

– write all in a book – and carry your book back to Ya’aqov in 

Yerushalyim.  Did you write this down, Philippos?”  Philippos 

repeats, “Yes, Master.” 

   “You, Ya’aqov and your brother, young Yochanon, Sons of Thunder, 

I give you a sign!  See to the completion of my deliverance to the 

world!  Hear and know!  Ya’aqov and Yochanon, take my fire to 

Ephesus, Thessalonica, Corinth, and the rest of Achaia and the 

countries around there, for you are the ruler and guide to the 

assembly of Ephesus.  You are to take note of what you see, say and 

do – write all in a book – and carry your book back to Ya’aqov in 

Yerushalyim.  Did you write this down, Philippos?”  Philippos again 

says, “Yes, Master.” 

   “You, Lukas, I give you a sign!  See to the completion of my 

deliverance to the world!  Hear and know!  Lukas, take my fire to 

Byzantium, Thrace, as far as the Danube River to the boundaries of 

the barbarians, for you are the ruler and guide to the assembly of 

Byzantium.  You are to take note of what you see, say and do – write 

all in a book – and carry your book back to Ya’aqov in Yerushalyim.  

Did you write this down, Philippos?”  Philippos reiterates, “Oh yes, 

Master.” 

  “You, Haggai and ben Hur, I give you a sign!  See to the completion 

of my deliverance to the world!  Hear and know!  Haggai, ben Hur, 

take my fire to Assyria, Armenia, Media and the countries around 

about Babylon, the Huzi and Gel, to the border of Hindi, even as far as 

Gog and Magog and the countries on all sides, for you are the ruler 
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and guide to the assembly of Babylon.  You are to take note of what 

you see, say and do – write all in a book – and carry your book back 

to Ya’aqov in Yerushalyim.  Did you write this down, Philippos?”  

Philippos changes – “Of course.” 

 

The Mission of Philippos, Mariamene and Natanael 

   Now the Master is quiet, and his assignment of territory to his 

haverim17 seems to be at an end.  The group begins to chatter, and 

some of the others who didn’t get assignments are either greatly 

relieved or feel they didn’t make the cut.  (They are to go to the 

barbarians!) But this time, Philippos interrupts so as to make his 

voice heard.  “Master, you promised to tell my sister and I and 

Natanael where we are to take the fire of your presence.”  The 

haverim become quiet again as Yahshua extends the hand.   

  “You, Philippos, Mariamene and Natanael, I give you a sign!  See to 

the completion of my deliverance to the world!  A most difficult 

mission, and one only suited to those who love me more than these.18  

You three take my fire to Hierapolis, the City of Vipers, where the 

springs heat Phrygia, for you are the ruler and guides to the 

assembly of Hierapolis.  Go to a certain believer there named 

Stachys. It is from his house that Mariamene will lead you into the 

mouth of the serpent.19  You are to take note of what you see, say and 

do – write all in a book – and send your book back to Ya’aqov in 

Yerushalyim.  Did you write this down, Philippos?”  Philippos 

reiterates, “Yes, Master.  What awaits us in Hierapolis?”  Yahshua 

replies, “Go and see.” 
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   Ten years later, Ya’aqov consults Philippos’ writings to check on 

Philippos’ mission – it has not yet gotten underway, and that’s no 

fault of Phillipos – several of the gallant haverim are still collecting 

provisions to get underway – most of these have been working 

locally under the authority of the Yerushalyim assembly elders – and 

not one of the remaining is in a great hurry now, for there are plenty 

of short-term missions for them.  Philippos himself has married, 

begetting four daughters in the meantime.  Natanael bar Talmai is 

also married, and has become a pillar in the “Zeal for Torah” 

movement In Yerushalyim.  Mariamene Migdala, Philippos’ sister, a 

great prophet in her own right, is traveling throughout Mitzraim 

along with a troop of talmidim – mostly women, but some men, too – 

teaching the mysteries of the faith.20 

   Ya’aqov ha Zaddik calls on Mattyah ha Levi, his all-knowing scribe, 

and says, “Do you by chance know of a brother in Hierapolis name 

Stachys?” Mattyah replies, “Oh yes.  We receive letters from him 

occasionally, mostly with pleas for help in sparking the fire in that 

city of vipers.  He is blind, you know.”  Ya’aqov then commands his 

scribe, “Take a letter.”  Mattyah, always faithful and at the ready with 

his stylus, reclines at table – “Ready,” he says.  Ya’aqov replies, “Then 

write:  

 

The Epistle of Ya’aqov to Stachys 

Ya’aqov, a slave of Elohim and the Master Yahshua Messiah, 

mevaqqre21 of the Assembly of YHWH in Yerushalyim, to 

Stachys, beloved in the Master and steadfast in the mysteries of 

belief, shalom.22 I understand that you have on several occasions 
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written of the plight of the beloved in Messiah in your city of 

vipers, and that the aid of a sholiach23 or two would perhaps 

enrich your soul and further the work of fire-building there.  I 

am happy to tell you that there have been three shlichim 

assigned to your assistance by the Master Yahshua Messiah 

himself, and that these three are very close to him, even his 

companions in life and haverim in resurrection.  So I present to 

you a sholiach; namely, Mariamene Migdal the Companion, as 

well as her brother Philippos, a scribe and their haver bar 

Talmai, to assist you in our common goal of not only hearing the 

word, but doing it even as the Master fulfilled his ministry unto 

death.  Undoubtedly, you have heard of these beloved ones and 

will appreciate them so as to receive them as haverim and 

marim24.  As you have asked in faith, nothing doubting, the 

Master provides you assistance in due time.  Please expect 

Mariamene and her contingency within the year.  Be patient, 

therefore, brother, until the coming of those sent to your 

service.  Greet the brothers and sister in the dispersion.  Amein, 

shalom, shalom. 

   “Do you have that, Mattyah?” says Ya’aqov.  “Yes, and I assume we 

have the funds to finally send them out,” says Mattyah.  “Indeed.  

Please get the letter off as soon as you can, but wait now – I have one 

more notice.  Who is closest to Hierapolis?” asks Ya’aqov.  “Why, 

Yochanon in Ephesus I think,” replies Mattyah.  Ya’aqov commands 

Mattyah, “Then send Yochanon a letter in my name and tell him to 

meet Mariamene in Hierapolis at Stachys house.  Perhaps we can get 

him over there first.”  There is a rather long pause.  Ya’aqov 
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continues, “Will you not ask me why I would also send Yochanon, 

brother?”  Mattyah doesn’t take the bait.  He knows that Ya’aqov is 

no double-minded man, or the Master would never have favored him 

over Kefa as head of the Movement.  “No,” says Mattyah.  “If 

Yochanon will go, let him go.” 

 

Mariamene and the Deliverance of Nicanora25 

  It has been raining torrents in Hierapolis, city of the viper, for 

weeks.  It will continue raining thusly until it stops.  Mariamene 

meets Stachys at his house after a long and eventful trip, and 

Philippos and Natanael bar Talmai are alongside her.  They have 

decided to split the ministry up into three parts: Mariamene will 

preach and pray, Philippos will work wonders, and Natanael will 

soldier and serve.  Despite the rain, their mission is soon 

accomplished.  No one is able to out-talk or outsmart Mariamene, her 

beautiful dissertations and prayers bring a great number of the 

viper-worshipers to repent and believe, while Philippos displays 

gifts of healing that the local temple priests and physicians cannot 

even fathom.  Natanael, through the power of Sabaoth, breaks 

through any evil sent their way, from the spiritual darknesses of that 

place to the temple guards who often show up to harass those 

coming to belief.  Even Stachys, the faithful pillar of the movement in 

that town, is supernaturally healed of his blindness, with something 

like scales falling from his eyes.  Despite the constant rain, the fire is 

falling, and Yahshua is there in spirit to watch it all burn with holy 

light and power. 
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  Then the day comes when all of this concord changes.  Nicanora, the 

wife of the tyrant of that place, has been bedridden for years with an 

unknown malady.  Her virgin servants, who had been attracted to 

the new faith, convince her to allow them to take her to the house of 

Stachys for prayer and perhaps even restoration.  Learning that the 

evangelists came from the land of Hebrews, Nicanora concedes, for 

she is the granddaughter of Hebrews (though this is known only to 

her).  Her servants secretly make her a rain-worthy litter and 

proceed to carry her the short distance to the home of Stachys.  

There, at the door, she encounters Mariamene, whose habit is to sit 

on the porch, exhorting anyone who passes by to come to the fire.  At 

the site of Nicanora, she helps the others get her litter situated on the 

porch, then immediately the spirit of prophecy fills Mariamene, and 

out pours a word to Nicanora fitting to publish here: 

  “You, beloved, you have been given in pledge to the viper; but 

Yahshua has come here to deliver you through us, to break your 

bands, to cut them and remove them from you from their very root, 

because you are my Hebrew sister.  But you have forsaken your 

father and forgotten the path to your mother’s house, and thus you 

have been in grave error.  But now you have left the temple of 

deception and the glory that is only temporary and have come to us, 

fleeing the enemy of your soul, whose realm is the dwelling-place of 

death and disease.  Look!  Now your redeemer has come to set you 

free; Messiah, the sun of righteousness, has risen upon you (despite 

all the rain), and he will enlighten you!”   

   Whereas Nicanora loudly and cheerfully confessed, “I am a Hebrew, 

daughter of the Hebrews, and here you speak to me in the language 
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of my fathers!  So I am adoring the goodness of Elohim, who has sent 

you even to this rude city, on account of his true stone26 held in 

honor, in order that through you we may receive the knowledge of 

him, and may live with you, having believed in him.”  At this, the 

evangelist Philippos and Natanael along with the virgins and all 

those in the house pray the prayer of deliverance for the lady, they 

all say the Amein, and Nicanora arises from her deathbed praising 

Elohim.    

 

The Tyrant and the Proconsul 

   It is at this very time that the tyrant of the place, Turannos, along 

with a cohort of his guards, approach Stachys porch.  The torrent of 

rain doesn’t prevent Turannos from loudly voicing murderous 

threats against the foreign cultists whom his wife has recently 

joined.  Before even Natanael can act, Turannos is upon his wife, 

taking her by the hair and dragging her out into the rain.  Shouts he, 

“I’ll be damned if I see you committing fornication with these foreign 

magicians, falling for the trickery of these deceivers.  I’ll cut their 

skin to pieces and put them to an ugly death”; and to his 

executioners, “Bring out these impostors of magicians!”  Immediately 

the cohort storms into the house and arrests Mariamene, Philippos 

and Natanael (as Nicanora and the virgins in the house are 

screaming bloody murder), and Turannos (with Nicanora’s hair in 

hand) leads them on toward the Roman Proconsul’s station, followed 

closely behind by the righteous Stachys and the rest. 

   Seeing them approaching, the Proconsul, full of the devil, gnashes 

his teeth, and cries out to his guards, “Torture these frauds who have 
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deceived many women and youth, saying they are worshipers of a 

god, while in truth, they are an abomination to all we believe.”  

Without hesitation, the torturers and executioners strip the 

evangelists naked and commence to beat them with leather lashes 

until they profusely bleed into the rain.  Further, they lash the three 

together and drag them down the rough streets to the gates of their 

grisly, serpentine temple.  A crowd there gathers; and the people, not 

yet quite knowing what is going on, wonder at the patience of the 

three, them being so violently and inhumanely tortured.  But the 

saints who stand by are magnified by their endurance; they praise 

Elohim, saying the amein. 

   The not a few men, husbands of those women who had come to 

believe, cast many accusations against the evangelists.  “Since they 

came, our city has been full of fatal mishaps!”  “The rain has not 

stopped!”  “The serpents, sons of the Great Serpent, have died!”  “The 

temple has fallen into ruins since they came!”  Then was spoken the 

one true accusation that could be put upon them: “They have 

deluded our wives, our sons and our daughters, telling them, ‘Be 

chaste!  Commit to self-restraint!  Fear only the true Elohim, and 

cleanse yourself from idols and their filthiness!’” 

   The Proconsul, more enraged than ever, shouts to the accusers and 

the rest, “Why need you even speak of these things, seeing as how 

they’ve bewitched even my wife.  Since then, she has had a strange 

light about her; she speaks in a strange language; her, staying up the 

whole night praying; and seeing someone named Yahshua through 

the window (when all I see through that window is a blinding light).  

Since that time, I have been afraid of her on account of her luminous 
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Yahshua!”  Without much further ado, the Proconsul makes a fatal 

decision.  “Let all us accusers go into the temple, and let us hang the 

men on the temple doors.”  At this, the accusers, led by the Proconsul 

and Turannos (who has by now commended his wounded wife to 

her virgins), rush into the temple proper dragging Philippos and 

Natanael with then, where they commence to nail  Philippos head 

downward to one door while chaining Natanael to the opposite.  

(Fortunately, even this crowd is ashamed for Mariamene, and 

Nicanora’s virgins see that she is again covered and her wounds 

attended to.)   

   Now Philippos’ piercings are mortal, and as he hangs there (and as 

the crowd in the temple jeer and spit), his pain seems to melt away.  

He says to Natanael, “Brother, the blood is draining out of me very 

quickly now, and I am dying; but I feel someone is praying for me, for 

now I feel no pain, and my wounds are as trophies and awards.”  

Natanael says through bloodied lips, “Indeed, brother, someone must 

be praying powerful prayers for us.”  Philippos continues, “See this 

pool of blood?”  Despite the rain, there is a large pool of blood on the 

ground beneath Philippos’ head.  “If you survive, plant the seed of a 

vine in this bloodied ground so that grapes will herein grow.  Harvest 

the grapes and make new wine for the Great Thanksgiving at the 

table of our beloved friends.  Let us drink to the blood of the martyrs 

heretofore, that those believers in this city may never forget what 

happened today.” 

 

Yochanon on the Scene 
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   It is at this very time when Yochanon, sent by Ya’aqov, arrives on 

the scene and asks some of the bystanders, “What is going on here?”  

On further inspection, he sees his gallant chaverim Philippos and 

Natanael swinging in and out of the temple on its doors, and he 

swiftly gets the full story of what is transpiring from believers 

nearby.  Yochanon is the son of thunder; his temper is strong and his 

will is weak.  Seeing the temple almost full of unruly, unrighteous 

people, and seeing that they are no longer paying much attention to 

their prey, Yochanon approaches the martyrs.  Natanael sees 

Yochanon and gurgles, “Ah! So it is you praying for us.”  “Indeed,” 

shouts Yochanon through the torrent, “It is I; and I am beside myself 

with anger at this temple crowd and with pity for you, my brothers.  

But fear not.  All is not lost.  I will call down the powers of the sky on 

this temple (as I would have on the Shomroni27) and destroy them 

all!”  “No, you must not.  Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought 

for what is noble in the sight of all.”28 

   But Yochanon would not be dissuaded.  As he stirs up his courage 

to destroy the evildoers, a painfully loud blast shoots out of the earth 

as the ground begins to shake and quake, and with a powerful groan, 

the temple and its court began to disappear into a gigantic sinkhole.  

Down it slowly plunged, into the earth, while the crowd within tries 

desperately but unsuccessfully to push itself toward the temple 

doors and safety, there where the martyr Philippos is gasping for his 

last breath.  Down, down into oceans of water from the rain and mud 

and clay, gooey, sticking to everything while all but the temple doors 

are being swallowed whole.  Down, down slide the sordid folks who 

had brought accusations against the holy; down into the slime of an 
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abyss.  The earth opens up upon the temple until there is little else 

left but a multitude swimming in the cream of mud, muck, mortar – 

and snakes of all shapes and sizes.   In short order, through the chaos 

and panic of the moment, the temple, with its swarming beasts, 

broken altar, and all its accoutrements, is solid gone.  

   Now come the confessions of the perishing in gurgled shouts: 

“Have mercy upon us, theos29 of these righteous ones, have mercy 

upon us!  Show yourself to us, we who are going alive into Hades!  

Indeed, we have unjustly crucified your emissaries!”  The loudest of 

all was the Proconsul, who cried, “O you , the one my 

wife sees out the window, rescue me!”  At this confession, the voice 

of one person is heard to say, “Yea, I will be merciful to you in a cross 

of light… .” 

   While the townspeople remain aghast at the sordid scene, it is 

Yochanon, the one who a minute earlier wanted to destroy the place, 

rallies the chaste youth into a rescue team.  Fetching the very same 

leather bands used to beat the holy three, the youth begin to fish out 

the survivors, until all these ruthless men were safe at the edge of 

the crevasse.  Meanwhile, Yochanon tears the chains off Natanael, 

loosing him from the one door; but Philippos is another story since 

they had nailed him up, and he is already dead.  Yet as soon as 

Yochanon is able to pry him loose, the rain stops. 

   The living are accounted, and only one soul is missing – that soul is 

determined to be Turannos, who is never found; but if truth be 

known, his body lies forever in Hades beneath the altar of the Viper. 

 

Yochanon’s Encounter with Yahshua 
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   It is at this point that Yahshua himself appears to Yochanon, who is 

amazed since he hasn’t seen the risen Messiah these last eleven 

years.  He said plainly and to the point, “Yochanon, didn’t you hear 

my slave Natanael prophesy to you to ‘repay no one evil for evil,’ yet 

you would as before open the earth or call down fire on these 

sinners?  Who puts his hand to the plow and looks backward?  Or 

who gives away his lamp and sits in darkness?  Or who gives his land 

away to sit on a manure pile?  And how have you become, O 

Yochanon, unmerciful, prepared to curse your enemies to the death 

in anger?”  To this Yochanon answers (now even more wroth with 

the rebuke), “Why are you mad with me, Master?  Because I would 

curse our enemies?  Then why did I not tread them underfoot when 

they were swimming in the abyss?  No, I saved them when I heard 

them cry out.  And you know that on account of you I came into this 

city, and having just arrived, I straight away persecuted all the evils 

and devils of this place, and did so in your name.  And now the 

temple is gone, as are the idols and all the other demonic effects 

attached to them.”  The Savior answered, “Yes, Yochanon – in these 

things you have done well, yet in the one thing you greatly lack.” 

   Very willing to change the subject, Yochanon asks the Master, “Now 

what of these?”  He points to Mariamene and Natanael, who are 

weeping along with the virgins who were ministering to them.  

Yahshua answered him, “Mariamene, the Companion, is finished here 

– send her to the Yarden River to wash her clean and thus resume 

her ministry in Mitzraim.  As for Natanael bar Talmai, he is finished 

here too.  Send him to Lycaonia30, where sinners are already 

preparing him a stake.  But Philippos – he is to remain here with you, 
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for his ministry is only just beginning, as is yours.  Amein, shalom, 

shalom.”  And with this farewell, Yahshua ha Moshiach departs 

westward, toward Ephesus, toward Rome.   

 

Epilog 

   Forty days pass quickly, and in those days, Mariamene and 

Natanael bury Philippos in the very place where his blood spilled out 

upon the ground.  The abyss is filled in, and on that ground is planted 

a hardy arbor of vines, nourished by the blood of the martyr.  That 

land is consecrated as sacred, and a pillar is raised to commemorate 

what happened there.  An assembly house is planned next to the 

arbor, and Natanael, Mariamene and John consecrate the faithful 

Stachys as overseer and pastor.  Yet even before a building goes up, 

Nicanora and the faithful assemble on these sacred grounds to 

glorify Elohim and pray without ceasing, unhindered as before by 

men of evil intent.  Almost all in the city now believe, and Natanael 

gives Stachys leave to baptize all who believe in the name of Yahshua 

ha Moshiach.   

   At the end of these days, the Master appears again, this time in the 

form of Philippos, to Yochanon, Mariamene and Natanael.  He said, 

“Go away now to the places appointed you, for this plant in this city 

has been set apart unto me, and will bear excellent fruit.”  And 

having said goodbye to the brothers and sisters there, and praying 

for each of them, they depart from Hierapolis (once called 

Ophioryma, “City of the Viper”): Yochanon to Ephesus, Mariamene to 

the Yarden, and Natanael to Lycaonia, with Stachys and his chaverim 

remaining behind, writing this history for Ya’aqov ha Zaddik, and 
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maintaining the congregation of Yahshua ha Moshiach, to whom be 

esteem and strength forever.  Amein.    

                                                             
1 Matthew 26:32. 
2 John 15:14,15. 
3 Acts of Philip 1. 
4 John 21:22. 
5 Gospel of Thomas 12. 
6 , translated congratulations as per the Scholar’s Version (SV): Miller, The 
Complete Gospels, 65. 
7 Pistis Sophia (Belief Wisdom) can be found at www.gnosis.org/library/psoph.htm; 
Yahshua here personifies the Kingdom in himself.  This section of testimony may be 
found in Hennecke, New Testament Apocrypha, Volume 1, 272.  Pistis Sofia is probably 
referring to the Gospel According to Matthew, the Gospel According to Thomas, and the 
Gospel According to Philip. Thomas is found in Layton, The Gnostic Scriptures.  An 
important note on Gnosticism and Apocrypha – just because a document is labeled 
“Gnostic” or “apocryphal” by scholars does not mean that there is no historical value 
in the content!  For Philip, see note below. 
8 Roberts & Donaldson, The Acts of Philip from The Ante-Nicene Fathers Translations of 
the Writings of the Fathers Down to A.D. 325, 497. 
9 Mariamene is Philip’s sister, known as “the Migdal.” That she was the “companion” 
() of Yahshua is recorded in the Acts of Philip, as is her call to accompany her 
brother and his entourage. Philip can be found in Roberts & Donaldson. 
10 Luke 12:49, Thomas 82 & 10. 
11 Ya’aqov and Shimon, as we recall, were together when they met the recovering 
Yahshua on the Emmaus road, and they did minister together in Jerusalem after 
Yahshua departed from the Galil for a combined total of 80 years. 
12 The First Apocalypse of James 1. Robinson, 260. 
13 The carving the world for fire is a combination of Matthew 3:11 and a lengthy 
dissertation in The Teaching of the Apostles, found in Roberts & Donaldson, 670 – 672. 
14 Hindis – that is, the Hindis south of Egypt.  At that time as now, cities contained a 
significant minority (majority?) of Indians.   
15 That these books were to be collected and stored by Ya’aqov / James is documented 
in both the “Letter from Kefa to Ya’aqov” and the “Letter from Clement to Ya’aqov; 
Snyder, Nazarene Acts of the Apostles, 255, 266. 
16 Kefa served as priest to Antioch until his calling away to battle with Shimon Magus in 
various cities all the way from Antioch to Rome.  For the full story of Kefa’s struggles 
with Shimon, see Snyder, The Nazarene Acts of the Apostles (The Recognitions of 
Clement) available at www.apostolia.us.  Kefa was later reassigned by Ya’aqov to the 
city of Rome and all Italy, Spain, Britain and Gaul. 
17 Haverim = friends. 
18 John 21:15. 
19 The Acts of Philip 3. 
20 Gospel of Mary 5:1-3.  The mysteries of the faith – Romans 16:25-27. 
21 Mevaqqre = overseer, ruler. 
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22 James 1:1,3. 
23 Sholiach, shlichim = emissary (apostle), emissaries. 
24 Marim = masters. 
25 This story loosely follows The Acts of Philip, Roberts & Donaldson, 497ff.  
26 Isaiah 28:16. 
27 Luke 9:54. 
28 Romans 12:17. 
29 Theos = god, Greek – the language of the place. 
30 Acts 14:6. 
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The Jesus Family in the “Jesus Family Tomb” 
  
I would suggest you read over the Discovery Channel site before 

delving into the historical fiction below.  You will want to return here 

after you see the video program.  Or just forge ahead to the story. 

   The Discovery Channel aired “The Lost Tomb of Jesus” (the Talpiot 

tomb) in March, 2007.  The 

claims made by the film-makers 

were that they had found the 

tomb of the family of Yahshua, 

that they had his DNA, that Mary 

Magdalene was in there, and 

that they had a son who was in there.  The bone boxes (ossuaries) of 

other biblical characters were there, too.  As a long-time student of 

archaeological findings and Christian origins, I found the discovery 

fascinating.  What I couldn’t agree with was the direction in which 

the filmmakers took the discovery.  Their rock-solid conclusion was 

that Mary Magdalene was the mother of ‘Jesus’’ son, and that she 

eventually took her son to safety in Europe. When the Magdalene 

died, her body was sent back to Palestine and interred in the 

Jerusalem tomb. If you saw this presentation then you’ll know what 

I’m writing about.  If you didn’t, you may still see clips and 

presentations on You Tube.  
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Note: The Toledoth (genealogy) for Maryah mother of Yahshua is 
found in Matthew 1.  The Toledoth of Yosef aka Zadoc father of 
Yahshua is found in Luke 3:23ff.  Most doctors have these mixed up, 
but textual evidence in Matthew 1 assures us that this toledoth is 
that of Maryah. 
 

It Is the Real Thing 

For the sake of my presentation, let’s temporarily believe that the 

“Jesus Family Tomb” is authentic.  I don’t have time or space to define 

all the terms or tell all the history behind what I am presenting to 

you.  Rest assured what I’m writing is based in fact, not the 

incredulous presumptions of the DaVinci Code crowd.  You may 

easily verify most of what I write by simple internet searches, 

reading Josephus, Philo or Eusebius, using the Search Engine at 

JacksonSnyder.com, or purchasing or any modern scholar’s book of 

the subject.  Let the story begin: BUT PLEASE NOTE THAT THE 

FOLLOWING IS HISTORICAL FICTION. 
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The Sons of Alfai to the Temple in Heliopolis 

We read in our histories 

that when Joseph, the son 

of the famous Jacob, was 

raised from prison to 

become the administrator 

of Egypt, he received 

Asenath in marriage, a 

priestess of the sun god 

On.1 Joseph, as a 

worshiper of YHWH, 

certainly had some 

influence in Egypt’s 

acceptance of Monotheism 

around 1400 BC.2  But 

when Joseph was gone 

and forgotten, the priests 

of On brought back the old 

Egyptian gods and 

expelled or killed the 

priestly families and 

ultimately anyone who 

would not worship them.  

   Many of the Hebrews in Egypt used the Nile as an escape route, 

finding safety south of the Egyptian border, in Cush, Numibia and 

Ethiopia, where some remain to this day (and are known to 

outsiders as Falasha3).  Our story begins in the town of Alfai, on the 

    Halfa 1941 and current, covered by Lake Nasser 
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Nile River in what is today called Sudan, just south of the Egyptian 

border.  Alfai is a sanctuary town, protected by the Cushite 

Kingdom4 as sovereign territory, off-limits to the armies of Egypt, 

Greece and later Rome. It takes its name from the fact that it is the 

first city south of Egypt – “Alfai” (alpha) means “first” just like “alpha 

and omega” means “first and last.” 

   500 B.C.: Over the next centuries arises a dynasty among the Alfai 

Hebrews of the line of Solomon by Menelik, the son of the Candace of 

Abyssinia (Ethiopia). These priest-kings were unique as they had the 

power to regulate the weather, cast out 

swarms of locusts, and heal the sick in the 

name of YHWH. Over the centuries, the Alfai 

kings’ descendants became known 

throughout the dispersion of Israel as 

rainmakers and healers; their presence and 

gifts were highly valued everywhere. They 

became known as “Ben Chalfai” or “Sons 

of Alfai.”  A few of the Sons of Alfai are still 

known today from ancient texts we all can read, such as Honi the 

Circle Drawer5, Yahudah the Galilean, and Ya’aqov and Levi, “Sons of 

Alphaeus6” in the New Testament.7   (Alphaeus is not a man; Alphaeus 

may instead refer to a city in Cush and also a caste of priest-kings.) 

   200 B.C.: This brings us to the Egyptian city of Heliopolis where we 

find a community of Hebrews, many of whom migrated back to 

Egypt from Cush after the persecutions of King Ptolemy Philopator 

about 210 BC. King Ptolemy rounds up all those of the tribe of Judah 

who would not take the mark of the god Dionysius or wear the Greek 
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hat; he had them corralled in the stadium at Alexandria. If they won’t 

give up the peculiarities of their faith, he would murder them all in 

one of the most creative ways imaginable: he would order the army’s 

five hundred elephants to be drug-crazed then stampeded through 

the stadium upon the Hebrews inside.  

   Though Ptolemy attempted the massacre a few times, YHWH stole 

the plan from his mind. YHWH instructed Ptolemy not only to set the 

captives free, but to commend them.  This commendation ultimately 

led to the Jews gaining permission to rebuild the Temple of YHWH in 

Egypt and reinstall the legitimate Zadokite priesthood.  All this in 

fulfillment of Isaiah 19:18-21 (excerpted here): 

In that day there will be an altar dedicated to Yahweh in the 
center of Egypt and, close to the frontier, a pillar dedicated to 
Yahweh, and this will be a sign and a witness to YHWH Sabaoth 
in Egypt. In that day there will be five cities in Egypt … pledging 
themselves to YHWH Sabaoth; one of them called City of the 
Sun.8  
 

Few today realize that, while the priesthood of the Jerusalem Temple 

was being bought and sold, a Temple of YHWH manned by the 

proper order of Zadokite priests existed in Egypt for 240 years, 

including the entire lifespan of the Messiah. And that the temple 

would be in the city of Heliopolis, which means “City of the Sun.” The 

announcement of the building of a new temple draws contractors 

and artisans from all over Africa.  A few of these builders journey up 

from Alfai.  Some of them are “Sons of Alphai,” now lay priests with 

construction skills, who could on occasion still call down rain, cast 

out locusts, and heal the sick. 
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Twins Marry Twins: Yohana & Yosef; Cleo(patra) & Cleopas 

   So it is now about 10 BC; and in Heliopolis of Egypt not far from the 

Temple of YHWH. Here lives a small community whose ancestors 

came up to build the Temple, descendants of “the Sons of Alfai,” by 

which surname they are still known.  And they still follow the trade 

of their ancestors – the building business (that is, of the tekton of 

Mark 6:39). These few families had been successful enough in their 

generations to inherit the wealth required to set up business in a 

new location, and they are blessed by YHWH and set-apart for great 

things to come.  

   There are two sets of twins, twins married to twins, descended 

from the builders of the temple.  Twins were common in their 

ancestry, and their intermarriage is not uncommon among David’s 

descendants since prophecy decreed a Davidic Messiah to restore 

Jerusalem to holiness and order.  One set of twins are named by 

Eli their father in the Hebrew style: they are Yohana and Yosef, 

surnamed Alfai.  The other set are named by Lebbaeus their father in 

the Egyptian style: they are Cleo(patra)10 and Cleopas, surnamed 

Alphaeus. 

   So we have two families from the same place with two different 

sets of customs, but each as Hebrew as the other, with one set Greco-

Egyptian and the other Hebrew-Egyptian, ready to merge, and take 

on the task of trying to discover their common heritage. 

   The surnames Alfai and Alphaeus mean the same thing (as we will 

see later), yet the uniting of the Greek and Hebraic surnames is a sign 

to both that they have really been but One (Alef) from the beginning. 

Cleopas marries Yohana and Yosef marries Cleo(patra).  
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   The double marriage unites cousins and businesses too. They have 

worked together for generations anyway, and they will need a bigger 

company if they are going to contend for business outside of Egypt, 

where great building projects are shovel-ready.  Herod the Great, so-

called, has many magnificent projects going all over Palestine, and it 

is their intention to be hired for some of them, even if it means 

pulling up stakes in Egypt and moving back to Bethlehem, their 

ancestral town of origin. 

   Being of the line of both David and Zadok the Priest is taken 

seriously, and the Sons of Alphaeus (as they are called by most 

others) are very faithful to their Hebraic roots. Though they’ve been 

brought up in the shadow of the Heliopolis Temple, the faith 

of their fathers and mothers never fit well with temple-Judaism. 

What is the purpose of killing animals if one neither raises them nor 

eats them? The Sons of Alphaeus are strictly vegetarian. In their 

religious lives, they find personal prayer enlightening and individual 

ministry edifying, and good deeds more pleasing than either money 

or sacrifices.  Though the Torah remains their Law, they’re more 

interested in do’s than don’ts – and there is much good to do. Since 

Sons of Alphaeus are contractors, the real work is now done by 

skilled sub-contractors.  The brothers-in-law Yosef and Cleopas have 

plenty of free time to be spent with family, education and worship.  

   With whatever seed is required within the human heart for a 

harvest of good works and a pleasing life – it had been planted 

within them.  Hardly is a Torah necessary for such hearts; they 

would not disobey even had they never known of it; they 

simply could not. They loved too much.  Some people are just born 
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pretty good – with seven or eight parts light inside and just a little bit 

of darkness.11  After all, these are men and women of legend – 

worthy of awe and inspiration – priests just as much as any in the 

temple – of a higher priesthood that doesn’t require robes and 

bloodied knives – priests who would command weather, reproach 

plagues and heal the sick – bred of the seed of good and set-apart 

men and women ( – set by the Almighty in the midst of an evil world 

as salt and light) – hardly even subject to death (– some said they 

would live for a thousand generations12) – yet even when they die, it 

is unto the resurrection of the just.   

   By this time, the ancient title of Alfai Priest is passing into 

insignificance while their new identity is published by the 

philosopher Philo the Jew. He simply calls the Alfai 

priesthood Healers (or Therapeutoi/ae).  Cleopas and Yosef are hard-

working yet highly religious healers.  And they have been educating 

themselves all along – they participate in the study of the ancient 

manuscripts: they can read Coptic, Greek, Aramaic, and a little 

Hebrew.  As a people set apart, they have a tradition of study, 

weather prediction, and healing through prayer and natural 

substances.  

   The Healers are known for high ethical standards. If necessary, they 

aid orphans and widows as commanded in Scripture.  They see to the 

welfare of the poor.  They take in children when possible. The money 

they make through their businesses, which is considerable, they 

place in a common fund to better the community, caring for both the 

less fortunate and those called to study Scripture.13  The more they 

make, the more they can help.  And though he is not very involved 
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with the Heliopolis temple his kin helped to build, Yosef is known in 

religious circles as haZaddik, “Yosef the Just.”14 I doubt that there is 

one soul who has read this far and would still not enjoy being known 

as a righteous man or woman. 

 

Children of Yosef and Cleo(patra) – Yohana, Ya’aqov & Yahudah 

   Twin sons are born to Yosef and Cleo(patra), Ya’aqov and Yahudah 

(Jacob aka James and Judah aka Jude). 

   Ya’aqov (James) receives the inherited title Alfai, which designates 

him as the alef, or firstborn, of twins. His ancient surname Alfai now 

has a second meaning.  He will become known to historians as 

“James the Just”; but to Christians as “James, son of Alphaeus” or 

“James the Less” (both unfortunate errors contributing to the loss of 

this historical person’s identity), and have his letter to the Israeli 

dispersion published in what is to become known as the New 

Testament. Being the first-born son, Ya’aqov is set-apart for a life of 

study and ministry. At an early age he is sent to live among the 

Essenes (men of perfect holiness) of Mount Carmel not far from 

Netzeret.  Though he is sorely missed in family life, his parents know 

that he will be a gift to YHWH and the people of Israel. Besides, 

Mount Carmel is not so far away that he can’t return home 

occasionally.  

   Ya’aqov will take a significant place in secular history as the 

founder of the Assembly of Yahweh at Jerusalem and the overseer of 

the Nazorean Faith explosion in the mid-first century. 

   Yahudah is the second of twins, and receives the surname T’ma, 

which means “twin.” He will become known to scholars as Judas 
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Didymus15 Thomas, the author of a New Testament letter as well as 

(what is often called) the fifth “gospel” (Gospel of Thomas). He is 

known to Christians as “Jude son of James” (in another erroneous 

translation).  Yahudah’s fate is quite different than his brother’s. As 

the didymos “twin,” he is put to the education of work among the 

supervisors of the family business.  Yahudah will also play a 

significant role in the Nazorean movement as the torchbearer (the 

thad-daeus) of the movement in Asia as far as India. 

   Several years after the twins, Yohana (a girl) finally comes forth, 

named for her father’s sister, whom she resembles.  Yohana is 

betrothed before she was born to a Levite in Jerusalem, a descendant 

of an aristocratic though waning family. This old custom of infant 

betrothal was then still practiced, though in fact, the betrothed 

seldom ended up in marriage. And a thousand years after her birth, 

she will be known only by a name – Joanna. What may never be 

known is that “Joanna” and her Levite husband-to-be are the 

grandparents of a Roman emperor’s adopted son, Flavius Josephus 

the historian. And though a great joy will come to the family of Yosef 

later, for now there is mourning; for mother Cleo does not live 

through her daughter’s birth. 

   Death in childbirth is a very common occurrence at this time (as is 

death from anything - life expectancy was 29 years); it seems that 

YHWH would prevent such happening among the righteous, though 

we are told that the rain fells trees on both sides of the river (Ecc 

11:3). Yosef is now a widower and plans to remain unmarried. His 

children all attended to, his beloved gone; he will live a free man in a 

fettered world, choosing his work, redeeming his time, continuing in 
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righteousness. But something is bound to happen in his life that will 

change his satisfaction to urgency. 

 

Twins of Cleopas and Yohana – Shimon and Shalomee 

When Yosef married Cleo, Cleopas also married Yohana I, Yosef’s 

sister.16 It’s not surprising that this couple also had twins: Shimon 

and Shalome.  (By the way, did I mention Yosef and Cleopas were 

distant cousins?  Marriage within the extended family was expected 

and blessed in those days.) 

   As the firstborn, Shimon, like Ya’aqov, is meant to enter into the 

Essenes for his education.  Unlike Ya’aqov, Shimon is too distracted 

for a life of utter holiness, and he rebels. In his early years, he 

becomes known for rebellion and Israeli nationalism, gaining him 

the surname “the Zealot.”  But soon Shimon falls in love and settles 

down in the village of Cana of Galilee, which gains him yet another 

surname, “the Shimon of Cana,” setting him apart from thousands of 

other Shimons in the territory. 

   His significance in the Nazorean Movement is that he becomes the 

overseer of the Jerusalem assembly after the execution of his cousin 

Ya’aqov in 62 AD.  He will be the editor of a short book of great 

influence among Christian scholars of the 21st century; the book?  

The Teaching of the Twelve (also known as Didaché). Secular history 

will allot him one hundred-twenty years before his crucifixion, with 

oversight of the Movement for forty. 

   Born into a community of Healers (and unlike her more traditional 

cousins in Israel), Shalome becomes a very well-educated woman 

who chooses her own husband on the basis of love and faith.  Two 

280



 

 

notices about Shalome survive, both of which are quite important.  

As an icon in the Nazorean movement of Egypt, history has been 

written that Yahshua (Jesus) and Shalome were very close, he 

making his home in her house, dining at her table and discussing 

matters of spirituality, experience, even mysticism.  

  The second contribution is a hymnbook that has caught the interest 

of 21st century scholars and religious laypeople.  That book has 

become known as The Odes of Solomon. Egyptian and Syrian 

literature tells us that Shalome sang these hymns, and anyone who 

cares to read my translation of them will have no doubt afterward 

that Shalome, who loved Yahshua, wrote them.17   

   Like her sister-in-law Cleo, Yohana survived the birth of her twins 

for only a short time.  She too succumbs to the birth of two through a 

birth canal barely large enough for one.  Though Cleopas grieves, he 

realizes he cannot raise the children alone.   

   It is not long before his neighbor’s daughter employs herself by 

taking care of Shimon and Shalome. Cleopas notices this girl whose 

name is Maria in the Latin style.  It is not long before Cleopas begins 

paying attention to her, and after not that much longer, they marry.   

 

Heliopolis to Netzeret, Cana and Khochba 

   We have watched this family go through several migrations and 

surnames already – from Cush to Heliopolis, known as “Benim Alfai,” 

Therepeutics, and Essenes. For generations, these families had been 

influenced by their submersion in Egyptian and Greek culture under 

the Ptolemys, but in these days, close to the fulfillment of Daniel’s 

prophecy of the advent of Messiah, both Yosef and Cleopas abandon 
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Greek names and give their children strictly Hebrew appellations.  As 

Alfai, they would still heal and call down rain.  As temple-builders, 

they can still prove they have served Yahweh and his people Israel 

well.  As Therepeutics, they retain the learning of contemporary 

science, mysticism, and medicine.  As Essenes of the north, they take 

the best of each transitional shift while they abandon the worst of all, 

now seeking out their ancient Hebraic origins even as they are 

working and traveling in business together (Matthew 9:17).   

   There is a fellowship of Essenes of one sort or another in every city 

and town of Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Parthia, so there is no lack for 

like-minded friends in their travels. Too much righteousness for 

those born of women? No.  

   The ancient Toledoth (genealogies) remind these folks that they 

are Davidids (that is, in King David's bloodline through his son 

Natan18); and that they are to be raised up by YHWH for important, 

historical events. 

   The cruel Herods are the greatest builders in history; there is no 

lack of work.  In fact, Zippori-Sepphoris is to be rebuilt as the 

administrative capital of Galilee.  Yosef, Cleopas, Yahudah and 

Shimon and company are easily able to acquire long-term 

employment rebuilding the amphitheater in the center of Zippori.  It 

is to be a showplace and Herod is sparing no expense.  Galilee is 

dangerous for anyone, so the families are careful to choose where 

they will reside.  They have kin in Zippori: Ya’akin, his wife Chana, 

and their daughter Maryah.  With Ya’akin’s help, Yosef and Cleopas 

will move their families to three villages on the outskirts of Zippori: 

Netzeret, Khochba and Cana.  Many builders are moving to this area 
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and homesteads are in short supply, but Ya’akin relates that there 

are detachments of Roman soldiers posted in these towns and they 

will be safe.    

 
Zippori – Sepphoris Amphitheater today 

Reconnoiter 

Now we have Yosef and his son Yahudah and daughter Yochana in 

Netzeret, with Yosef’s elder son Ya’aqov19 studying at the Mount 

Carmel Yeshiva.  And we remember that Yosef is a widower.  His 

brother-in-law Cleopas and with his young wife Maria, and the twins 

by his former marriage to Yohana, Shimon and Shalome, settle in 

Cana (zeal).  Many of the Hebrew workers that came with the family 

from Egypt live in Khochba, also known as “The Place of the Star.” 
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  Here’s a new character: Maryah, the daughter of Ya’akin, a distant 

cousin of the Sons of Alphaeus, lives on the outskirts of Zippori, 

where she was born.  

 

Maryah and Yosef 

   1 A.D.: So we leave the business behind, recognizing that it 

delivered the family of the “Jesus Family Tomb” to Galilee, and Yosef, 

the widower, to Maryah the young woman.   We already know the 

story of “Mary and Joseph.”  But did you know that it was the duty of 

an Essene of Yosef’s type, i.e. “a righteous one” (a Zaddik, Matthew 

1:19, dikaios) to accept betrothal of the youth Maryah, a kinswoman 

placed in Yosef’s care through the command of one of the Manuals of 

Discipline, as understood by her ailing parents?  Yes, there is an 

obligation that Yosef (as a widower) must meet and that obligation is 

Maryah. 

   Essenes of all sects adopt children, help the poor, and even marry 

women to give them the benefit of a family name and (eventually) 

the Essene treasury.  Some Essenes of means took the concept 

farther by multiplying wives and adopting several orphans. The 

reason an Essene might do this is not because of sexual desire (!), but 

because he greatly loves and is burdened with the troubled ones he 

sees, and thus desires a large and happy family (whether he 

intimately participates in that family or not).  There are righteous 

men I know who are like this.  If it were for any other reason, Yosef 

certainly could not have made it through the three-year ordeal of 

joining the order, nor would he be judged righteous enough to 

continue in it.  The Essenes are very strict in regards to obligations. 
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   Some Essenes, especially those who were considered priests of the 

Alphai, or of Melchizedek, or Phineas (depending on the sect), 

remain celibate and increased their numbers by taking youth into 

their common discipleship programs. Yosef was such a man.  The 

Gospel of Matthew clearly tells us he is an Essene priest by 

describing him as a zaddik (that’s what they called their priests, a 

“just” or “righteous one”).20  Now at the ripe old age of 42, he is 

expected to do his duty by accepting the betrothal.  And he does so 

gladly. 

 

Yahshua in Zippori 

   So now let us understand Maryah’s son who is named Yahshua by 

order of the malach of YHWH.  She is seen as pregnant during her 

betrothal, and once the son is born, the religious people consider him 

among the mamzerim, one who is born in unusual, often sinful, 

circumstances.  Unlike in Egypt where such discrimination was no 

longer practiced, a mamzer child was not allowed in the synagogues 

of the Pharisees, which were so numerous, thus Yahshua was not 

permitted an education with the rest of the youth.21  Yahshua, being 

a firstborn of the line of Yahudah / Judah and himself a scion of 

David, would work with his older step-brother Yahudah in Zippori 

until the age of twelve, at which time he is committed to the care of 

his other brother, Ya’aqov, among the Nazorean Essene seminarians 

at Mt. Carmel.  

   Yahshua’s lost years would be spent in the company of Nazorean 

Essenes, and he would be located wherever the their elders 

commanded him to go. These were the same priests with whom he 
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had discussed the scriptures at age twelve, marking the end of his 

apprenticeship in construction and the beginning of his education in 

the priesthood.  At the age of thirty, in accordance with the Manual of 

Discipline of his order, he was elected elder, at which time he could 

go forth into whatever his specialty ministry had become.  

   When he returned to the synagogue in Netzeret, he was called on to 

read the haftorah (since he was undoubtedly dressed as a teacher 

and recognized as such).  But when his actual identity was 

discovered by the synagogue leaders, he again became "that 

mamzer" of ignoble birth they had all banned years before, and they 

put him out. 

 

Yochana and Matyah Lebbaeus Alphaeus 

   Let us jump ahead a decade.  About this time, Yohana, the daughter 

of Yosef, finally marries her intended, he being Matyah (Matthew) b. 

Mattityahu.  He is from an aristocratic family of Jerusalem. But his 

family fortune is waning, and it is Matyah’s intention to get it back 

through his work as a Levite.  Matyah becomes a tax collector in the 

bustling city of Caesarea.  (This was not an unusual occupation for a 

Levite, as he had been educated in mathematics, languages and 

writing).  Mattyah is also the first of a set of twins (Mark 2:14). 

Yohana and Matyah have children, one of whom takes on the family 

name Mattityahu.  A generation later, in 37 C. E., Yohana has the 

privilege of naming her second grandson after her own father, that 

is, Yosef.  This same Yosef becomes responsible for much of what we 

know of these times.  For later he would be the governor of Galilee, 

fight the Roman Emperor Vespasian, and be adopted by him as 
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Flavius Josephus.  But not so long before, his grandfather Matyah 

was the secretary for the Nazorean movement, spearheaded by 

Yahshua Messiah.  Although many wonderful stories were to be told 

about him long after he was gone, Matyah was content to stay close 

to Yohana and Ya’aqov, his priestly brother-in-law, until Ya’aqov is 

gone to take up residence in Jerusalem.  Shimon bar Cleopa, Matyah’s 

new pastor when he falls asleep, lays him in the family tomb and 

scratches his nickname on an ossuary. 

 

Yahudah and Shimon 

   While Yosef’s oldest son Ya’aqov is studying Enoch and becoming 

“James the Just,” now in a Jerusalem house (in the Essene Quarter), 

his twin (t’ma), Yahudah, is studying current political events with 

Yochanon, an Egyptian Essene of the Damascus School.  Yahudah 

talks about Yochanon with his father Yosef, the teen-ager Yahshua, 

along with Cleopas and Shimon bar Cleopas (Luke 24:18) (all of 

which are ethnic Egyptians) as they walk the three miles to work 

each day – to the theater in Zippori – the place where the youth 

Yahshua learns all about hypocrites by watching the actors 

rehearse.  The double cousins Yahudah and Shimon, as the strong 

men of nationalistic fervor, are lured into the “Zeal for the Torah” 

movement, also known as the notorious “New Covenant of Phineas” 

(Numbers 25:6-13). The goal of this secret society is to bring about a 

theocratic Israel.  Although there are many violent movements in 

these days, this Essene wing of the Covenant promotes passive 

resistance against the occupying Romans and Herodians.    
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   Although Yahudah T’ma and Shimon are both married with 

children, Shimon’s marriage in Cana becomes one of the most 

famous ever known, even more so than the legendary marriage of 

the son of Tobit (as recorded in John 2). Yahudah T’ma is Shimon’s 

best man, or architriklinos – manager of the wedding feast. For this, 

Yahudah will receive a nickname from the Roman soldiers assigned 

to watch the party.  Yahudah (Jude), who is continually keeping the 

torches lit from table to table, becomes known as the Thaddeaus – 

Latin for “the torch god.”  But that’s another story to be found in this 

manuscript. 

   The cousins find themselves, as descendants of King David through 

Natan, pushed up to the forefront of the Phineas New Covenant 

movement.  And now, a great event is planned as a show of solidarity 

– a “reverse exodus” in which all covenanters walk east through the 

city of Tiberius and OUT of Palestine, into the desert of Perea for a 

week-long “wilderness camp” meeting.  Thousands march out, with 

Yahudah and Shimon – and even the younger Yahshua – leading the 

“Cana to Netzeret” portion of the march.  (This would be called a 

“strike” today. So isn’t that part of what Shabbat is?  A strike against 

secular commerce?) 

   The Roman consul in Tiberius does not take the march well; it 

causes a major work shortage.  So the Roman takes his armed 

divisions out to the desert, surrounding the campers.  Then he 

attacks, and captures and beheads the purported leaders. This was 

the Roman modus operandi for strike-breaking.  Yahshua and his 

half-cousin Shimon ben Cleopas of Cana escape along with about 

four hundred others.  But Yahudah the Torchbearer, son of Yosef 
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(Acts 5:36), doesn’t return.   His body is not found.  It is a mystery.  

The bulk of the dissenters are sold into slavery.  This would be the 

final peaceful demonstration against Greek and Roman authority.  It 

made a great impression upon the youth Yahshua ben Yosef. 

   Besides his wife, Yahudah leaves behind an infant child, Yahudah 

bar Yahudah.  We presume the elder Yahudah dead; but secret 

letters arrive from him addressed to Shimon of Cana – he is alive, 

and he is in Adiabene, a sanctuary city in modern-day Kurdistan. 

 

Yosef and Yose 

   Shimon dare not reveal the contents of the letters.   

   Grief over the disappearance of his son, with whom he had worked 

closely for many years, along with the bane of old age, takes Yosef’s 

life at the age of fifty-four, leaving behind his young Essenic wife, 

Maryah, his eldest son Ya’aqov (who is now in Jerusalem), Yahshua – 

his son by adoption, and his youngest son and namesake (of whom 

this is the first mention), Yoseh (‘Little Yosef’), the legendary “naked 

boy in a sheet.”22  

 

Yahshua known as Moshiach 

   Yahshua a Nazarene, now thirty and the Essene Teacher of Mt. 

Carmel, does a manly deed by adopting his nephew, Yahudah ben 

Yahudah, who is four years of age. As a Zaddik after the order of 

Melchizedek, Yahshua would never be married nor have marital 

relations.  Yet adoption is the right thing, the Essene thing, to do on 

the behalf of his brother.  When his mother Maryah tells him he is 
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too young to give his name to his nephew, he says to her, “Woman 

who is my mother; how old art thou?”  

   Yahshua continues to aid children, allowing all children to come 

unto him.   Yahshua also continues to maintain a close relationship 

with his younger brother, Yoseh23, who would like to follow him as 

teenaged disciples are want to do.  Though he is a little too young to 

do as a man does, Yahshua takes Yoseh into the upper room of 

David’s tomb right next door to Ya’aqov’s home (in Jerusalem), and 

there teaches him, preparing him for baptism the next morning and 

ongoing discipleship.24  As a Nazorean Essene, Yahshua understands 

his community of brothers, sisters, and children to be family, but he 

supports his greater family financially and spiritually25 also, even as 

they all support his ministry.26  Support begins with Torah and 

spirituality. 

   A few years later, of the people watching Yahshua from a distance 

when he is crucified are the women – Maryah his mother and Maria 

wife of Cleopas.  Also there but farther away is Mariamene of 

Magdala, who is known as “the companion.”  In histories outside of 

the canon, Mariamene Magdala is the sister of the Apostle Philippos 

(notice both have Greek names).  Mariamene of Magdala is named 

after two Maccabean queens (both of which were married to Herod 

and also murdered by him).  Her name, Mariamene, means 

something like we might say, “Darling (mene) Marietta.”  Her name is 

famous even today. 

   Yahshua's younger brother Yoseh is right beside the stake with his 

mother now.  To Yoseh he says, “Look at your mother.”  To Maryah 

he says, “Look at your son,” as Maria and Mariamene tearfully look 
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on.  Soon the entire family must migrate away to obscure, far-away 

places – some back to Egypt, some as far as Halfai, others to the 

backwaters of Europe and Great Britain – to escape the persecutions 

against the Nazoreans.  

 

Back to the Tomb 

   Now before we get to the so-called “Tomb of Jesus” I must make a 

few remarks: first off, the DNA was tested from the remains of the 

bone box marked “Yahshua b. Yoseph” and “Mariamene e Mara.”  

Whatever other human remains found in “The Jesus Family Tomb” 

were buried in a common grave in 1980.  Ossuaries, or bone-boxes, 

were employed in the first century; they were used over and over 

again for over as long as 100 years; whatever remains were in them 

were not necessarily those of the names inscribed on them.  There is 

no telling what DNA material was soaked out of them and it is no 

wonder that – the DNA tested was found to be of unrelated 

individuals.  

   Next, let us be reminded of the story of Yosef Ari Mattyah (Joseph 

of Arimathaea) – that he secured his family tomb well in advance of 

his death, just as many today make funeral arrangement long before  

(Matthew 27:60).  In my story, Ya’aqov ha Zaddik purchased the 

family tomb located in the modern-day Talpiot region, and right 

beside the tomb of David where the Messianic Seals were found. 

   Ya’aqov (James) became a well-established phenomenon in 

Jerusalem; he was the head of the Assembly of Ebionite and 

Nazorean Essenes there; he worked for a living as a paid Levitical 

priest of the order of Melchizedek27, and we have Ya’aqov’s history 
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right up to his assassination in 62 AD.  His own ossuary (bone box) 

 
James Ossuary 

disappeared in 1980 and turned up in 2003, and has since been 

proven by patina analysis that it came out of this same tomb.  (That 

is, the “Jesus Family Tomb.”)  His bone box is labeled “Ya’aqov son of 

Yoseph brother of Yahshua.”  I have no doubt whatsoever that the 

James Ossuary is authentic, and is that of Ya’aqov, brother of 

Yahshua.  And I have no problem with this Family Tomb being 

authentic. 

 

Shimon, et al 

   Did you know that Shimon ben Cleopas, Ya’aqov’s cousin, also had 

an assembly in Jerusalem?  According to Josephus, he did.  Shimon 

292



 

 

was crucified after the turn of the first century, some 40 years after 

Ya’aqov’s bones was laid in the box.  As it turns out, Yahudah ben 

Yosef, Ya’aqov’s twin surnamed “The Torch Bearer” did make his 

way back home to be executed by the Romans after making 

confirmed missionary trips to Kurdistan and beyond.  Provinces and 

towns retain his name and title to this day.  Yahudah’s descendants 

were hunted down by two Roman Emperors and finally all crucified 

in the second century. His son, Yahudah II, who was adopted by 

Yahshua, continued to bear Yahshua’s name as “father.”  Yahudah’s 

grandsons, Zachar and Ya’aqov, were interrogated by Emperor 

Domition at the end of the first century and let go as simpletons.  The 

next emperor, Trajan, had them crucified as sons of David. 

 

The Ossuary Inscriptions 

So now we have the bone boxes in the tomb that have names on 

them. (Please recognize that these identities and spellings are 

arbitrarily chosen by those who transcribed them from the granite): 

  

THE MEN IN THE TOMB 

 
  

X  Yahshua son of Yosef (vowels implied) – 

Jesus son of Joseph, 

Read right to left, beginning with a tau (X). 
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(X, sign of the Passover) or a cross, or intended to mean Christos 

(), the Anointed One. 

 

 

Ya’aqov bar Yosef akui di Yahshua – James son of Joseph brother of 

Jesus. 

 

 
    ______________ 

 Matyah – note the sacred name YAH, underlined. 

  

 
Yoseh – Joses – “Little Joseph” - The only occurrence of this name 

among all the thousands of collected ossuary names, corresponding 

directly to Matthew 13:55, 27:56; Mark 6:3 and 15:20.  

  

 
Yahudah bar Yahshua – Judah son of Yahshua (Jesus).  Did Yahshua 

make a son through the course of sexual relations?  No need for him 

to do that.  As an Essene, it was his duty to adopt children.  When he 
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said, “Let the children come to me,” he also said, “Not one will be cast 

out.”    

 

THE LADIES IN THE TOMB 

 
_________________ 

Maryah – Mary – second wife of Yosef the Just, mother of Yahshua 

and Yoseh.   

  

 
Mariamene e Mara – This is in Greek letters and fairly easy to read.  

Mariamene (or Mariamne he Mara, Mariamene the Master): This is 

the sister-in-law of Maryah (Mary) and wife of Cleopas (John 19:25) 

– also known as “the other Mary” in the evangels – not necessarily 

Mary Magdalene.  The filmmakers said because this inscription was 

in Greek, and that the Gospel of Philip refers to the Magdalene as 

"Mariamene," that this has to be Mary Magdalene (and it could well 

be).  Also, because the DNA found in this box showed no relation to 

the DNA found in the “Jesus” box.   

 

Where Are the Rest of the Kin?  

The Family of Yahshua described in Scripture consists of (in common 

vernacular) Mary, Joseph, James, Jude, Jesus, Joses, Joanna, Salome, 
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Cleopas, Shimon bar Cleopas (Shimon the Canaanaean), maybe 

more.  Reliable sources tell us that relatives of Jude were found in the 

Netzeret / Cana region from sixty years after the Resurrection to 

three hundred years later.  There were several other ossuaries in the 

tombs with no names (although there are certain symbols alike on all 

of them): we may account for them as all family if we want.  In 

addition, there was in an adjoining tomb an ossuary with the name 

Shimon Kefa (Shimon Kefa) on it.  This name is very unusual.   

  

Is this Author a Believer in the Jesus Family Tomb? 

   Yes, I am a believer; but before today, I wrote the following: 

   I have been thinking about “Jesus Family Tomb” since LONG 

before the television special.  I have studied and imagined many 

scenarios.  The very tale you have just read, The Shocking True 

Story Behind the “Jesus Family Tomb,” I wrote earlier in pieces in 

several essays going back as long as six years.  It just so happens 

that my story fits the tomb inscriptions.  To me, the program was very 

inspirational, factual and believable . . . ; yet the way the story trailed 

off into the arena of the DaVinci Code showed the ignorance of the 

producers in regard to first century history in Palestine, the Essene / 

Nazorean Movement and Yahshua’s history as we know it.  It is my 

hope that more research may be completed on this historical find.  

Alas, the Israel Antiquities Authority has permanently sealed the 

tomb, an act which will, until a more inquisitive administration 

dawns, squelch any further research in this area. 

   However, the ossuaries are all accounted for and in storage, and 

perhaps the speculative will eventually win out over bureaucratic 
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prejudice.  This said, perhaps my piece of fiction will serve to quench 

somewhat those as thirsty for good news as myself. 

                                                             
1 Joseph (as Zaphenath-paneah, yonqomfant/Psonthomphantch) & Asenath, 
Genesis 41:45. 
2 Joseph & King Akhenaten, c. 1400 BC.  Akhenaten was the author of the 
source for Psalms 104.  The Exodus, c. 1250 BC.  King David, c. 1000 BC. 
Alexander, c. 300 BC. 
3 Falasha, or Black Jews trace their heritage back to Solomon through 
Solomon’s (purported) son Menelik. 
4 Moses was king of Cush from c. 1280 – 1250 BC according to Sefer 
HaYashar 72ff. 2008 p. 410. 
5 Honi | Honiah ha Tzaddik, a holy man d. 65 BC, created rain according to 
both Talmud & Josephus. He was stoned to death, which, according to 
Frazer, was the penalty for heresy among the Alfai priesthood, as seen 
below.  
6 Alphaeus is not a name at all.  Here are a few of my conclusions: 1. The 
Alphai (Alfai, Halfai) were a sect of priests that could make rain and stop 
locusts (demons).  They originated in Alphai, just south of the Egyptian 
border, a sanctuary city where Hebrews found solace from the many and 
varied persecutions of Monotheists in Egypt.  Aphai is right on the trail of 
the so-called sojourn in Egypt.  James the just was known to have possessed 
these powers, and was possibly of the Alphaeus Priesthood, as was Levi 
Alphaeus encountered later. 2. Alphaeus is a designation of the first-born of 
a set of twins. The second born would be known as Didymos or T’ma 
(thomas) in Hebrew. 3. Having the ‘Ya’aqov’ of the New Testament switch to 
the Latinized name James (Iakimus) gives us a nice testimonial to the 
presence King James I of England. 4. In very few of the “son of” notices is the 
word “son.” The ‘father’ name in these mistranslations happens to be in 
genitive case, which may make these nouns possessive, but hardly 
necessarily ‘sons.’  Take for instance, “Judas son of James.” The closest you 
can get to that in from the Greek is “Judah of James,” in this case the ‘of’ 
refers to James the Just, who was not the father of Judas, but the brother.  
“Judas of James” was of course the two brothers of Yahshua, James the 
Alphaeus and Judas the Didymos - twins. 5. An Alphaeus was first of many 
brethren.  Just as the Gospel of Thomas has Yahshua telling the rest to, upon 
his demise, go to “James the Just” as leader shows him to be the Alphaeus 
(Alpha male) of the group. I have been looking at Cleopas, Lebbaeus and 
Thaddeus also, if anyone is interested. 
7 “Son of Alphaeus” – Mat 10:3, Mark 2:14; 3:18, Luk 6:15, Acts 1:13.  The 
following report comes from The Golden Bough: The Roots of Religion and 
Folklore by James G. Frazer. Frazer is in turn quoting W. Munzinger, 
Ostafrikanische Studien, p. 474 (Schaffhausen, 1864).  Among tribes among 
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tribes on the outskirts of Abyssinia a similar office exists and has been thus 
described by an observer: “The priesthood of the Alfai, as he is called by the 
Barea and Kunáma, is a remarkable one; he is believed to be able to make 
rain. This office formerly existed among the Algeds and appears to be still 
common to the Nuba (Nubian) negroes. The Alfai of the Bareas, who is also 
consulted by the northern Kunáma, lives near Tembádere on a mountain 
alone with his family. The people bring him tribute in the form of clothes 
and fruits, and cultivate for him a large field of his own. He is a kind of 
carrying, and his office passes by inheritance to his brother or sister’s son. 
He is supposed to conjure down rain and to drive away the locusts. But if he 
disappoints the people’s expectations and a great drought arises in the land, 
the Alfai is stoned to death, and his nearest relations are obliged to cast the 
first stone at him. When we passed through the country, the office of the 
Alfai was still held by an old man; but I heard that rainmaking had proved 
too dangerous for him and that he had renounced his office.”  
8 Many translations have “city of destruction” instead of “city of the sun.” 
Whiston has proved to my satisfaction that the older version is “city of the 
sun,” and that “city of destruction” is a distraction offensive to the concept 
of an Egyptian temple. See Whiston’s editorial note on Josephus’ 
Antiquities 13:3:68. 
9 Mark 6:3 is undoubtedly part of the Essene literature, fragment of Mark 
being found in Secacah Cave Seven.  Is not this the carpenter (), the 
son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Shimon, and are 
not his sisters here with us?”  
10 Cleopatra (f) and Cleopas (m) are very popular names; several Cleopatra 
were in the Egyptian royalty, the last being Cleopatra VII of history and 
legend.  By 10 BC, Cleopatra VIII, the former’s daughter with Marc Anthony, 
was still alive as Queen of Mauritania (Algeria), and there gained personal 
fame. 
11 4Q186 (Cryptic) – the nine houses constitute an individual’s gestation 
period; of those nine parts, some may be light and some dark. Eight parts in 
the house of light and one part in the house of darkness would establish 
that individual as very righteous (Fragment 2.1.1ff), and eight parts 
darkness and one light as just the opposite (Fragment 1.3.5ff). 
12 A thousand generations of life – this being the lifespan of those who lived 
in perfect (Torah) holiness, as per Josephus and Pliny, and John 5:24.  Truly, 
truly, I say to you, he who hears my word and believes him who sent me, has 
eternal life.  
13 www.gutenberg.org/etext/12821.  Yes, there are such people who live to 
use their resources for others.  I have been privileged to know a very few. 
14 Matthew 1:19; Acts 1:23. 
15 Didymus = : the second: John 11:16. 
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16 Originally, Mariamne – (John 19:25).  Like Cleo(patra) and Cleopa, 
Mariamne is a common Greek form of a very common Hebrew name; two 
princesses of the Maccabees had this name, both married to Herod. 
17 I say “my translation” because the public domain translations sound like 
they came out of an 18th century Presbyterian church, like most older 
translation (or should we say propaganda) of the 18th through 20th 
centuries.  Note 15a. Many scholars today at least admit that Odes is an 
ancient Nazorean hymnbook of mystical verse. But their translations and 
commentaries make it very clear that they do not understand either 
messianic love or original worship. Hearing any ancient Nazorean books in 
the public domain makes one feel she is in the church library.) 
18  Luke 3:31. 
19 The Essene treasury will purchase Ya’aqov a guest house in southwest 
Jerusalem. He eventually becomes a liaison between the Essenes all over 
Palestine and Egypt. (This according to the primary source histories.) 
20 Matthew 1:19 identifies Yosef as an Essene,  = a (2) tzaddik 
(1)being. 
21 The rule for mamzerim is found in Torah, Deuteronomy 23:2. 
22 Mark 14:51,52. 
23 Mark 6:3. 
24 This initiation of the youth in the sheet is explained in Secret Mark. 
www.earlychristianwritings.com/secretmark.html. 
25 Matthew 9:15, 12:50, 14:21, many more. 
26 Luke 8:1-3. 
27 Acts 6:7: Ya’aqov is one of the Priests of the Poor (Ebionim). 
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